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TO THE 



READER, 

aHOU mayfli know, that in this part of 
the world, called Chriftcndom, the name of 
Chriftian is very famous, and that there arc 
few therein but defire to be called by that 
name; and a high and great profeflkm of 
Chriftianity abounds amongft the divers fefts 
therein, all coveting the name of Chriftian^ 
but the Chriftian life, the nature of Chrif- 
tianity, the fruits and eflFefts of the Holy Spirit, 
are much wanting^ and the contrary much 
abounds, whereby an evil favour is feht forth 
to the nations round about, called Heathens 
and Infidels. There is fcarcely any fort 
of wickednefs to be found uipact \S&£ fasfc <& 
*A<? whole earth, which is not dowfc *xA w«^ 
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VI TO THE READER. 

mitted in this part of the world, called Cbrit 
tendom; whereby the Jews and Heathen, in- 
ftead of being converted, are ftrengthened and 
confirmed in their infidelity, ignorance, blind- 
nefs, and idolatry: for, where this nominal or 
titular Chriftian hath prevailed, as among the 
Americans, he hath fent forth fuch a ftink 
and ill favour, by his abominable inhuman 
pra&ices, that the name of Chrift is blaf- 
*phemed, and the Chriftian religion hated, by 
many that have heard the fame and report 
thereof. 

Had the life of Chrift, and the nature of 
' Chriftianity, been known and lived in by all 
that profefs the name, Cbriftendom had been 
as a fruitful field, as a pleafant garden inclofed, 
as a vineyard walled about full of trees of 
righteoufnefs, and plants of God*s own right- 
hand planting; and the tree of life would 
have flouriftied among them in the midft 
thereof; and the leaves of the fame would 
have healed the nations round about -, it would 
have been as a city fel upon an hill, which 
cannot be hid} and as a lataip \\m Yrarotth^ 



ro THE READER vfi 

feeing' fed. with fwcct oil 5 as a glorious light 

that fhinetb ; and many would have fled unto 
ir, as unto a city of refuge, and have walked in 

the light thereof, have fee» and beheld their 

good works, and have glorified their Father 

which is in heaven j they would have lain 

down as a flock of harmlefs lambs together, 

folacing themfehres m the green paftures of 
life and falvation, in the low valley, and a- top 

of char holy mountain, where no dcftroyer is, 

nor none can make afraid ; where the lion 

eats ftraw like the ox, and where the fucking 

child plays on the. hole of the afp, and the 

weaned child puts his hand on the cockatrice's 

den without hurt.* The earth would have 

been full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 

the waters. cover the fea :- and this fong would 

have been in Ghriflendora, as in the land of 

Judah, We have aftrongcity; falvation will 

God appoint for walls and bulwarks: 6 the 

gates thereof would have been open to them, 

as a righteous nation, that keepeth the truth, 

that they might have entered in, and dweir 

• J fa. xi. 7, &, 9. * Ibid. x*V\. * % V - 
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V1U TO THE READER* 



fafcly ; this would have been the (late of Chris- 
tendom.. 

But, alas! alas! the quite contrary appears. 
Iftftead of being as a fruitful field, as a plea- 
fant garden inclofed, and as a vineyard planted 
and walled about, bearing fruit unto God, and 
flourifhing with trees and plants of his own 
right-hand planting ; it ifc like a defcrt howl- 
ing wilderntfs, fuH of briars and thorns, and 
hnrtful weeds, whereby the good feed that was 
fown ia choaked, and the noble plant degene- 
rated, and become the plant of a ftrange vine, 
which brings forth the four , grapes, which 
Brakes the wine of Socfom, which fills the 
whore's cap, whereby nations are mack drunk. 

And inftead of being like a flock of harm- 
lefe lambs, lying down together in love and 
unity, feeding in tbG green pastures of life and • 
falvation, in the low valley, and a-top of the 
holy mountain Where no deffroyer is ; they 
are like unto a herd' of fwine, that is poffeffed, 
and runs violently into the fea, or that wal- 
loweth in the tnire; and like the wolf, bear, 
/ion, a/p, and cockatrice, which the \\u\* OdM 



W> THE READia. IX 

hath not power over ; fw their devouring and 
potfbnous nature remains, which makes them 
prey one upon another, bite aaid devour one 
another, hate and murder one another, even 
under the profcffion trad name 4>F Chrift and 
Chriftianrty. $6 inftead of being as a city, 
whofe walls are falvatipn, and as the heaven- 
ly Jcrufalem, they ane like Sodpra, Gomor- 
rah, and Babylon, Inftead of being like a lamp 
that burneth, being fed .with fwcet oil, and 
a light that fhinetfv they are like a lamp that 
is gone out, -and a candle under a bed or 
bufhely which gives no* light to other** In- 
ftead of the meeHnefs, lov«^. brother ly-kiqd- 
fiefs, gemlenefs, patience, lowg-fuffcrkigy for- 
givenefs, innecency, goodn&fs,' hjtrnrieftnfefs, 
righteoufnef3, and heavenly - mbdedncfe of 
Jefus, which he and his followers were and 
are indued withal, the quite contrary abounds j 
and yet a* profeffion of Jefus in words is not 
Wanting in thefe nations cailed Chriftendom y 
lb that Jfaitfh's vHion, fight, or pro^hee^ & 
fu/j&JJed thefcjn : The &evj ol ^€vt woaxfc- 
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X TO THE READER. 

nance doth witncfs againft them, and they de- 
clare their fin as Sodom, they hide it not : woe 
unto their fouls, for they have rewarded evil 
unto themfelves : children are their oppreffors, 
and women rule over them : Oh my people ! 
they which lead thee, caufe thee to err, and 
deftroy the way of thy paths/ 

In this day alfo this prophecy is fulfilled in 
Chriflpndom, <c Seven women (hall take hold 
of one pan, feying, We will cat our own bread, 
and wear our own apparel, only let us be 
called by thy name, to take away our re- 
proach." * Thefe feven women are, or may 
fitly be compared to the perfeft full number 
of all the titular Chriftians of all the divers 
fefts and opinions in Chriftcndom, who profefs 
the name of Chrift, and c*ll Chrift their huf- 
band, but play the harlot with other lovers, 
eat their own bread, which is the forbidden 
fruit, and ItKe old gathered manna, and wear 
their own apparel, which they have fewed to- 
gether with their own hands, arid formed by 

• ib.iii 9,1a. «tt>ft.VM. 
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their own inventions, to cover their naked- 
jiefs in tranfgreffion : but the Lord God, whom 
they have tranfgreffed againft, is come down 
to walk in his garden ; and he finds it over- 
grown with weeds, thorns, briars, and thirties j 
-but neither the weeds, trees, nor fig-tree leaves 
of profeffion, though fewed together, and made 
like a garment of modefty and righteoufnefs, 
can hide from his all-feeing eye. The word 
Adam, Where art thou? is founded forth, - 
and he and all his works are found out, the 
hidden things of Efau are fought out, and the 
earth can fco longer cover her flain : but the 
blood of righteous Abel cries, and the fouls 
tinder thfe altar cry, How long Lord, how 
long will it be ere thou avenge thyfelf on them 
that dwell on thq earth, and yet profefs thy 
name and thy Son's name, and fay, Thus faitH 
the Lord, when they have not heard thy voice, 
nor fecn thy fhape, nor known thy wondrous 
works in the deep, nor regarded the operation 
of thy hand ? 
Bccaufc efthefe things the try oi ^t.fv§^- 
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XU TO THE READER. 

teous hath been unto the Lord in all ages, and 
is now in this age; even becaufe of the hatred 
and blpodinefs of Cain about religion and wor- 
ship, and becaufe of the envy of Efau about 
the bleffing ; and becaufe the great wbore, 
who fits upon the waters, and rides upon the 
beaft, and calls herfelf the Lamb's wife, and 
holds forth the golden cup, full of abomina- 
, tions, with which the nations, even thofe called 
Chriftendom, are made drunk, hath fo far 
prevailed : 

And becaufe the waters on which the whore 
iUteth, which are nations, tongues and people ; 
and thp beaft on whom fhe rides, takes her 
golden cup for the cup of bleffing, and for the 
gold that is tried in the fire; and ihe wine 
of fornication, for the new wine of the king- 
dom : 

And becaufe this great whore is taken for 

the bride, -the Lamb's wife; the harlot for 

* the fpoufe of Chrift j the titular Chriftiaia for 

the true ; finally, becaufe light is called dark- 

ae&, and farknek light j good evil, and evil 

good: 



i TO THE READER* *M 

I Tay, becaufe of thefe things the cry and 
breathing of the fouls of the righteous are 
unto the Lord, that he would take away the 
veil that is fpread over the heajrts of all people 
by tranfgrdGon, and open the blind eye, and 
unftop the deaf ear, that his glory may be 
feeji, and his voice heard,, and the two great 
jnyfterics of godjinefs and iniquity revealed.* 

And that people may come to look upon 
him whom they have pierced, and mourn over 
him, even him whom they have kffed with 
their lips, but betrayed in their hearts, and 
So come to that godly forrow which leadcth 
to repentance, and a turning unto him, who 
redeemeth from all things, and bringeth ifltp 
favour with God again, and giveth right tp 



* This made Jeremy wifh his head were waters^ and "his 
eyes a fountain of tears, that lie might weep day and night 
for the flain of the daughter* of hUpeofle, Jer % iflp, i, 3. 
This made Chrift to weep over Jerufalem, and Paul to 
wifh hlmfelf feparate from Chrift for His brethren's fake. 
Tins made the prophets, ajxHftlcf and rraniilers, willing to 
fpend and be fpent, and Jo nnx to an&Svo, 0^Y&9f*ta&^ 
'might be iacreafed, and people \M*4cc*Vie>A% 



XIV TO THE READER. 

cat of the tree of life, and to enter through 
the gate into the city, even the heavenly Je- 
rufalem: which, that all may partake of and 
inherit, is the defire of the true Chriftian, who 
hath received the gofpel of peace and good- 
will to all men ; the which, that thou mayeft 
attain unto, take the counfel of one who was 
a child of wrath as well as others, and once 
lived in the nature of Cain and Efau, and was 
one of them on whom the whore fate, and was 
deceived by her golden cup, and drank of the 
wine of her formcatior) ; and once took the 
whore for the lamb's wife, the harlot for the 
true woman, Babylon for Jerufalem, antichrift 
for Chfift, the titular Chriftian for the true; 
but now knoweth that the Son of God i$ 
come, and a good underftanding given, where- 
by he knoweth him that is true, and is in 
.him that is true; and hath received wifdom 
to trace the' eagle in the air, and the ferpent 
on the rock, and the adulterous woman, who 
eateth the forbidden fruit, and wipeth her 
mouth, and faith, She tmh doxit, xvo cN\i% 



TO THE READER* XV 

and is now acquainted with the wiles and 
myfterious workings of him, who is more 
fubtle than all the beads of the field; and is 
come to the rending of the veil, and the taking 
off the covering, and to the falling of the fcales 
from his eyes, and to the revelation of the two 
great myfteries of godlinefs and iniquity; I 
fay unto thee, whofoever thou art, that readeft 
thefe words, and knoweft not the fame, Turn 
thy mind inward ; commune with thy own 
heart, and be {till ; (land in awe, and fin not; 
fear to offend that holy Spirit which fearcheth 
thy heart; and love the reproofs thereof, for 
it is the way of life ; and wait low in the 
fame, until that eye be opened in thee that 
can fee God's falvation, that he hath appointed 
unto the ends of the earth ; then wilt thou re- 
joice therein. Ceafe from man, whofc breath 
is in his noftrils, and fpeaks the ftudied inven- 
tions of his own corrupt heart, and the tra- 
ditions of his forefathers; and yet faith, Thus 
faith the Lord, when he hath not fpoken unto 



him: The Jiftening snd hearkening to. this, 
and fojlowing of this in the particular and i» 
general, i$ the enivsrfal ground and root front 
whence fpriflg *U The diverfities of fe&$ and 
erroneous opinion* upon the face of the earth m r 
and from this arifeth all the. willing and rum 
ping, felf-rightepufaefe* will-worfhip, voluntary 
juiroiliiy, and inrrufion into things which are 
jH>t few in the vifion of God, but being vainly 
puffed up in a flefhly mind- Now this thou 
Wt tp oeafe ftwn |n| thy own particular; for 
l&ott wert v*H coated: to follow thy own 
thpugh^ : CQlW*vk>g$, !?nd imaginations, nor 
thr »otioyps ^f the .fle/h* n0 * enticements of 
the ferpPtn.fettt another guide is appointed 
for. thw 9 which all thftf are ignorant of, go 
aftray from their youth* 

Now, thi6,gwde k, kq\ far ojff, that thou 
*^deft/ay r WJwfti^l^^d, or defeend, or 
^Q.beypnd the fotf tp fetch it; hut at is nigh 

<fcc<?, /» tkj:*v>wk wl » tfcy heart* that thou 
wyeft&sr #• awi atey fo 8ftd U guided 



TO THE HEADER* XVU 

And that thou mayeft know its voice, and 
teaching, and guidance from all other voices 
and teachings, I will in a few words fei be* 
fore thee an infallible way, and (hew thee 
certain marks and tokens thereof, for it is 
known by its work and operation. 

Firfl, if thou art, as all are before the new 
creation is known, without form, and void, 
darkneft being over the face of the deep $ if 
thou art as the waters, or one covered with 
darknefs; yet the Spirit of God moveth upon 
the waters, and is ready to work in thee, and 
to form thee into a comelinefs : and the true 
light (bines in thee, though thou art darkneft, 
in order to (hew thee the way out of it: 
and thou raayeft know this holy Spirit that 
moveth upon the waters, and the voice of it 
from thy own fpirit, thoughrs and imagina- 
tions, and from the voice of the ferpent, be- 
caufe it always moveth againft every appear* 

ance of evil, and calls out of it ; fheweth thee 
the very fecret thoughts and intents of thy 
heart, reproveth and judget\\ CNtn ^"*^v 



XVlfi TO THE READER* 

thought and wicked imagination ; and when 
thou goeft before it, and walked in the paths 
of darkneft, fin and difobcdience, thou mayeft 
hear it as a voice behind thee, reproving thee, 
faying, This is the way, walk in it. This holy 
guide confents to no evH thou doeft j but is- 
given of God to lpad thee out of it, and to 
bring thee to him that faves from it. This is 
the great ordinance of God, and the means of 
falvation, that he hath appointed; the which, 
if thou flight arid difregard, thou- wilt remain- 
Without form; void and empty of the heavenly 
treafures, and never be ablt to fay in truth as 
the primitive Christians did, and the true Chrif- 
tians now can, viz. God, who commanded light 
to fhine ont of darknefs, hath fhmed in our 
hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge 
of the glorjr of God in the face of Jefus Ghrift ; 
and fo wilt continue ignorant of the new cre- 
ation of God*, and of the experimental work 
of regeneration. Profefs what thou wilt, and 
live under what other ordinances and means 
tbou wilt, and hear what other t«d\srs \Jm»& 



TO TKI RIJLDZJl. XIX 

wilt, and follow what other guides thou wilt ; 
if thou learned not of the grace of God with- 
in, which hath appeared to thee and' all men, 
if thou Walked not in the light which fhincs 
within, and art not guided by the good Spirit 
of God, which was the faints guide in all ages, 
thy profeiEon is vain, and thy religion a lie, 
and thou deceived thy own foul •> in fin thou 
lived, and in fin thou wilt die, and where 
Chrid is, thou cand not come. This is the 
experience of him that hath tried the traditions 
of men, the teachings and inventions of men, 
books, and dudieel fermons, and carnal ordi- 
nances ; and hath found them not able to lead 
one ftep m the narrow way, or give perfeft 
viftory over one fin; neither is all the wif- 
dora, undefdanding, prudence, and knowledge, 
among all the children of men, that are dranger s 
xo the new creation and work of regeneration, 
wrought by the Spirit of God within them- 
fclves, able to dircft or bring any fo much 
as to the gate or entrance of true wifdbra, 
lilc, and immortality, but m^tx^^t^^ 



XX TO TMB READER* 

the way, and leadeth more and more aftray 
from it. 

, This is the wkfdom and knowledge which 
the righteous in former ages teftificd againft, 
Which b of this world fleflaly and foolifh, 
earthly and fcnfual; and whoever increafeth 
in it, increafeth in that which brings forrow, 
for, as the fool, fo dicth the wife man 5 and 
whofocver fets himfcif up in this wiftlom, as a 
teacher of ihe.igooraw* and as a guide to the 
Wind, though allowed by the Univerfities, or 
general fchools, he runs before he is feat, and 
doth not profit the people at all j but is as the 
blind which icadcth the blind, and tbey both 
fell into the ditch together-, out of which there 
is no redemption, bat by the knowledge of 
jhe effcflbual working of the Holy Spirit in 
*hcc 9 to open thy eye, that thou mayeft fee 
t W&crc thou, art, and beget a defire in thee,. 
•and a cry in thee for deliverance, and minifter 
ftrcngth tinto thee, and to pull thy feet out. 
.of the mire and clay, and to fet them upon a 
/vck; and be as a light, ■ unto xiice, vo %w\&c 
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thee id thy way, tfhat thou ftumble not *gain t 
all which I teftify, he is ready and willing to 
do for thee, and all- that love his appearance: 
and tbofe only love his appearance, that lore 
the Spirit of truth in them, and believe in it, 
and receive is, which reproveth them of fin, of 
rightcoufncfs, and 6f judgment ; and this is an 
infallible proof, that people love this fpirit, 
believe in it, and receive it, when they walk 
•m it, obey it, and bring forth the fruits of it, 
are led by it out of fin, and that righteoufhefe 
and judgment, which it did reprove them of, 
while they lived therein ; and are fed by it 
into that holinefs and everlafting righteoufnefs, 
through true judgment, which is the white 
raiment, fine linen, and cloathing of the true 
Ghciftias, who h come to know the ferae holy 
Spirit of Truth, which once convinced, re- 
proved, and judged him for fin and ungodii* 

* * • 

nels, to make hitn free from it, and become 
bis- comforter and leader into all' troth', accord- 
iog to the proaife of GhrHI Jefua*. J<*sl *s\* 
tkc:whicb to poftefo and triyyj* w '^ «& 



XXU TO THE READER. 

fum, and fubftancc of the Chriftian religion, 
^nd the end of all hearing, reading, preach- 
ing, and believing. And that thou may eft. 
know whether thou art a profeffor hereof, or 
whether thou only talkeft of it, and prbfeffeft 
it, I, in the bowels of love intreat and befeech 
thee fcripufly to weigh, read, and confidcr 
what follows, as the faith and experience of a 
true Chriflian, which is written in true love 
and good-will to all that have the veil over 
their hearts, and the fcales before their eyes, 
when they arc reading the holy Scriptures, 
and profdUng God, Chrift, and Chriftianity, 
and the doftrines thereof, which are but briefly 
hinted at or fpoken to in few words, in what 
follows,. 

- And whether thou art a bare profeffor, or 
a real poffeffor, thou may eft reap profit here- 
by ; -if the one, thou art invited to inherit 

* 

fubftance ; if the other, thou art exhorted and 
warned to beware, left thou lofe thy inheri- 
tance again. So to the light, grace, and holy 
Spirit of God in thee, b$ thou ^tofeflbx ot ^xo* 



TO THE READER* XX111 

phane, I do commend thee, with it to read, 
and with it to judge, and by it to be taught 
and guided into a good underftanding, and 
into the true knowledge of the two great 
myftcries of godlinef6 and iniquity* 

And that thou mayeft truly underftand and 
receive the one, and discover and avoid the 
-other, is the ddire of him who is a lover of the 
Chriftian religion, and of all that work there- 
in, and bath good-will to all men. 

W. SHEWEN. 






THE 

TRUE CHRISTIAN'S FAITH 

AND 

EXPERIENCE 

SR1EFLY DECLARED, 

Concerning God, Chrifl, the Spirit, the Holy 
Scriptures, the Go/pel, and the Doflrines thereof. 



I. Concerning GOD. 

THE true Chriftian believes there is one 
God,* who is a Spirit, pure in effence, 
omniprefent in being, incomprehenfible and 

* God is infinite and incomprehenfible in himfelf ; 
and all the words of men and aRgels cannot define 
him 'as he is, being in all, through alj, and above all. 
And the various names given him throughout the holy 
fcripturcs, were according to the manifeflation or ap- 
pearance and operation of this spirit in their hearts that 
wrote them, and according to the ftaxe, \t fau*& Siwsrcv 
\n, when it appeared to them, hence, Vve hi** «!&»& -i 
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almighty in power: and he demonftrateth 
his faith and experience after this man- 
ner ; he has received a manifeftation of him 
in his own mind ; and fo is come to know 
him pure, and omniprefent by his work and 
operation .therein ; he can^fay, that God is 
pure of a truth, becaufe he findeth his 
appearance fo pure and holy in his heart, 

a confuming fire ; our God is a confuming fire ; and 
his words as a hammer, and as a fire, and a jealous 
and angry God, who as a devouring fire goes through 
the briars and thorns, and confumes them ; and the 
day. of his appearance among thefe briars and thorns, 
thiftles and (rubble, is compared to the burning of fire 
in an oven, in which the wicked cannot dwell. And 
others could call him by quite contrary names, even 
according to the operation of his fpirit in them ; and 
by the fame could fay, that God is love, and his 
word was as milk, and fvveeter than honey or the 
honey-comb ; that the light of his countenance was bet- 
ter than the increafe of corn, wine, and oil ; that he was 
a fhield, and a fhadow of a jock in a weary land \ his 
name as a ftrong tower, and fafe dwelling-place, and as 
precious ointment poured forth ; his face or prefence, 
glory and power, which is terrible f the wo?ker of 
iniquity, is pleafant and defirable by thofe that witneft 
Sion's redemption by the fpirit of judgment and burn- 
ing; thefe things are known now, as in former ageS. 
The fatae ark, whofe prefence troubled and plagued 
the Phiriftines, was the glory of Ifrad ; the lame 
hand and power that fmiteth and deftroyeth the 
Egyptians, faves and delivers the Ifraelites ; the fame 
Spirit of Truth that reproveth the world of fin, is 
Ahe comforter of thofe that are made free by it from 
fin ; the fame breath that breathed life in the beginning, 
Jbefore fin entered, kindleth the fire that tormenteth the 
tricked, fie that can under Hand, Ycx taj*, 
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that it will not allow nor fuffcr fo much as 
a vain thought to lodge thfcre, nor any 
unclean thing to be touched. Apd this 
trtte Chriftian is a true witnefs of the truth 
of thofe fcriptures, Hab. i* 13. Jen xvii. 
10. and 15. 19. which fay, that God is of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity; and that 
he fearcheth the heart and tricth the reins, 
and divideth betwixt the precious and the 
vile, betwixt thought and thought, word 
and word, work and work. And further, 
he is a true witnefs, that God, is almighty 
in power, -becaufe he hath by his mighty 
power broken down thofe ftrong holds, 
formerly built in his heart by the enemy 
of his foul*; faft down imaginations, and eveiy 
high thing, that exalteth itfelf againft the 
knowledge of God; bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Chrift. 
And he knoweth the dark mountains, at 
which his feet Humbled, removed, and 
the rocks rent, and the raging waves (till- 
ed, and that tongue and nature bridled, 
which no man could tame. But before this 
be witneiTed, he hath known him to fit a« 
a refiner's fire, and as fuller's fope, and as 
a fpirit of judgment and burning:* and fo 
became a living witnefs of what he hath feen, 
felt, heard, and underftood, by the mighty 
working of his holy Spirit ia his mortal 
body. 

• Mai. iii. 3, 
B2 
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• The titultr Chriftian faith, he believeth m 
•one God, who is pure, omniprefent, and al- 
mighty, take his word, and there is no dif- 
ference. But how doth he demonftrate his 
faith, that to him there is but one God ? Why 
•he hath -heard a relation of him, 4iis onenefs, 
Iris purity and almightinefs in the holy fcrip- 
tures, and he hath been educated and trained 
Mp in .the .traditions of his fore-fathers, and 
fo the knowledge of God he profeffeth is ac- 
quired therefrom ; he hath read in fome book, 
or fotnebody hath told him, that God is one, 
pure, omniprefent, "and almighty, and he 
grounds his faith and knowledge upon this 
tradition and hiftory, and profeffeth God 
and his attributes in words, but is not a 
living witnefs of the fame within himfelf: 
and fa, notwithstanding he profeffeth one 
God, he liveth in the world which hath many 
gods, and worihips and falls down before 
them; every beloved luft, obeyed, is a god. 
Let the titular Chriftian profefs what he will, 
he that comraitteth fin is the fervant of it, 
and therein is no true btliever, worfhipper, 
nor knower of the true God, his purity, nor 
.almightinefs, becaufe his heart remaineth 
•corrupt and rocky, the mountains of dark- 
jicfs and ignorance remain unremoved, and 
vthe ftrong holds of fatan unbroken down, 
;bis thoughts and imaginations unfubje&ed to 
*he obedience of Chrift, his will, tongue, and 



nature unbridled, the drofs, tin, and rutr- 
bi(h remains, and is as a grave to the pure 
metal; this titular Chriftian contents hitnfelf 
to hear or read of God as a refiner's fire, 
and as fuller's fope, and as a fpirit of judg- 
ment and burning, and of his cleanfing and 
purifying fome in former generations, but 
loves not, nor cares not to know him fo in 
hirafelf ; but rather defpifeth and hateth his 
pure appearance, in him, whofe firft work is 
to convince him of fin, righteoufnefs, and " 
judgment, which js compared to a little fil- 
ver among much drofs, a little feed amongft 
many great ones, and to a little leaven hid in 
three raeafures of meal ; which filver cannot 
be parted,' feparated and enjoyed, but by the 
appearance of God within^ as a refinerV 
fire to purge away the drofs, and take away 
the tin alfo, which is fomewhat like the fil- 
ver, whereby indeed the titular Chriftian is 
deceived ; neither can the little feed grow 
ep till the mbbifh be taken away, and the 
ground that is curfed, removed, and the 
heart made honcft, which is the good ground, 
wherein the feed of the kingdom grows to 
perfeftion ; neither can the little leaven work 
through and leaven the three meafurcs of 
meal f till that be taken away which lets 
and- hinders, viz. unbelief and hardnefs of 
heart : now this day' of fmall things, this 
day of Jacob's troubles, ^Tieitm V* <S^ 

B 3 
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through the refiner's fire, this little feed, 
this little leaven is overlooked, defpifed and 
flighted by the titular Chriftian, who in his 
own conceit is exalted and puffed up above 
the pure appearance of God in his heart ; 
which to know and obey is the gate of all 
true wifdom and knowledge ; and is grown 
fo tall, great and wife in his own thoughts 
?nd imaginations, that he cannot walk in the 
ftraight way, nor -go in at the door of the *| 
fheepfold, but would climb up fome other 
way, and fo con: cms hitnfelf with a tradi- 
tional hiftorical profeffion of God in words, 
* and denies him in works t and all the know- 
ledge and experience he hath of God, his 
purity, onenefs, and almightincfs, is but as 
fomebody hath told him, or as he hath, in 
an unfandified and unprepared heart, read in 
the holy fcriptnres, which knowledge avails 
nothing, except accompanied with a living ex- 
perience of the fame power, working after the 
fame manner as it did in others in times paft, 
who have left their teftimonies thereof upon 
record. 



( 7 ) 



II. The true Cbriftians faith and experience 
concerning the LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

THE true Chriftian believes in one Lord 
Jefus Chrift, who came from the bofom 
of the Father, who is the Son of the true 
God, by whom he made the world j and 
that this Lord Jefus Chrift is his fayiour, re- 
deemer, fanftiner and deanfer, by his pre- 
cious blood, and h to him as a king, prieft, 
and prophet. And he demohftrateth his 
faith in this manner; in being obedient to 
him, as he is Lord in being faved by him 
from fin, as he is Jefus, and by his learning 
of him, and being taught by him, as he is 
Chrift, or the anointing : fo he can call him 
Lord Jefus Chrift in truth and righteoufnefs, 
having truly learned his name and nature, 
through obedience to his crofs, and a clean- 
ing by his precious blood ; and fo he not 
only reads, hears, and profeffes the benefits 
and privileges which the primitive Chriftians 
partook of and enjoyed, by believing in and 
receiving Chrift ; but experimentally parta- 
keth of, poffeffeth, and enjoyeth the fame; 
and the Spirit of God beareth witnefs "with his 
fpirit, that he is a child of God, and a joint 
heir with Chrift, b bone of his bone, and flefl* 

h Rom. viiu 16. 
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of his flefh ; and that he hath the mind of 
Chrift ; that Chrift lives in him, and is greater 
in him than he that is in the world : and as the 
old adveifary the devil is ftrong and power- 
ful to tempt, and ready to draw and allure 
into evil ; fo he knoweth his Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift as near* and as ready, and more 
powerful to deliver,, fave and preferve him 
from falling into -evil and temptation ; and 
he is not only enabled to Vefift the devil, but 
to make him flee alfo : thus in truth can the 
true Chriftian call Chrift the Captain of his 
falvation, who being armed with his power, 
fights as he did, and followeth him, and fits 
down in heavenly places with him, triumph- 
ibg over fin, death, hell, and the grave: fo 
the true Chriftian proveth himfelf fuch, by 
denying himfelf, and taking up his crofs daily, 
and following of Chrift ; and that he believeth 
in him, becaufe he enjoyeth everlafting life, 
and abides not in death and darknefs, but 
hath overcome the wicked one ; and that he 
is his Lord, becaufe he doth the thing, he 
faith or commandeth ; and that he loveth 
him, becaufe he keepeth his commandments ; 
and hath received power to become a fon of 
God ; and further, hath a name better than the 
name of fons and daughters. 

The 'titular Chriftian faith, lie believeth in 

one Lord Jefus Chrift, the Son of the true 

Cod, by whom he made the YJcrcVi, *a& \\\ax 
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this Lord Jefus Chrift is his Saviour, Redeems 
er, and San&ifier, by his precious blood, and 
profeffeth him as king, prieft, and prophet, 
and in all his attributes and offices. — But 
how doth he demonftrate. and fhew forth his . 
belief and profeffion ? How is he his Lord i 
doth he do the. thing he faith? How is he - 
his Saviour; is he faved by him from the 
committing of fin, and redeemed from a vain 
converfation ? How doth he believe in him as 
Chrift, or the anointing ? is he taught by. 
him ? How is he his king, prieft, or pro- 
phet •, doth he rule in his heart as king ; are, 
all his fervices, facrifices, and offerings offer- 
ed up by and through his hand, as prieft; 
doth he hear him in all things, as the prophet 
whom God hath raifed> like unto Mofes ? No. 
The titular Ch^iftian hath no knowledge o£ 
him after this manner, neither doth he believe 
it is attainable on this fide the grave y or 
poflible to obey him as Lord;, non to-be 
laved by him from fin, as Jefus ;: nor taught 
by him, as Chrift, or the anointing ; nor that 
he can be wafhed, cleanfed, and fan&ified by. 
his precious blood from the ftains, fpots, and 
defilements of the world* the flefh, and the 
devil, while he bears about this body of 
clay. He contents himfelf with a corrupt, 
traditional faith, which hath fprung up in 
the dark night of apoftacyy which k c»«* 
taiai/, a very venomous pCTrf\do\a& n*«& <^>V 
tktan 's kingdom, which vUtYv po\fowk - , wi 



(' to ) 

, dcftroyed the fouls of many, and is now grown 
to fuch maturity, and cloathed with fuch 
beauty to the eye of the titular Chriftian, that 
he calls it the Chriftian faith, though thereby 
he is taught to believe, that it is not poffible to 
ceafe from fin, nor to have his heart purified, 
nor to overcome the devil, and gain vi&ory 
over the world ; and further, that notwith- 
ftanding he committeth fin daily, and liveth 
in the aft of it term of life in this world, 
he is hereby taught to believe, that Chrift 
will fave him from the guilt and punifhment 
of it in the world to come: it may be faid 
of this titular Chriftian' s faith, loofenefs and 
Atheifai have flain their thoufands, but this its 
ten thoufands. 

So although he hears and reads what Chrift 
did in, and for thofe that believed in him, and 
of the powerful virtue and operation of that 
ancient Chriftian faith, which was once de- 
livered to the faints, and borne witnefs to by 
the holy Scriptures y yet he neither hopes, 
believes, nor expefts to witnefs the fame 
wrought in him, and for him. They bear 

"witnefs of fome, in whom Chrift wrought ail 
their works ; and that through him they were 
able to do all things ; and many glorious 
things were fpoken of, and were enjoyed 
by the true believers in Chrift, while upon 
earth; but the titular Chriftian puts off all 

tHI he is dead, and pleads far the coutinU- 
*w of the devil and hit wotW*, xttuv ol 
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life, and faith, the ^ devil works ftrongly «* 
him, and prevails over him, and caufeth him 
to fin in his holy duties ; and that he is for cap* 
tivated by him, that he cannot live one day 
nor hour without fin; fo nbtwithftandihg his 
profeffion of Chrift, he knows him not great- 
er in him, than he that is in the world ; fo the 
ftrong man keeps the houfe j and it is . furnifh- 
ed with his goods, and though he cries Lord, 
Lord, he is a worker of iniquity, and is bound 
in chains of darknefs, and his feet ftick faft 
in the mire and in the clay, even while he 
talks of Lord and Saviour, he is led captive 
at the devil's will ; and is a ftranger to that 
power which is able to refift him, and make 
him flee', and to that faith whkh gives viftory : 
fo he cannot in truth call Chrift the captain of 
his falvation, nor approve Klmfelf one of his 
foldiers, who is armed with the fame power, 
and with it fights againft the fame enemy, and 
gains the vi&ory, and followeth him who rides 
on conquering and to conquer ; fo never comes 
to fit down with him in his Father's kingdom", 
triumphing over fin, death, hell and the grave, 
but remains under the power thereof, through 
the fear^of which he is all his Hfe-timc fubje& 
to bondage,* let his profeffion of liberty and 
redemption by Chrift be what it will ; his 
fair talk will ^vail him nothing, though 
he faith he belicvcth in Chrift, and lovctfc 

« Hcb.ii. 15. - v \ 
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him, yet if he keepeth not his command- 
ments, he is a liar, and decciveth himfelf, and 
hath not eternal life abiding in him. Profeffioa 
and name of Chrift, without pofTeifion and na- 
ture, is of no worth. 



III. The true Chri/tian's faith and experience 
concerning the HOLT SPIRIT. 

THE true Chriftian belicveth in the Holy- 
Spirit, being one of the Three which 
bear record in heaven, which Three arc One \ 
and he fheweth forth his f^ith by his obedi- 
ence thereto ; he hath received the fpirit of 
adoption, whereby he can call God, Father, 
not as the fcribes, pharifees, and hypocrites did, 
but in truth and righteoufnefs ; and he wit- 
nefleth a being led by the fpirit in the way of 
holinefs, and fo cannot fulfil the lufts of the 
flelh, but by the fame doth mortify them, and 
gain viftory over them, is fanftified and cleanfed 
from them, and is taught by the Spirit the 
true knowledge of God, and how to worfhip 
him aright in fpirit and in truth, and fo prays in 
the fpirit, and with the underftanding, fings in 
the fpirit, praifeth God in the fpirit, the law 
of the fpirit is in his heart, and this law of 
the fpirit of « life makes him free from the 
law of fin and death; the Spirit of God which 
railed upjefus from the dead, tattYLc&xY&V&ski 
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and quickeneth his mortal body : and this true 
Chriftian is the fpiritual man which difcemeth 
all things, but is not difcerned by another out of 
the fame Spirit which fearcheth all things, y^a, 
the deep things of God ; he is led by the Spirit . 
from under the law, and through the law, 
to him who was before the law, and fo is 
under grace, and brings forth the fruits thereof, 
which are love, peace, joy, long-fufFeripg, gen- 
tlenefs, goodnefs, faith, mceknefs, temperance j 
againft this Chriftian there is no law. 

* 

The titular Chriftian faith, he believeth in 
the Holy Spirit, &c. But how doth hedemon- 
ftrate his faith and belief ? He is ready to make 
a mock of receiving the Spirit, and being led 
by the Spirit, moved and taught by the Spirit ; 
this fcems ftrange do&rine to him, that he 
{hould know his lufts mortified by the Spirit, 
that he fhould walk in the Spirit, and be fane- 
tified by the Spirit from all fin and unclean- 
nefs, that he fhould attend the motion and 
guidance of the Spirit, and in all his # conver- 
sation to do nothing but what will ftand jufti- 
fied by this Holy Spirit, that he fhould pray 
in the Spirit, fing with the Spirit, and worfhip 
in the Spirit. Thefeare new doftrinesto the 
titular Chriftian, he knows not what to make 
of them, except it be to brand them with det 
pieable names; the law of the fpirit of life, 
which fhould free him from the Ww c& &&> , m\\ 
death, he is a ftranger to, *a& ^r\l^i \^jpfcr 
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rant of the indwelling of thatfpirit 'which 
raifed Jefus from the'dead, to quicken his mor- 
tal body ; this he counts fanatick do&rine. 
And mftead of being a fpiritual man, which 
difcerneth all things, he is carnal, and feeth 
not far off; the veil being over his heart, he 
cannot fee nor regard the glory of God when it 
appeareth in the inward temple, but oppofeth 
and flighteth the appearance of that Holy 
Spirit which fearcheth his heart and all things ; 
and fo is not led by it from under the law j 
which law was added becaufe of tranfgreffion ; 
and this titular Chriftian who livetn in the 
nature and aft of tranfgreffion, and that 
knows not the curfed ground removed, which 
bringeth forth briars and thorns, from whence 
all evil thoughts, words, and works pro- 
ceed, and is a ftranger to the mortification of 
them by the Spirit; he is under the law, and 
liable to the punifhment thereof, and not un- 
der grace, let him profefs what he will, if he 
brings not forth the fruit of the fpirit in his 
life and converfation, he clearly fheweth, he 
doth not believe in it, nor walk in it, neither 
hath received it, nor come to any true know- 
ledge of it, by its work and operation in his 
heart, he only talks of it with his tongue, 
as fome book or body hath told him } this ig 
the ftate of a titular Chriftian. 
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IV. The true Chriftian s faith and experience 
concerning the HOLT SCR IPTURES. 

THE true Chriftian honourcth the Holy 
Scriptures in their places, and believeth 
and receiveth their teftimony, and is a living 
witnefs of the truth thereof, and he demon*, 
ftrateth it as followeth. By believing, i-e- 
cciving, and obeying him, viz. Chrift Jefus f 
of whom they teftify, whereby he receives 
power to order his converfation according to 
them ; and the true Chriftian believeth that 
they were fpoken 'and written by the motion 
and infpiration of the fpirit of God in holy 
men, prophets, and apoftles; and that it is 
his duty to wait upon God, to receive the 
Spirit of grace and glory, and the gifts there- 
of, of whom they teftify; that thereby he 
may be enabled to read them with undemand- 
ing, and to receive the comfort of them, and 
to be made wife through faith in Chrift unto 
falvation by them* 

* 

And this Chriftian knows right well, that 
ill the univerfity or academical learning in the 
prorld is not able to give the true know- 
edge of the mind of the Spirit in the Holy 
Scriptures j they arc as a feakd boot x.o j»5l 
fe wit, reafon, coraprehedioU) w& ^.qjbm^ 
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parts of all mankind in the fall, learned and 
unlearned : and until man comes to receive, 
regard, and reprove by the manifeftatiori of 
the Spirit, which is given to every man to profit 
withal, as the fcriptures witnefs, he is wholly 
ignorant, and a ftranger to the key of true 
knowledge ; and the treafures of life and 
wifdom are hid from him, and fecured as with 

. feven feals ; and the cherubims with a fla- 
ming fword, that turns every way, and 
guards the tree of life, with the fruits 
thereof, from the fallen wifdom of man r 
and this the true Chriftian knows by expe- 
rience, having tried what the wifdom of this 
world in all its perfe&ion can do; and hath 
feen it confounded and brought to nought in 

• himfelf, being difcovered to be no . part of the 
key of true everlafting knowledge; but rather 
that which hides it, and makes the veil the 
thicker, and fliuts the door of the kingdom 
the fafter; and thofe that abound in it, neither 
enter themfclves, nor fuffer thofe that would ;: 
and this the holy fcriptures tcftify. 

The titular Chriftian faith, he honoureth- 
the fcriptures, and belicveth the ttftimony. 
of them. But how doth he demonftrate his 
honour to them, and belief of them ? Doth 
he order his converfatiori according to them ? 
They exhort, To abftain from every appearance 
of evil, and from every fleflity iuft, which wars 
zgaiolk the fo\x\) and to v^ ou ^ ^^ 
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armour of God, and thereby refift the devil, 
and make him flee: the titular Chriftian doth 
not obey this r exhortation, neither doth he 
believe that it is poflible that any . fhould 
obey it on this fide the grave : fo while 
he pretends to honour them, he gives them 
the lie: for, what is more ridiculous and 
unreafonable than to profefs a belief that 
the Spirit of God in holy men hath left holy 
, precepts and exhortations upon record in 
the fcriptures, which are impoffible to be 
obeyed? Yet this is the language of the 
titular Chriftian, who honoureth them with 
his lips, and cries them up with his tongue, 
but in works denies them: fometimes he 
will give them more titles of honour than 
to them is due ; as, when he calls them the 
word of God ; the touch-ftone and trier of 
all fpirits; the everlafting rule of faith and 
pra&ice; fo in his ignorance will advance 
them with lip -honour beyond what they 
teftify of themfelves, and above what they 
are ; for they are not the word of God, but 
proceed from it, and bear witnefs thereof; 
which word is quick and powerful, (harper 
than any two-edged fword, dividing in the 
inward parts ; and this word is in the mouth 
and in the heart, to be heard and obeyed 
there. They call Chrift the Word of God; 
which word was in the beginning, before the 
fcriptures were written : a^d all that under- 
ftaadnot the voice of this word* \&\& vssm\ 
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and fpiritual fpeaking word, arc wholly ig- 
norant of the words of God and good men, 
recorded in the Holy Scriptures ; and are no 
true honourers nor believers of them. Not- 
withftanding this titular Chriftian's verbal, 
traditional, notional profeffion and high titles 
he gives them, he only therein fhews his* 
blindnefs and folly, in taking the hiftory and 
defcription, or declaration of a thing for 
the thing itfelf : they are not the everlafting 
rule, touch-ftone, and trier of fpirits, but 
declare and teftify of him that is, as Chrift faid 
to the Jews, fpeaking of the fcriptures, They 
are they that teftify of me, but you will not 
come to me, that you may have life. 



V. The true ChrifliarCs faith and experience 
concerning the DOCTRINE OF REPENT- 
ANCE. 

THE true Chriftian bclieveth the doc- 
trines and teachings of Chrift and his 
apoftlcs recorded, in the Holy Scriptures, 
and it is not only his duty, but his praftrcc 
to obey, and live according to them : as firft, 
"the do&rine of repentance from dead works, 
or a turning from darknefs to light, and 
from the power of fatan to God ; this is the 
gate of the kingdom, or ihe fcrft. &e\> x<ro*xfe 
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Chriftianity; this is the door at which the trne 
Chriftian entereth ; if *ny mifs this way they 
ftrive to enter in vain, without repenting, which 
is changing or turning from evil to good, from 
the way of death to the way of life, from dark- 
nefs to light, from the power ajid fervice of fin 
and fatan to the power and fervice of God and 
righteoufnefs. This is the nature and effeft of 
true repentance, and without this no man hath 
a true title, in Chrift, nor Chriftianity, let his pro- 
fcffion of it be never fo high ; for death reigned 
from the fall of Adam till Mofes, and all men 
have therein' come Ihort of the glory of God, 
and in that fallen nature are the children of 
wrath, dead in fins and trefpaffes ; and God 
hath concluded all in unbelief, that he might 
have mercy upon all. d 

And now the call of God is to all men every 
where to repent ; e and none but thofe that an- 
fwer this call, find the mercy : this call of God 
is more univeifally inward and immediate, than 
outward and mediate; the which if people flight, 
difregard* and negleft to obey, the outward in* 
ftrumcnts and means avail not. 

Now the true Chriftian gives teftimony that 
he believes and obeys the doftrine of repent- 
ance, in manner following: firft, whereas his 
mind and heart was running after, and captivated • 
with the fight of the eye, the luft of the flefli, 
and the pride of Hfe,that are in that world which 

4 Rom. xl j». • A&s rsru. y>. 
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lies in wickednefs ; now bis mind and heart iV 
not only flopped, but alfo turned from- them, 
and weaned from the delight and pleafure he 
had in them, and not only fo, but by the Aim- 
ing of the light in his heart, is made to fee the 
exceeding finfulnefs of them, and to feel the 
weight and burden thereof, which while he 
was dead in fins and trefpaffes, he could not 
feel, nor be fenfible of; but now being quick- 
ened by the voice of God, which calls to re- 
pentance, he cries out with Paul, O wretched* 
man, who fhall deliver me? And this is the 
cry which the Lord is ready to hear, and to an- 
fwer with themanifeflationof his love and power* 
and with the joy of his falvation ; and now is his 
face Sion^ward, and his travel towards the holy, 
city is begun ; and this true Chriftian right well 
knows that his repentance or turning from and 
out of the broad way of fin and fatan, and fet- 
ting his foot into the ftrait and narrow way,, 
was not of himfelf, nor effe&ed in his own will 
and power, but by the virtue of the free gift of 
God, and operation of his free grace, and that 
he daily and momentarily needs the divine affif- 
tance of the fame, to lead, guide, and afXift him 
every ftep of his journey, to the end. 

And now he is a living witnefs of the truth, 
of Ghrift's faying, when he faid, Verily, ve- 
rily, I fay unto you, the hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead (haH hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and they that hear fhall live ; f 

f J«hn v. 15 • 



this is the firft diftinguifhing work of the power- 
fill voice of God, and the true hearing of it ; 
the world hears its convincing voice, but not re- 
garding nor obeying it, are not made alive, nor 
converted by it ; nothing is able, nor fufficient, 
nor appointed of God to give repentance unto 
life, but the hearing of this voice of the Son j 
he hath formerly, or in times paft, heard many 
•roices, lo here, and lo there, and hath 'made 
many repentances, and turnings, from one way 
and opinion to another ; but till he heard 
and obeyed the voice of the Son of God, 
never knew that repentance which is never to 
<be repented of. 

And then fecbndly, when this.Chriftian hath 

heard and obeyed this voice, and is turned 

out of the broad way, and begins to walk in 

the ftrait and narrow way 5 and to have 

no fellowfhip with the unfruitful works of 

darknefs, but rather reprove them, then he 

becomes a wonder, a by-word, a^d a taunt 

to his former companions, who think it 

ftrange, that he runs not with them into the 

fame excefs of riot ; hut makes ftraight ftep? to 

his feet, and meafures all his goings by the 

line of righteoufnefs, which the goodnefs of 

God, that leadeth to repentance g hath brought 

him to; now he appears like an owl in the 

•defart, and like a pelican in the wildernefs, 

and like a fparrow upon the houfe-top: 

now his great trials, temptations, aad cxs.** 

* Rom. ik 4* 
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cifcs begin both within and without; here 
he fees his enemies about him like bees, which 
till now he had no fight nor fenfe of ; the ftrong 
man keeping the houfe, all his goods were at 
peace, and the houfe being dark, and his eye 
dim, did not perceive nor difcovcr the enemies 
of his foul that lodged therein, nor could not 
judge, nor difcern the nature of the goods with 
which his houfe was furnifhed, that old deceiver 
having power to transform himfelf like unto 
an angel of God, and td imitate the furniture 
of his temple ; but now he having heard the 
voice of the Son of God, and being quickened 
by his mighty power, and the eye of his 
mind being opened and fattened upon the. 
fame, then the devil rageth, knowing he hath 
but a fhort time, and that his difpofTci&on 
grows nigh, and the fpoiling of his goods is at 
hand, except he could by any means prevent • 
it; but all his endeavours were and are in 
vain agaipft this true repentant, who trufting 
in the goodnefs of the Lord, which at firft 
kd him to repentance, and relying upon the 
arm of his power, which had opened the eye 
that was blind, unftopped the ear that was 
deaf, and enlightened the underftanding that 
was darkened, he in the fame is made able to 
ft and, and to refift him in all his affaults, 
to efcape all his baits and fnares, to quench all 
his fiery darts, and to overcome him in all 
his temptations, to go right on his way, 
prefiing forward toward the mark fot the ^xvxc 
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of the high calling of God in Chrift Jefus, where 
all the treafures of wifdom, of knowledge, and 
of glory are hid, and laid up for thofe that love 
his appearance, and obey his calling/ which is to 
repentance : and none other are in the way 
to know what the high calling of God in 
Chrift Jefus is, let their notions, profeflions, 
and confeffions be never fo high. 

The titular Chriftian profeffeth, he believ- 
eth the do&rine an4 teachings of Chrift and 
his apoftles, and firft this of repentance; 
but how doth he demonftrate his faith ? Is his 
mind turned from the darknefs to the light, 
from the power of fatan to God? Is he quick- 
ened and made alive by the hearing of the 
voice of the Son of God ? Is he come forth 
of the grave of fin and fca of corruption? 
Doth he feel the weight and burthen of it ? 
Is fin become exceeding finful unto him? Is 
a cry raifed in his foul unto the Lord for k 
full deliverance and redemption from the 
fervitude of fin and fatan? Hath he a true 
fenfe and fight of the nature and tendency 
of fin? Is- his mind truly turned to the .ap- 
pearance of God in Chrift within, which is to 
deftroy and make an end of fin, and finifli 
tranfgrefllon, and the author of it, and bring 
in everlafting righteoufnefs inftead thereof? 
Doth he bring forth fruits meet for repent- 
aace? And doth he {hew by them that he is 

VPhil.iii.14. 
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turned from the fcrvice of fin and fatan, into 
the fervice of God and righteoufnefs ? Is he 
turned out of the broad way? Doth he 
walk in the narrow, and make ftraight fleps 
to his feet ? Are they pulled out of the mire 
and clay, and fet upon the rock ? Are all 
his goings guided by the line of righteouf- 
nefs ? And is he enabled by the powerful voice 
and arm of the Son of God, to (land upright 
on his feet in the midft of all his enemies, 
and by the fame to travel on, in the way of 
holinefs, towards the holy city, and heavenly 
Jerufalem, the city of the faints folemnity? 
Thcfe things accompany true repentance; 
therefore let the titular Chriftian turn the eye 
of his mind inward, and commune with his 
own heart, and be ftill ; confult with God's 
witnefs therein, and examine and anfwer 
thefe things, fee and try whether he hath not 
deceived himfelf with a falfe profeflion and 
a feigned repentance, wherein he confeffeth 
daily, but doth not forfake, and fo finds not 
mercy, deceiving his own foul by daily fin- 
ning, and an imaginary repentance, being 
fubjeft to call and account a changing and 
turning from one fort of the devil's fervice 
to another, from felf-finning and debauchery 
to felf-righteoufnefs ; from one opinion to 
another, and from one fort and fafliion of in- 
vented worfhip to another, a repentance j 
though in all the old man with his deeds ap- 
pear* prevalent, and the eaixYiVj 'uso&t k borne, 
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End the nature and ground of fin and tranf- 
greffion remain unfhaken by the voice and 
power of the Son of God, which calls and leads 
all that hear and obey it to true repentance. 

And till this voice be heard, and this power 
felt and witnefTed to work and operate in 
the inward man, the bead receives no deadly 
wound, and the ftrength of fin is not abated, 
and the throng holds of imagination continue 
unbroken down; and fo repentance in this 
fiate is only talked of in vain by all the nomi- 
nal Chriftians upon the face of the earth, who 
experience not thefe things wrought and ef- 
fected in them and for them, and are wholly 
ignorant of that repentance which is never to 
be repented of, and of that jqy that is in 
heaven over one finner that repenteth, more 
than over ninety-nine juft perfons who need 
no repentance. 



VJ. The true Chriftians Faith and Experience 
concerning MORTIFICATION, WAR- 
FARE, SELF-DENIAL, and a D1ING 
DAILT. 

THE true Chriftian, next unto repent- 
ance, believes the do&rine of mor- 
tification, warfare, felf- denial, and a dyu^ 
daily; and he /heweth fonh \Ia& £*vx\i \sj \£& 
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^tvorks, having heard and obeyed the call off 
■God, and being thereby turned, or having 
•repented, he comes to receive the Spirit of 
adoption, ■ whereby he can call God, Father? 
and fo comes to receive power againft the 
world, the flclh, and the devil j which though 
he hath turned his back upon them, and fet 
his face Sion-wards, yet they will follow him, 
and purfue him, and attend him with divers 
allurements and temptations, in order to 
turn him back again : and thus will continue, 
laying baits and fnares, in hopes to prevail; 
until a death be witneffed to the carnal mind, 
and tranfgreffing nature, which is prone to 
receive the temptation. Therefore the true 
Chriftian being come to a »true £ght and fenfe 
of the ftrongth imd fubtilty of the enemy, 
watches and wars in the fpirit againft him j 
and obeys the apoftle's exhortation, Mortify 
. therefore your members which are upon* the 
* earth. And if ye through the Spirit mortify 
ihe deeds of the body, ye (hall live. 1 So he wit- 
ncfTcth a dying or mortifying daily of that nature 
and mind which has had a life in fin, until it be 
mortified or killed, and till he cometh to witnefs 
ihat faying fulfilled, Death is fwallowed up in 
viftory, the ftrength of it being taken away ; tiU 
which is efFe&ed he remaineth .in the war- 
fare, like a good foidier, following his captain, 
.conquering and to conquer, until a perfedfc 
jri&ory be obtained. And that .hie may not 

4 
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fcil nor come ihort in this warfare and work 
of mortification, he keeps his eye always 
upon his captain, and his ears open to that 
voic5 that at firft quickened, him, and -called him 
to repentance, and his mind flayed upon that 
Holy Spirit o£ grace that. hath wrought hither- 
to for him ; which makes felf of no reputation, 
and which burieth felf and all his acquirements 
and perfection in the death of the crofa, as 
"not being fit nor worthy to be concerned in 
the work of regeneration. And the true 
Chriftian well knows, that there is no poffi- 
bility to be .a difciple and follower of Chrift 
further than the daily crofs to felf is taken 
up;* he meets with no greater enemy in his 
journey than fclf-thougjits and imaginations, 
felf-willing and running, felf-confultation and 
felf-working ; which if he watch not againft, 
rule over, and keep under by that hand 
and power that hath appeared for his deli- 
verance, and hath wrought it in a mea- 
fufe, he again may be entangled and enfnared ; 
therefore he ftands iituhe do&rine of felf-dc- 
nial till felf be denied, and in the putting off 
.the old man, with his .d. a eds, till they arc 
wholly put off ; and when he hath done all, 
itands {till, and abides with the fame powerful 
hand, that hath wrought all thefe things in 

* This made Paul careful to keep his body under, 
left while he, preached to others, he \utufe\fc \raaRA *. 
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Km and for him ; and to it he attributes tke 
jjlory, and gives the praife for ever. 

Now the titular Chriftian profeffeth the 
■do&rine of mortification, and talks of a dying 
to fin, and a warring againft it, and of felf- 
denial, and putting off the old man, and taking 
tip the daily crofs. But how doth he anfwer 
his profeffion? What courfe doth he take 
to mortify fin, while he believes not in the 
light which fhines* in his heart, that dis- 
covers it ; nor in the - manifcftation of the 
fpirit given him to mortify and deftroy~ fin ; 
nor in the power of God within, which gives 
ftrength to war againft it, and to overcome 
fin within ? Neither hath he received the fpi- 
rit pf adoption, whereby he is enabled to call 
God, Father,* but is unacquainted and ignorant 
t>f him in that relation ; yet hath learned by 
tradition, as the impenitent and unconverted 
Jews did, ' whofe knowledge of him .yras 
taught by the precepts of men, to call God, 
Father: 1 and though they accounted them- 
felves children of God by virtue of this tra- 
ditional knowledge received from their fore- 
fathers, rabbies, and doftors of the law; 
yet Chrift Jefus, the great doftor, and righ- 
teous judge, and true teacher, told them, 
they were quite the contrary, even of their fa- 
ther the dcvil. m i 

5r» the titular Chr-ft/.-m, vfaWe xx&ta^ot- (^ 
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ten to God, in his impenitent, unregenerate 
ftate, having read the holy fcriptures, and 
the traditions of his fathers, furnifheth 
himfeif with the profeffion of the doftrines 
of the gofpel, as the Jews did of the law, 
even while fin- reigns in his mortal body, 
while the old man with his deeds are not put 
off; and while fclf-will, felf-wifdom, and 
felf in all ks properties is undenied, and 
while be is a ftranger to the crofs of Chrifl, 
and fo takes it not up, nor follows him j but 
wants power to mortify fin, and to war 
againft the world, the flefh, and the devil. So 
while he talks of mortification and dying to 
fin, fin lives in him, and increafes as his days 
incrcafe; and iriftead of overcoming it, he it 
overcome daily by it . and while he profeffes 
felf-deniat , nothing but felf is owned ; felf 
wills and runs; felf worfhips and offers the 
offering of Cain ; felf feeks, and knocks, and 
ftrives to enter, but is not able. And till this 
willing, and running, and power of felf is de- 
wed, judged, and brought down, and made of 
no reputation, by the powerful working and 
operation of the Spirit of God within ; none 
can witnefs a being dead to fin, nor have 
viftory over it, nor be a difciple of Chrifl 
Jefus, nor follow him in the work of regene- 
ration. Let them profefs what they will, ex* 
cept this be knoVn, their profeffion is a lie, and 
they deceive their own fouls. This is the word 
of truth to all the titular Chriftians upon the face 
of the earth, of what name or {e& fo^tet* 
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VII. The true ChriftiarCs Faith and Expermce 
concerning SANCTIFICATION, WASH- 
ING and CLEAN SING from SIN and COR- 
RUPTION. 

THE true Chrrftiair owns and believes 
the do&rme of fan&ification, wafhing, 
.and cleanfing from fin and corruption ; and 
he manifefts his faith by the virtue and ope- 
ration of the fpirit of God working in him ; 
having been led by the fame through the 
work of repentance, mortification, and felf- 
denial. He is now not only turned from 
fit), and come to the mortifying of it, but alfo 
to the fan&ifying, walhing, and cleanfing 
from it ; fo he comes to witnefs a being de- 
livered from the dead body, and the dead 
to be buried out of his fight; and as be 
_ abides and dwells with this fanftifying and 
cleanfing power, he is preferved from cor- 
rupting himfelf, or fo much as touching the 
dead again. This is the antitype, and 
fubftance of all the divers wafbings, puri- 
fications, and fon&ifications, ufed under the 
law, where the temple and all the furniture 
thereof were fanftified. Now he knoweth 
himfelf to be the temple of the Holy Ghoft \ n 
and this knowledge keepeth him from defiling 
of it : being bought with a price, not with 

•• i Cor. vl x j. 
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gold, nor * filver, nor corruptible things,* 
but with the precious blood of Chrift, which 
cleanfeth and kedpeth clean the true Chriftian, 
And herein alfo he witneffeth the antitype 
and fubftance, fignified by the laying of the 
people's fins upon a fcape-goat, and letting., 
him go into the wildernefs^ Thefe .were the 
fhadows of good things to come, the fub-^ 
fiance of which the true Chriftian now en- 
joyeth ; and is come to the one everlafting. 
offering, Chrift Jefus, which perfefts for ever 
thofe that are fah&ified j p and both he that 
fan&ifieth, and they that are fan&ified, are all 
of one : and he that is joined to the Lord is 
one fpirit. 9 And the true Chriftian abiding in' 
this fan&ification and unity with the Lord, 
fins no more ; fo needs no further confeffion^ 
of fin, nor further facrifice for it ; being drawn 
near unto the Lord, with a true heart, in 
full affurance of faith, having his heart 
fprinkled from an evil confeience, and his body 
wafhed with pure water/ Here is no more a 
remembrance again of fin ; yet there is a 
poflibility, after this cftate is witneffed and - 
enjoyed, that there may be a falling-away, 
or a .wilful finning again ;* which the apoftle 
knew well, and therefore warned people to 
beware of it, that they tread not the Son of 
God under foot, nor count the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith they were fanftified, an 

• Levi*, xvi. from vcr. 8 to a6. » Hcb. x. I v * HtkAuW 
r Hcb. x. i%. • Hcb. x. a6. 
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unholy thing : nor do defpite unto the fpirit of 
grace. 1 Therefore the true Chriftian, after 
he is wafhed, cleanfed, and fan&ified, watch- 
eth againft all that would defile him again ; 
and abiding in the fpirit and power, which hath 
wrought his fan&ification, he rules and reigns 
over fin and fatan, ajid is no more entangled 
with the yoke of bondage ; but keeps in his in- 
heritance among them that are fanftificd, who 
are members of that glorious church," which 
is without fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing, 
holy, and without blemifh.* 

The titular Chriftian alfo talks of and pro- 
feffeth the doftrinc of fanftificatioa, wafcing, 
and cleanfing from fin and corruption. But 
his talk is not true, and his profeffion is 
feigned, becaufe he is not a witnefs of the 
work Micreof in himfelf: he hath read in 
the holy fcriptures, that no unefcan thing 
. can enter the kingdom ; and that without holi- 
nefs no man can fee the Lord ; and thatj the 
Lord will be fan&ified of all that draw near 
unto him : therefore he hath devifed a pro- 
feffion of fan&ification, which may be only 
talked of, but never poffeffed and wrought in 
him on this fide the grave. And to this end 
he hath made up a faith of his own, and is 
wholly ignorant of that faith which was once 
delivered to the faints, or holy people, by 
which their hearts were purified. And by 

* Hcb, x. ty> $o. *■ Aft* xx. 3*i * *^ * • *l • 
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virtue of this feigned faith, he perfuades him- 
felf, that the fanftification and holinefs of 
Chrift without him, (hall be reckoned and 
imputedjinto him, While he remains unfanc- 
rified, and unholy ; and that the cleannefs, 
innbeency, and fpotleffnefs o£ Chrift {hall be 
accounted unto him, notwithftanding he re- 
mains foul, guilty, and full of fpots and de- 
filements ; and that God looks upon him not 
as he is in himfelf, but as he is in Chrift 
Jefus, his Saviour ; when indeed he is not in 
him, nor faved by him from that which defiles 
him; for/ if any man be in Chrift, he is a 
new creature, old things are paffed away, and 
all things are*become new. 7 By this th,e titular 
Chriftian may try himfelf: if he be not really 
changed, -the old creature and old things 
paffed away, he h iSot in Chrift; and God 
cannot, nor doth> look upon him where he 
is not: therefore let him nor further deceive 
himfelf; for God's witnefs in his own con- 
fcience feeth andjudgeth him where he is, out 
of Chrift, unfanftified, in the old nature and 
old things ; and God, from whence it comes, 
is greater, and feeth and judgeth him alfo. 

And this titular Chriftian is fo far front* 
living and enjoying a fanflified ftate, as the 
true Chriftian did and doth, that he never 
comes to enjoy fo much clearnefs and freedom 
from fin, as the Jews did, who lived in the 
types, figures, and fhadows of good things 

J* Cor. v, 17. • 
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to come; for they once a year, while they 
kept the law, were quitted and eafed of 
all their (ins and tranfgreffions, and a Jull 
atonement was made pnee a year for all 
fins pad. Which is more than alt the nomi- 
. nal Chriftians upon the face of the earth 
really enjoy. Notwithftanding their boaft- of 
living in gofpel times, and in the days of 
the new covenant, and of falvatien by Chrift 
Jefus ; their boaft is vain; The gofpel, which is 
the power of God to falvationi working and 
operating in their inward man, to fave not only 
from the guilt, but from the aft of fin, and to 
cleanfe from all iniquity, they are wholly igno- 
rant of, and Grangers to ; and the new cove- 
: nant, the law in the heart, which makes free 
from the law of fin and death, and the fpirk 
that fanftifieth from it, reigns not in their mortal 
bodies ; but the contrary, viz. Sin r and the law 
of it; and by the fpirit of truth they are 
convinced of it, and by the light in their con- 
fidences they ftand arraigned, and convifted be- 
fore the judgment-feat of God, let their prc*- 
feffion be ever fo high. 

Nor is the titular Chriftian a living witnefs 
of the one everlafting offering, which per- 
fefteth for ever thofe that are fanftified : nor 
of the onenefs and unity which is between him 
that fanftifieth, and thofe that are fanftified ; 
nor of the abiding with "him that fanftifieth, fo 
as to fin no more ; neither is he drawn near ' 
unto God with a true heart, fprinkled from an 
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evil confcience j nor is his body waflied with 
pure water. He hath no full affurance of faith 
in thefe things i but rather concludes them un- 
attainable on this side the grave, and fo is 
held captive in the chains of fin and fatan,* 
and entangled with the yoke of bondage; 
and in this ftate inherits mifery and darknefs, 
and is a member of that church which is full 
of fpots and wrinkles, fores and corruptions, 
(Jifeafed from the crown of the head to the fole 
of the foot. Of this church Chrift is not the 
head. Let the titular Chriftian imagine what 
he will, he muft depart among the goats, be- 
caufe he is a worker of iniquity. 



VIII. 7 he true Chriftian 9 s Faith and Experience 
concerning JUSTIFICATION. 

THE true Chriftian believeth the doftrine 
of juftification, and that it immediately 
fucceeds the work of fanftification. Being juf- 
tified by faith, even that faith which is the gift 
of God, he witneffeth peace with God through 
the Lord Jefus Chrift : z and' the juft live 
by faith.* And he is come to the fpirits of 
juft men made perfe&, even now in this age; 
as the true Chriftian did in former ages, tef- 
tified of in the holy fcriptures. Now to be 
jpftified, is to be made juft, by the virtue- 

* Rom. v. I. • Hcb. x.38. * Hct>, «5L*v 
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of that faith which gitfes viftory oter the 
unjuft, and by that blood which cleanfeth and 
/aveth from wrath to come. And this juftifi- 
cation comes not by the works of the law ;* 
for by that (hall no flelh be juftified,* nor by 
felf-works, nor felf righteoufnefs, but by the 
free gift of God ; which leads through the 
law, and fulfils it, and deftroys felf-works, and 
felf-righteoufnefs, ancji eftablifhes good works, 
and brings in everlafting righteoufnefs, which 
exceeds the righteoufnefs of the fcribes, phari- 
ices, and hypocrites : and herein the true 
Chriftian ftands iuftified in the fight of God, 
who worketh all his works in him and for him, 
to will and to do of his own good pleafure : d 
and none can lay any thing to the charge of 
this cleft, whom God juftifieth/ 

The titular Chriftian profeffeth the doc- 
trine of juftification by faith in Chrift Jefus ; 
but it is no more than a bare profeffion and 
his faith is not the faith of God's eleft, neither 
is he led into peace with God by it, nor re- 
ceives power by it to gain viftory over the 
unjuft nature and fpirit that lives in him ; but 
imagines an imputative juftification, and applies 
the juftnefs, righteoufnefs, and holincfs of 
Chrift, wrought without him, above 1700 years 
ago, unto himfelf, while he is unjuft, unholy, 
and unrighteous ; but this avails not the titu- 
lar Chriftian at all : herein alfo he deceives him* 

- ' C Alii. 16. 4 Phil. ii. 13. • Rom.Tiii. 33. 
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felf, being not experimentally acquainted with 
the blood of ChrHl, which juftificth, wafheth, 
cleanfeth, and faveth from wrath to come, and 
from that which is the caufe of it, viz. fin. And 
fo he knows not a leading through the law, 
which was added becaufe of tranfgreffion, and 
hath power over the tran%reffor as long as 
he liveth, unto Chrift, who was before the law, 
and before there was any occafion for the law ; 
who alone was able to juftify the righteous, 
and condemn the wicked, whofe ways are all 
equal, juft, and righteous, never condemning 
the juft, nor juftifying the wicked. And it may 
be truly faid of this titular Chriftian, as Chrift 
faid to the covetous pharifees, who derided 
him, Ye are they which JUSTIFY YOUR- 
SELVES before men, but God knoweth your 
hearts; for that which is highly eftcemed 
amongft men, is abomination in the fight of 
God/ 

Now the fame fpirit that then derided 
Chrift, and fet him at naught, . and that tjien 
ruled in the hearts of fcribes, pharifees, and 
hypocrites, and impenitent hard-hearted Jews, 
is in this part of the world called Chriftendom, 
turned profeffor of him in words ; and teaches 
him in whom it rules to talk of falvation and 
juftification by him, though at the fame time 
that fpirit lives and rules in his heart, to which 
God looks, and which he knoweth, that deni- 
eth, defpifeth, bctrayeth, and crucifieth him, 

f Luke xvi. 15, 
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even while he pretends to worfliip him* as the 
Jews did, who fmotc him on the head, fpit 
upon him* mocked him, and at the fame 
time bowed their knees, and worftiipped 
him ; g and as Judas did, who faid, Hail Mailer, 
and kifled him, and at the fame time betrayed 
him. h The nominal or titular Chriftian is 
guilty of the fame thing, he living in that, and 
daily committing that which ever was the caufe 
and occafion of all his fufferings, viz. fin. 
Therefore is he many times convi&ed, reprov- 
.ed, judged, and condemned in his heart by 
God's Spirit that fearchcth it, even while his 
tongue talks of juflification : now to this Spirit 
of God which fearchcth his heart and trieth 
his reins, is this titular Chriftian counfelled to 
take heed, and to hear its judgment concerning 
him, and with his whole heart receive the fame, 
and by it judge all the flatteries, vain conceits, 
notions, imaginations and dreams, by which he 
hath been led and deceived, through the fubtil- 
ty of that grand enemy the devil and fatan, 
who will fuffer his fervants, children, and flaves, 
to turn profeflbrs of Chriftianity, and be 
Chriftians in name, and to talk of the gofpei, 
While he keeps -poffeffion of the heart. Let 
(he titular Chriftian confidcr thefe things be. 
fore it be too late. 

• Mark xt. 19; k Mat.xxvi.49. 
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IX. The true Chriftian's Faith and Experience 
concerning BAPTISM and the LORD's 
SUPPER. 

THE true Chriftian believes and lives 
under the two great ordinances of 
. Chrifl, baptifm and the fupper of the Lord in 
the myftery j and he can give an experi- 
. mental account how he comes to live in the 
enjoyment of thefe ordinances ; even how he 
paffed through the work of regeneration, 
mortification, {elf-denial, fan&ification, and 
juftificatioh, before he comes to be a true 
fubjeft, and partaker of thefe ordinances. 
He can tell how the old man with his deeds 
were put off, and the new man put on j for 
he that is baptized into Chrift, hath put on 
Chrifl: ; * not only profeffed him while the old 
man was alive, but is in a meafure baptized 
with the fame baptifm he was baptized with, 
even with the Holy Ghoft and fire, which is 
inward and fpiritual; and wafheth, cleanfeth, 
and purifieth inwardly and fpiritually ; which 
all the outfide waftiings and baptifms were 
but a type of. By. this baptifm the true 
Chriflianr is not only wafhed and made clean, 
but kept and preferved by the fame, clean and 
pure; prepared and made fit to put on the 
wedding-garment, and to fit at the table of the 

iGai.ui.a7, 
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Lord, and partake of the feafl of fat things, and 
drink of the wine that he hath prepared ; which 
is the blood of the new teftament, which is 
drink indeed, and he eats the flefh of the Son of 
Man, which is meat indeed, k and this is the fup. 
per of the Lord ; and he eats and drinks wor- 
thily, difcerning the Lord's body, having heard 
his voice, and opened the door at which he 
once flood knocking ; and he is now come 
in unto him, according to his faithful promife, 
and fups with him, 1 and he with him. Here 
is the fruit of the vine drank new in the king- 
dom of God ; m and here is the bleffed man that 
eateth bread in the kingdom of God, n and fit- 
teth down therein, being cloathed with his wed- 
ding-garment of fine linen, and enjoying the 
efficacious virtue of him, which is everlafting 
life and falvation ; hungering and thirfting no 
more after the forbidden fruit, nor after the 
wine of fodom; bfccaufe he hath the fame mind 
which was in Chrift Jefus, who never hungered 
nor thirfted after thofe things ; who though 
tempted, yet never tranfgreffed, but overcame 
the devil in all his temptations. This is the 
ftate and glory of the true Chriftian ; this ho- 
nour have all the faints, who come to be ef- 
tablifhed in the mind of Chrift ; . and this ho- 
nour which they had in former ages, and borne 
witnefs of and teftified to in the holy fcriptures, 
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is in (tore, and laid up for all that love his 
appearance, and come unto God by him. , 

The titular Chriftiah faith; he owns Chrift's 
ordinances, and profeffcth himfelf a fub- 
jeft of the baptifm of Chrift, and a gucft 
at the Lord's table j but his profeffion muft 
be examined, tried, and fearched ; for as in 
other things, fo in this he muft not be fo be- 
caufe he profeffcth it. This were to judge ac- 
cording to appearance, and fo not righteous 
judgment : the account that he gives to prove 
that he is fo, is as followeth. Firft, as to 
baptifm, he hath received the, adminiftration 
of it by water after one fafhion or other j 
either when he was a child, he had water 
fprinklcd upon his face by the hand of a 
priefty or plunged all over, it may be ac* 
cdrapanied with other ceremonies, as fpittle, 
creaiti, fait, oil, and the fign of the crofs; 
or otherwife. When he grew up to years of 
difcretion, able- to receive the traditions of 
his forefathers, and to read the holy fcrip- 
ture's, therein he finds" that divers were bap- 
tized in water after they did believe in John's 
miniftry; who was the peculiar minifter of 
it, and. was a burning and a ihining light in 
his day, and as the voice of one crying in the 
wildernefs, Prepare the way of the Lord; 
arid that Jefus himfelf was baptized therewith, 
and that many others were baptized^ not onbf 
bfjohn, bat alfo by the .difc\p\c* wA'i^^ 
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of jefus. Now this reader, it may be . in* tfce 
tendcrnefs and fimpftcity of his fpirit, the 
veil being over his heart when he reads, is 
ready to conclude, furely this is an ordi- 
nance of Chrift, this is Chrift's baptifm, and- 
if I will be his difciple, I muft be a fabjeft 
of it ; if I would be counted a believer* L 
muft alfo be baptized with water, or elfe I 
cannot be faved ; and fo this reader, his eye 
being abroad, and being ignorant of thai? 
head, in which the wife man's eye ftands, 
and not diiccnung the times and feafons, 
and the divers difpenfations of God towards 
mankind fince the fall, nor perceiving the end 
of them* lays hold of the flbadow and figure 
inftead of the fubftanrc, and gets poffeffion 
of the fhell inftead of the kbrneh hi? body 
waflhed* though not with the pure water of 
the word; his outfide baptized with out- 
ward water ; and then accounts himfelf a 
fcbjcft, and partaker of Chrift's ordinance. 
But herein the titular Chriftian of all forts is 
deceived; for notwithftanding his teachers 
tell him, that he entered within the pale of 
the church, and was made a member of 
Chrift, when he was fprinkled with water in 
his infancy; and the other, when of under- 
ftanding to imitate others, I fay, herein he 
deceiveth himfelf, and is deceived, becaufe 
he {till remains ignorant of the one baptifm, 
which wafheth and cleanfeth the infide, puri- 
£eth the heart, and fpfuikk* xk* cov\td*\^ 
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ft om dead works : of which all the outfide 
fprinklings, walhings, and baptifms that 
ever were appointed of God, or pra&ifed of 
holy men^ were but a figure or type. And 
the true Chriftian flicks not, nor remains in 
any of them ; but it is a great myftery to tell 
the titular Chriftian of being baptized with this 
one baptifm, which is the baptifm of Chrift, 
under the term of Holy Ghoft and fire ; 
though he may read that Chrift foretold, that 
even thofe that were partakers of John's bap- 
tifm, which was the greateft of outward bap- 
tifms, fhould be baptized with the Holy Ghoft 
and fire. And John faid, 1 indeed baptize with 
water, unto repentance; but he that cometh 
after me, is mightier than I, whofe fhoes I am 
not worthy to bear, he fball baptize with the 
Holy Ghoft and with fire : whofe fan is in his 
hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into the garner, but he will 
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.° 
This the true Chriftian witneffed fulfilled in the 
primitive times } and now is partaker of the 
fame. Being baptized into Chrift, he hath put 
him on; 9 being baptized into hU death, is buried 
with him in baptifm ; q and this baptifm being 
one, brings all that are partakers of it, of what 
•nation or country foevcr, bond or free, into 
one body, into onenefs of heart, and mind, 
and fpirit, as Paul tcftified to the Corinthians : 
For by one fpirit we are all baptized into one 
bod/, whether we be Jews or Gc&£\e&, ^fos> 

M*L ili. ii, 12. t Gal. in. 47. * CoVxu \v 
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ihcr we be bond ox free, and have been all made 
to dribk into one fpirit. This bleffed onenefs 
and unity, is the fruit and effeft of the one 
true baptifm of Chrift Jefus. 

Thefe things the titular Chriftian can read 
of in the Holy Scriptures, which the true 
'Chriftians were witnefles of; but till the 
veil of the coverings be rent and taken away 
from off his heart, and he- truly turned untd 
the Lord, and becomes fcnfible of the ope- 
ration of his fpirit, as a fanner, as a purger, 
as a gatherer of the wheat jn the garner^ and 
as a fire to burn up the chaff ; till he knows 
this working in his own heart, he remains 
in death and darknefe, and only talks; of 
beavenly things, but lives in the earthly ; and 
boafts of Chrift's ordinance pf baptifm, but 
is a ftranger to it, and flicks in the outfide 
and fhadow, and abides in the outward court 
which is trodden under foot of the gentiles, 
and cries up the temple of the Lord and his 
ordinances, but dwells not therein, nor is a 
Kving witnefs or member thereof. 

And concerning the Lord's fupper, the titu*- 
hx Chriflia'n profeffeth himfelf a gucft pre- 
pared to fit at the table, and to eat of the 
dainties that he hath prepared ; but the Mafter 
ef the feaft hath appeared, and taken notice 
of his gucft, and hath given an eye alfo to 
Jbis children, to fee beyond the outfide *ap- 
pcannce and profeflionv aud tW &vj <&\sv»L 
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and manifeftation is come, and the titular 
Chriftian mud bye examined, whether he fits 
at the table of the Lord, and eats of his 
flefh, and drinks of his. blood ; or on the 
contrary, whether he only profeff^th it, and 
crowddth himfelf in unprepared, without his 
wedding-garment, and catcheth at a fhadow, 
and feedeth upon hulks, and is as one . that 
dreameth he eateth, but when he awakes, is 
hungry* Therefore how doth he demonftrate 
that he is a partaker of this fupper ? Why, 
he hath received by tradition* or findeth it 
written jn the holyfcriptures, That the fame 
night jthat Chrift was betrayed, he took bread 
and bleffcd it, and brake it, and gave to his 
difciples, and faid,. Take, eat, this is my body, 
which is given for you, do. this in remembrance 
dfrae; and alfo the cup, faying, This cup is 
that new teftament in, my blood, which is filed • 
for. you, this do as often as ye drink in remem- 
brance of me ; and Paul faith, So often as ye 
cat this bread, and drink this cup, you fliew 
forth the Lord's death till he come. This 
was to. the difciples, and was in, itfclf but a rc- 
prefcntation and figure . of that which is meat 
indeed, and drink indeed ; which Paul princi- 
pally aimed at, which at Chrift's fecond ap- 
pearance without fin unto; falvation, his faints 
and difciples were partakers of: but the titular 
.Chriftian before he hath approved himfelf a 
difciple of Jcfus, and before he hath followed 
him one Hep in the work ot tc%w«msm5^ 
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begins to imitate what he finds was pra&ifcd 
by Chrift and his difciplcs, though not in 
the fame fpirit, nor to the fame end. One fore 
gets bread and wine, and confecrates it, as 
he faith, and then imagines it immediately 
tranfubftantiated, or changed, into the real flefh 
and blood of Chrift. This is a great and 
flrong delufion indeed, contrary to his outward 
fenfes, which are able to try outward things, 
for the very bread and wine fo confecrated, 
remain of the very fame quality, nature, and 
form as before; and as fubje& to decay, mould, 
and corrupt, and be eaten by vermin, as any 
other bread and wine of the fame kind. 

Another fort, not quite fo much befotted 
in this thing, bleffettr bread and wine after 
his manner, and looks upon it as bread and 
wine after his blefling is beftowed upon it; 
eating and drinking of it, fome after one 
maflner, and fome after another, calling it 
a bleffed facrament. One will eat it before 
dinner, another after fuppcr; one Handing, 
another kneeling, another fitting; and do not 
look upon it as real flefli and blood, but a 
rcprefentarion, type, or figure, or fomething 
which ought to be partaken of in remem- 
brance of Chrift till he comes. But in aH 
thefe things the titular Chriftiaa deceives 
himfelf, and indeed hath no part in the 
one, nor in the other, in. the true figure, 
nor in the fubftancc. And notwithftanding 
his outward mouth eats and dtvciV* .qnccvmI 
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tread and wine, which comes from beneath, 
and is the fruit of the earth, his inward man 
pines and hungers for want of partaking of 
•that living bread which comes down from 
heaven j and is wholly a ftranger to that flefh 
which is meat indeed, and to that blood 
-which is drink indeed ; and puts the coming 
of the Lord far off; and is wholly ignorant 
not only, of him, but of the manner of his 
coming alfo, and of the very door of con- 
fcience at which he ftands knocking, and fo 
.doth not open unto him; but openeth to a 
Jtranger, and entertaineth his enemy, and 
giveth place and obedience to that which oc- 
xafioned all his fufferings, to wit, fin, and 
Ac author of it. This is to ik at the table 
of devils, eating of the forbidden fruit ; r in this 
ftatc he hath no part in the precious promifes, 
no right nor title in Chrifl nor his ordi- 
nances, much being to do before all things are 
prepared and made ready for the laft fupper; 
and before this titular Chriftian is made fit to 
fit at the table with him, or ftand upright in 
' his prefence ; and before he knows him to 
make his abode with him, and to flip with 
him, as he hath promifed, and as the true 
-Chriftian in former ages, and now in this age 
enjoyeth, who did and doth witnefs eternal 
life abiding in him. For he thateateth his 
;flefh, and drinketh his blood, hath eternal life, 
#nd dwellcth in him, and he in him.* 

'*.j£or.Xi4j. • Read John vi. 53,$4vSS>S^V*v&» 
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. "This the titular Chriftian cannot receive 
nor underftand, no more than the Jews did ; 
this he fturabledi at, and goeth backward, 
murmureth and taketh offence at, as fome 
of old did, when Chrift was fpeakjig, of the 

1 bread which came down from heafdn, which, 
who eat oF, fliould live for ever, many of his 
own difciplcs faid, This is a hard faying, who 
can hear it? And fo murmured, and went 
backward, and walked no more with him. 
Thefe, though they heard his many gracious 
words, and faw his mighty works and 
miracles wrought before their carnal eyes 
and ears, yet they fa^ not him, as he was 
the mighty power of God, nor heard him, as 
Peter did ; who faid, when he afked the 
twelve, Will ye leave me alfo ? Mafter, to 
whom fhall we ,go ? Thou haft the words of 
eternal life ; and we believe and know thou 
art Chrift, the Son of the living God* This 
knowledge, Chrift faid, was revealed usto him, 
not by flefh and blood, but by his heavenly 
Father. 

Now the titular Chriftian denies revelation, 
the only means of all true knowledge; and 
fo in his carnal imaginations, and exalted 
mind above the crofs of Chrift, glories in the 
flefh, and prides himfelf with what flefh and 
blood hath taught him, and revealed unto 
him; and cries up natural bread, and natural 
wine, and a natural fupper, which feeds the 

natural mm, and. remain* * faax^ct \x* \kas> 
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bread which comcth down from heaven, and 
to the wine of th^ kingdom, to the fupper of 
the Lord, and tor his table which is richly fpread; 
and derides the trueChriftian,who poffeffethand 
enjoyeth tbefe things. And this is the caufe, 
that notwithftanding the titular Chriftian eats 
ever fo often of this outward bread, and drinks 
this outward cup, which he in his ignorance calls 
the fupper of the Lord, he hungers and thirds 
again, even after the forbidden fruit, and after 
the wine of Sodom and Egypt, and drinks 
down iniquity as the ox drinketh water: and 
fo, in the end, notwithftanding his notions and 
profeffion of the fopper of the Lord, and eat- 
ing at his table, his foul is hard beftead with 
hunger, and pines for fhirft, and labours for 
very vanity, fowing the wind, and reaping the 
whirl-wind of the wrath of God. This is the 
ftate of all the titular Chriftians upon the face 
of the earth, of what name or feft ibever. 



X. The true Chriftian' s faith and experience 
concerning the UNIVERSAL LOVE OF 
GOD towards all mankind. 

THE true Chriftian believes, that the 
love of God is uniyerfal unto all teasx- 
Jciadj that his grace which britv^exYi fo\Na>VKStt>< 
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liafh appeared and doth appear unto all men ; 
-that he hath given a manifeftation of his fpirit 
rto every man to profit withal ^ even to the 
rebellious ; that God fo loved the world that 
he hath given his only begotten Son, that 
whofoever believeth in him fhould not perifh, 
but have everlafting life; and that he is the 
true light, that lighteth every man coming 
into the world ; that this light is faving and 
fufficient to lead all mankind, that love it and 
walk in it, to him from whence it comes, where 
they may inherit life and falvation. God wills 
hot the death of him that dies, neither doth 
he defire the death of a finner, but rather that 
he would turn and live ; his call is to all men 
every where to repent ; and there is a poffibi- 
lity that all men may hear his voice, repent, 
and may partake of his univerfal love, and be 
javed by his grace, which hath appeared, and 
profit by the manifeftation which he hath given, 
and be guided out of rebellion by his good Spi- 
rit, and to believe in him, which faves from 
perifhing, and gives everlafting life* Thefe 
things are called for, and exhorted to through- 
out the holy fcriptures ; and there is a pofli- 
bility to obey them ; otherwife all is in vain, 
the call to all in vain, the appearance of grace 
to all iii vain, the gift and manifeftation of 
the fpirit to every one in vain, and the fhiaing 
of the light in vain, if men may not obey it, 
and walk in it* So matf s &tfa\x&\oV\* c£ Urn- (; 
fdf, and his fores remiva uK&xt&* axA\& 
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foul unredeemed; not becaufe there is no 
balm in Giiead, or becaufe the arm of the 
Lord is (hortened, or his love abated j neither 
becaufe he hath decreed any man's deftruc- 
tion from eternity ; but becaufe men will not 
make ufe of the balm, nor be gathered by his 
arm, that is ftretched out all the day long, 
even to the rebellious, to fave them, nor re- 
ceive that love that daily is tendered : their 
eye is blind, and their fouls poor, miferable, 
and naked; not becaufe he hath not eye- 
falve, fine linen, and treafures of wifdom and 
knowledge to furnifh them withal; but be- 
caufe men arc taken up with other things, 
and have no mind to purchafe gold tried in 
the fire, nor white raiment to be cloathed : 
the forbidden fruit feems more beautiful and 
lovely to defire, the enemy having drawn out 
man's mind to look after it, he turns his back 
upon *he other ; then his eye is blinded, and 
his ear (topped ; then he cannot fee the glory 
of God to furpafs the beauty and glory of all 
things visible and invifible, nor delight in the 
hearing of his voice and obeying it : but Ms 
ftolen water is fweet, and the forbidden fruit 
is pleafant to man in this blind, deaf, and dead 
eftate, wherein he walks in the broad way, and 
falls into every temptation, bait and fnare of the 
enemy, that old ferpent, who having drawn 
htm thus far, takes him captive at his ^\sa&x«.« 
Thus entered (in in the beginning, mA tao&'Sx. 
ncrcafeth, and thus the enemy pTCNaateOsu 
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Now, no man In this eftate can open that eye 
which was blinded through tranfgreffion, nor 
unflop that ear, nor fave and deliver himfelf 
out of the hand of his enemy, which holds him 
in fore captivity. Therefore, herein is the 
univerfal Jove of God manifeft, that he hath 
laid help upon one that is mighty, that is able 
to fave to the uttermoft ; that he hath ap- 
pointed and prepared a feed that is able to 
bruife the ferpent's head : and that he hath 
fown this good .and powerful feed in the hearts 
of all men, in the bad ground as well as in the 
good; and that he hath caufed his light to 
mine in the. hearts of all, though in darknefs ; 
and his rain to fall upon all, juft and unjuft ; 
and to call upon all men every \yherc4 to fol- 
low mankind,' who is run from him by tranf- 
greffion, and hid himfelf among the trees, and 
covered himfelf with the fig-tree leaves ; and 
to meet with him in the cool of the day ; and to 
reafon with him, reprove, correft, and chaftifc 
him, in order to do nim good ; if he will heark- 
en to his voice, and turn at his reproof, and 
be gathered by his arm, which is fttetched out 
to fave him j which, if he doth, he fhail not 
mifs of falvation: but if he flops his ear, 
hardens his heart, and continues in rebellion, 
and refufeth to be reconciled, his deftruftion 
is of himfelf, and God will be^juft when he 
judgcth. 
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XI. The true Chrifiiatis faith and experience 
concerning the doctrine of ELECTION and 
REPROBATION. 

ELECTION and reprobation (land in the 
two feeds, called the feed of the woman, 
and the feed of the ferpeqt ; and all mankind 
are partakers of the one or of the other; as 
cither of thefe two feeds grows up in them, 
and as they grow up in the one, or in the 
other, or join to the one, or to the other; 
and are born of the one. which is incorrup- 
tible, or of the other, which is corruptible. 
And this feed, which is incorruptible, and 
hath remained pure throughout all genera- 
tions* is that in which ail nations are bleffed,' 
as they come to be borne of it* And this 
is it unto which all the promifes of God 
are Yea and Amen, which was not made unto 
feeds, as of many, as Paul faith, fpeaking 
of the feed of Abraham, but of one feed, 
which is Chrift ; and they that are ChrifTs, 
are Abraham's feed, and heirs by promife. m 
And the election or choice of God (lands in 
this feed, and all the heavenly bleffings, and 
evangelical promifes, come to be enjoyed and 
inherited by mankind through faith in this 
feed, through the growing up of it in them, 
and through the knowing it to remain in them, 
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and become the greateft of all feeds, (top- 
ping the growth of the feed of the ferpent, 
bruifing his head, and caufing his whole 
body to languish and die ; and through the 
knowing this feed become fp powerful in 
them as to poflefs the gates of its enemies. 
With this feed and with all that are born of, 
it, God's ele&ion (lands fure, and his cove* 
nant is kept with it for ever ; whom he loves 
here, he loves to the end ; and all that love 
this feed, he will be their God, and they (hall 
be his people ; and thofe are the ele&, which 
can never be deceived, nor the gates of hell . 
prevail againft. 

And the true Chriftian, who is born of this 
incorruptible feed, obeys Peter's exhortation* 
giving diligence to make his calling and elec- 
tion fure ; adding to his faith, virtue J and to 
virtue, knowledge ; and to knowledge, tempe- 
rance; and to temperance, patience; and to 
patience, godlinefs ; and to godlinef?, brotherly- 
kindnefs ; and to brotherly-kindnefs, charity : . 
and as he doth thefe things* he (hall never fall, 
but have an entrance miniftered abundantly into 
the everlafting kingdom of his Lord and Saviour ; 
Jefus Chrift.* And he lays afide all malice, and 
all guile and hypocrifies, and envies, and all 
cvil-fpeakings, and becomes as a new-born babe, 
defiring the fincere milk of the word, that he 
may grow up more and more, and increafc with 
the increafe of God thereby, until he grows up 

« % Pet. i. 5,6»7,xo»ii. 
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in the promifcd feed, in which his calling and 
election (lands, unto the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
feft man, unto the raeafure of the ftature of 
the fulnefs of Chrift, growing up in him in all 
things, which is the head, eveft Chrift/ This 
is the mark of the high calling of God inr 
Chrift Jefus ; and thefe are . the marks, to* 
kens and figns, fruits and effefts, which 
attend and accompany all thofe that are born' 
of this incorruptible feed, in which their elec- 
tion ftands, in, through, and by which their 
calling and efe&ion is made fure. And the true 
Chriftian, who is thus elefted, and born of this 
fcedj hath not only the witnefs in himfelf, and; 
the Spirit of God bearing witnefs and fealing to 
his fpirit, that he is a child of it ; but the fruit 
of this feed klfo fhews itfelf forth, and appears, 
that men may fee and behold it, and glorify his 
Father which is in heaven. 

Now the reprobation ftands in the feed of 
the ferpent, and all that are born of it, are 
born of flefti and blood; and of the will bf 
man, and not of the will of God, nor by 
promife ; and in whomfoever this feed grows 
up, enmity increafeth in them againft the feed 
of the woman, againft the proihifed feed, 
and all the children of it ; hence arofe Cain's 
envy, Ifhraael's mocking, and Efau's rage, 
and is continued in that generation or birth, - 
down to this age: this is that birth that is 

* I Pet. ii, X, ft. 
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born after the flefh, which always clid, and 
doth to this day, perfccute him that is born 
after the fpirit ; this is he that was grown a 
great dragon hi John's day, which perfecuted 
the woman that brought forth the man-child, 
apdthat went to make war with the remnant 
of her feed, which kept the commandments of 
God, and have the testimony of Jefus. And 
he is the fame at this day, and his wrath, en* 
mity and work is the fame in the hearts and 
hands of all mankind, in whom this feed of 
the old ferpent hath taken root, and grows 
up : this is the feed of the wicked that fball 
be cut off, and of evil doers that fliall never be 
renowned ;* and all that are joined to it, and 
become children of it, are reprobate to every 
good word and work, and go upon their 
bellies, and duft is their meat, and they 
dwell upon the earth where the woe is, and 
where the devil is come down among them, 
and they walk upon that ground that is curfed, 
and inhabit the dark corners thereof, and 
they hate the light, and are reprobate from 
the prefence of God, and from the glory of his 
power, children of difobedience and wrath, in 
whom the old ferpent rules, and holds them in 
lore captivity ;* and as in this (late of reproba- 
tion they abide, they are children of the devil, 
and his lull they do, his fervants and flaves they 

* Marks of reprobation. 
• Pfcl. XKvii. %%* 1&, ***• »• 
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are, and cannot ceafe from fin, nor enjoy the 
many glorious promifes made to the feed of the 
woman, cor know the ferpent's head in them 
bruifed by iti nor the great red dragon chained, 
being reprobate from that faith which gives 
viftory over him. 

But out of this eftate of reprobation and deep 
pit of nufery, wherein a great part of mankind 
is held, the teftimony of the true Chriftian is, 
that God hath appointed a means of deliver- 
ance, falvation and redemption. There is, 
during the day of visitation, a poffibiliry of being 
born again of the other feed, the incorruptible 
feed, wherein the eleftion ftands; children of 
difobedience and wrath may become children of 
God, and partake of his grace and mercy, # and 
witnefs redemption from the earth, and the 
curfed ground with its curfed fruit burned up 
by the lpirit of judgment and burning ; and the 
feed of the ferpent may be rooted out of the 
heart of man, though it hath grown there long, 
and filled it with its fruit; and the good feed of 
the kingdom may fpring up and grow there ; 
and every thorn, briar, thiftle, and plant, 
which hindereth its growth, may be pulled up, 
which the heavenly Father hath not planted ; 
and they that have borne the earthly image, 
may bear the heavenly; and thofe that 
have yielded their members fervants to un- 
righteoufnefs, may yield them fervants to 

* A peffibility that the reprobate gwf become ele&. 
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righteoufnefs ; and thofc that are fboiifh, 
may become wife ; thofe that are difobedient 
and deceived may become obedient and unde- 
ceived ; thofe that ferve divers lufts and plea- 
fures, and live in malice and envy, hateful, 
and hating one another, may come to witnefs 
viftory over and redemption from all thefe 
things. And this true Chriftian's teftimoay 
is plentifully borne witnefs to in the * holy 
fcriptures : as Paul wrote to Titus, faying, We 
ourfelves were fometimes foolifh, difobedient, 
deceived, ferving divers lulls and pleafures, liv- 
ing in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 
another :* thcfe were all the fruits and effe&s of 
the evil feed ; thefe were all fruits of the ground 
that is curfed ; and in this eftate they were 
reprobate concerning the faith, and children 
of wrath as well as others : but, faith he, 
sifter the kindnefs and love of God our Saviour 
toward man appeared } not by works of righte- 
oufncfs which we have done, but according to 
his me*fy he faved us, by the wafhing of rege- 
neration, ^nd renewing of the Holy Ghoft, 
which he fhcd on us abundantly through Jefus 
Chrift, our Saviour. So in the kindnefs, love, 
and free mercy of God, by the walhing of re- 
generation, or new birth, they become trans- 
planted out of the old into the new, out of the 
feed of the ferpent into the feed of the woman, 
out of the reprobate ftate into the chofen and 
elefted ftate \ taken out of the wild olive, 

•Tit. iii. 3. 
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and planted or grafted into the true vine, that 
brings forth fruit, which glads the heart of God 
and man. And he is ready to do the fame 
in this age for all that love his appearance, 
and hearken to his voice, and obey it, and 
fhut their ears againft the voice of the fer- 
pent : which is poffible to be done. Thefe (hall 
enjoy God's falvation, and partake of his 
leve and kjndncfs, which the faints enjoyed 
in former ages, and do in this age, and is 
freely tendered to all for their evcrlafting : 
good. For God hath not, as fome titular 
Chriftians affirm, predeftinated or fore-ordained 
the greateft part of mankind, or any part, to* 
everlafting perdition, nor made any fixed' de- 
cree, that fo many, and no more," fhall be 
faved, and all the reft damned, and that this 
decree was cftablifhed before mankind was; 
brought forth, without having refpedt to* 
either good or evil that they fhould do. 

This is a do&rine that is accurfed, and 
contrary to the gofpel or glad tidings of peace ' 
and reconciliation, and inconfiftent with all 
the difpenfations of God's love towards loft 
man; ever fincc he obeyed the voice of the 
(erpent, and his feed grew up in him, and 
ever fince the devil got his feat and domi- 
nion in man y all which have been in order to » 
break his power, and difpoffefs him, caft him 
forth, and fpoil his goods, and to fweep and 
garnifh the houfe, and furnifh it again with 
heaven)/ goods, as it was, befote ibfc <&\>l 
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and his goods entered, and as it was before 
the evil feed was fown in man's heart, and 
before he entered into temptation, or eat of 
the forbidden fruit : this hath been the end 
i of the Lord in all his promifes, appearances, 
' and difpenfations, before the law, and under 
. ! the law, and in the days of the evangelical 
. ; prophets, who faw and prophefied of glorious 
j things, which God would bring to pafs for 
; the univerfal good of mankind ; for Ifaiah faw 
, that day in which the Lord with his fore, great 
and ftrong fword, (hould punifli leviathan the 
- piercing ferpent, even leviathan that crooked 
ferpent, and flay the dragon that is in the fea ; 
and he faw that the abundance of the fea fhould 
be converted, and the forces of the gentiles 
fhould come unto him, whom God hath ap- 
pointed to be his falvation to the ends of the 
earth ; b and he fpake of a time wherein the 
Lord would gather all nations and tongues to 
come and fee his glory which he had given for 
a light to the Gentiles, and for the glory of 
his people Ifrael, to finifh tranfgreflion, and 
make an end of fin, and bring in everlafting 
righteoufnefs; d to deftroy the devil and his 
works, to repair the breach, and reftore paths 
to 'dwell in, even paths of holinefs, wherein the 
wayfaring man, though a fool cannot err : d this 
is the end or fubftance of all the difpenfations 
of God ; and many have been, and are living 
witnefles of the fame, and no man is exempted 

* If*, xxvii. J. Ix. 5. • D*n.a% ft* \feuYi*3uftft,*aflw.t* 
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by any decree of God from the enjoyment 
of thefe things. 

And all thofe Babel builders, and blind 
guides, which fet up and minifter this kind 
of do&rine, that God had pre-ordained how 
many perfons (hall be faved, and how many 
dapined, if people were not as ignorant and 
as blind as themfelves, their trade would: 
quickly be fpoiled and come to an end, and 
no body would employ them ; for if there 
be a fixed decree from all eternity how many 
(hall be faved, and how many damned, and 
that neither the one nor the other by all the 
good and evil they can do, are able to alter 
this determinate counfel ; then altogether in 
vain is it for people to hire fuch builders, 
who fay before-hand, their tower will never 
convey stay to heaven, who are not defigned 
to go thither without it ; or to maintain fuch 
unprofitable talkers and babblers, when they 
can neither make them better nor worfc, nor 
bring one foul to falvation that is not deter- 
mined, and decreed already to be faved; nor 
direct one foul how he may efcape hell, that 
fhall not efcape it without their dire&ions : 
thefe are unprofitable and vain talkers in- 
deed, and meflengers of miferable tidings, 
that preach this doftrine of devils in tHe 
world, the fruit and effeft of which runs 
many a poor foul upon one of thefe defperate 
rocks, difiblute defpair, or implicit imaginary 
fecurity. 
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, Much might be faid to {hew the groffnefs 
and abfurdnefs of this kind of do&rine $ but 
intending brevity and a hint at things, and 
hoping the light of the glorious gofpel, that 
now fhines, and is broken forth in the hearts 
of thoufands and ten thoufands, will dif- 
perfe this grofs darknefs, and caufe this de- 
ftructive pernicious doftrine to vanifli away, 

. efpecially in this nation of England, before 
this age is worn out ; I fay, for thefe two 
reafons I forbear to enlarge, with a breathing 
to the Lord, that people may come to know 
the fallow ground ploughed up, and the hard 
clods broken, and their hearts made tender 
and honeft, that the good feed of the king- 
dom, wherein the eleftion ftands, may fpring 
and grow up, and bear fruit in them to ever- 
lafting life, and the feed of the ferpent root- 
ed out, and he and all his works destroyed : 
this is the. glorious liberty which the whole 
creation groans for and fome already enjoy : 
praifes to God for ever, whofe love ex- 
tends to all, whofe arm is ftretched out to 
help all, whofe fcepter of falvation is held 
forth to all, whofe ;defire is, that all may 
cptne to the knowledge of his truth, and be 
(aved. TJiifc is/ the tcftimony of God, /and 
of thofe righteous men that knew him in 
former ages, who were born of the incor- 
ruptible feed, and is the tcftimony of the 
righteous in this age; and the contrary is 

the tcftimony of the enemy of God ixA man* 
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that old fcrpent and his children, who arc 
born of the feed of it, and their fruit is the 
offspring of the adulterer and the whore, 
whom God will judge. This is the word of 
truth to all whom it may concern. 



XII. ' The true Chriftiaris faith and experience 
concerning .TEMPTATION. 

JAMES faith, Bleffed is the man that en- 
dureth temptation ; for, when he is tried, 
he ftiall refceivc the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promifed to them that love him. Let 
no man fay, when he is tempted, I am tempted 
of God ; for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man ; but every man 
is tempted when he is drawn away of his own 
luft, arid enticed.' 

Now the true Chriftian is a witnefs of this 
fayiHg of James, having found the bleffed- 
nefs that follows the enduring temptation, 
and received the earned of the crown of 
life : and he truly and experimentally know- 
eth, that God cannot be tempted with evil ; 
becaufe that heavenly -light and grace, and 
manifeflation of the holy fpirit, which he 
is partaker of, land endued withal, and is of. 
God, cannot be tempted with evil, nor be 
prevailed upon to. confent or take pleafure 

• Jameii. J2> 13,14* 
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in any unrightcoufnefs ; and this good and 
perfeft gift of God, which cannot be tempted 
with evil, and tempteth no man, being receiv- 
ed, believed in, and entertained in the heart, is 
that which enabled the righteous in all ages 
to endure temptation, and doth enable them 
in this _age : and all thofe that know not, 
receive not, believe not in, this good and per- 
fed gift of God, given and fent into the 
world, to finners as well as faints, they 
cannot, nor are able to endure temptation ; 
but are led away of their lufts, and enticed, 
and fall into temptation, for want of faith 
in the gift and power of God, which is as 
near them as the temptation, and able and 
ready to deliver them, if they would regard it 
and obey it. 

Now, the ground of all temptations is 
within, the lufts that lead away, are within ; 
the light which < difcovers them, and the 
grace which is fufficient, and the fpirit which 
mortifies the lufts, muft be alfo known 
within; where the temptations rife and attend 
mankind, even the righteous for a lime, and 
divers outward objefts alfo may prefent, in 
order to draw out and allure the mind to 
join with them, and to entertain them: but 
^either the temptations within nor without 
can prevail, until the light is difregarded, the 
appearance of grace flighted, and the Spirit 
of God defpifed, and the mind joined to the 
tempter and temptation* 
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Now, it is no fin to be tempted, but to 
enter into the temptation. No man was ever 
condemned becaufe tempted, or becauft evil 
motions and temptations did arife in him, 
and prefent themfelves, if he entered not into 
them, nor give place to them, nor joined 
with them in his mind, nor fufFered his 
members to obey them } but kept in the 
light, grace, and Spirit of God, by which 
he refilled them, and the author of them, 
and . made him flee : this is the bleffed man 
that endureth temptations. 

So though temptations are evil and finful 
in themfelves, and did at fometimes attend 
the righteous in all ages, and do at this 
day ; yet if they give no place nor confent 
to them, nor obey them, but by the light 
and fpirit of God judge them, and walk in 
the light- which dilcovers thefn, and the evil 
tendency of them, and are pfreferved from 
joining to them, they are no finners becaufe 
tempted ; as for inftance, to fpeak but to a 
low ftate, if any are troubled with unclean 
and vain thoughts, and tempted with dark 
unlawful imaginations, which in themfelves 
are evil and * finful ; yet if they by the light 
and fpirit of God judge them, and give no 
place or obedience to them, but wait to 

* Thefe will lodge in thatflefh in which dwells no good 
thing, till it and its habitation be mortified, and removed, 
which is to be known, even while the eaxthooi ydfel ce>- 
maineth, that holds the heavenly utafaxe* 



( 66 ) 

fee the ground thereof removed, they do that 
which is right in the fight of the Lord, and 
are no finners : fo if tempted to ufe any mem- 
ber of the body, to fpeak or do any evil ; as, 
the tongue, to lie, flatter, or diffemble, or fpeak 
pcrvcrfe things ; or the hand, to do violence to 
any man ; or the feet to run to do mifchief 5 
if thefe members are not yielded up to ferve 
and obey thefe temptati6ns, thofe fo tempted 
are no tranfgreffors ; but are witneffes of that 
prayer, and the efFeft of it, which Chrift taught 
his difciples, Lead us not, or let us not be led r 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

Chrift Jefus was attended with divers great 
temptations, and the old ferpent, that de- 
ceived the firft Adam, was very bold with.* 
him, and carried him from * place to place, 
from the wildernefs to the holy city, from 
thence to the pinnacle of the temple, and 
then to an exceeding high mountain, and 
(hewed him all the kingdoms of the world, 
and the glory of them, with a promife, he 
would give them all to him, if he would fall 
down and worfhip him: but he, (landing in 
the power of his Father, gave no place to him,, 
but rebuked him, and refiftcd him in all his. 
temptations, and overcame him. Now it is., 
faid, Whilft the time of temptation lafted he 
eat nothing, and when it was ended, he after- 

* Let him that rcadeth, wnderftancL 
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wards hungered ; f and when the devil depart- 
ed, angels miniftercd unto him.* This is the 
glory of the fecond Adam, that never felL- 
though tempted to fall, eat no forbidden fruit 
though tempted to eat ; neither did he hunger, 
in the time of temptation, after it ; nor gave 
place to the lies of the old ferpent, that 
allured and deceived the firft Adam thereby, 
and fubjeftcd him under hope of enjoying a 
better eftate than that wherein God had placed 
him. Thus he fell into the depth of mifery : 
firft by letting out a defire after the plea- , 
fantnels of the forbidden fruit, and hungering . 
after it in the time of temptation ; and then, * 
putting forth the hand, and joining to it, 
he obeyed and eat, and fo fulfilled the lufts of 
the ferpent. And thus, and in this manner, > 
temptation prevails over all the fons of the 
firft Adam, who bear the earthly image, and 
are not born again; of the promifed feed, that • 
breaks the head of the ferpent, and redeems 
from under his power, and brings to grow* 
up in the fecond Adam, who could not be' 
prevailed upon vsyth his lifes and fubrilty. 

And the fecond Adam, Chrift Jefus, is the 
captain of the true Chriftian's falvation, who 
i$ gone before, leaving him an example, to 
follow his fteps; and he hath' endued him 
with heavenly power, and armed him with 
fpiritual armour, and furnifhed him with 
ftrength fo to do: fo the true Chriftian is 

' Lake 4. , • Itat. V- 
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compared to a good foldier that follows hrs 
captain, and fights with him, and doth not 
defert him, and leave him to fight by himfelf ; 
bnt makes good ufe of the power, armour 
of light, and fword of the Spirit, that is 
given him to war withal, and to overcome his 
enemy withal; and he keeps on his breaft- 
platc of righteoufnefs, and the helmet of 
falvation, which are able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the devil! ; and fo follows his 
captain, not only conquering, but alfo to 
conquer ; for when he hath overcome him 
not only in the field, but hath alfo purfucd' him 
to his * ftrong holds, and beaten him out there, 
and pulled them down ; and cad down ima- 
ginations, and every high thing, that exalts it- 
lelf againft the knowledge of God, in which he 
built them. When this is effe&ed by virtue of 
the weapons which are mighty, and by the 
power of him which enables the true Chriftian 
to do all things, he ftill keeps on his watch- 
tower, which is the light of Chrift, wherewith 
he is enlightened, that he may not be furprized 
with another part of his forces ; and as he 
keepeth watching there, in vain are all the ene- 
my's ftrata£ems, wiles, and fubtle device*; in 
vain are all his fnares and ambufhments laid ; 
in vain are all his temptations and allurements,' 
as the true Chriftian keeps in that, and 

• The devil's ftrong holds are built in the wills, thoughts, 
sad imag ' nations of men . 



i 69 ) 

dwells in that ^which the devil hath do part 
JEior fellGwfhip in : viz. the Light, where- 
by he is difcovercd, and all his baits and fnares 
feen and avoided. 

It is in the darknefs, and over ail that dwell 
in it, that he prevails ; his power (lands there, 
and is cxercifed over all that walk in it; he 
need not go about with wiles and devices to 
deceive fiich, who already dwell and are 
fubjefts in his kingdom ; nor need he go 
about like a roaring lion, feeking to devour 
them, being already under his dominion, and 
obedient children, vaffak and flaves to him.; 
he need not ufe fubtilty to tempt fuch, but 
power to command, and they obey. 

But it is againft the children of light, that 
are turned from theclarknefs, and from under 
his power, that he improves all his cunning 
fubtilty and devices, and it< is againfl: them he 
rageth ; if by any means he can beguile them, 
as he beguiled Eve, and corrupt their minds 
from the fimplicity thai is in Chrift ; h even after 
they are presented as a chafte virgin to Chrift, 
and are come to a dwelling place in Paradife, 
and to appear before Gud in heaven } he will 
not ceafe to tempt and accufe there, as he hath 
done, he is (till ready to do. He tempted and 
beguiled Eve in Paradife :* and on a day when 
the fons of God appeared before the Lord, 
fatan camealfo among them, and accufed Job : k 
and John in his day faw the greax red <k*<^y\ 
* z Cog. ii. 3. l Gtmni. v Y*^ 
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appear in heaven^ waiting to devour the man- 
child; 1 he that reads let him under (land. This 
made Paul fear the ferpent might beguile 
them he wrote to, as he beguiled Eve; m and 
through, his fubtilty tempt and allure them 
•out of ranocency, out of a virgin, finlefs, and 
harmlefs eftate, after they were in it : * this 
he once did, and may do again, if he be not 
watched againft, and refuted in the power 
of the fecond Adam, which enables to endure 
temptation, and fo to receive the bleffing, and 
after trial to enjoy the crown of life, which 
the Lord hath promifed to them that love him. 11 



XIII. The true ChrjfilatC s faith and experience 
concerning a HOLT LlbE. 

THE true Chriftian believeth that it is 
his • duty to live a holy life, 4 to for- 
fake the devil and all his works, the pomps 
and vanity of the world, which lies in wick- 
ednefs, and to keep God's holy will and 
commandments : and they are not grievous 
unto him, for he loves the law of God in 
his heart, and fees it written there with his 
'finger, enjoying that precious promife, I will 

■ 

* It is poffible to be tempted and allured out of inno- 
-ceacy, and to iofe a good eltate. 
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write my law in their hearts, and put my 
fear into their inward parts; and he can fay, 
as David once did, O how I love thy law, it is 
my meditation all the day ! How fweet are 
thy words unto my tafte ! yea, fweeter than the 
honey to my mouth - 9 thy law is my delight ; 
the law of thy mouth is better to me thkn 
thoufands of gold and filver/ The true Chrif- 
tian being in this eftate, and perfevering in 
this love of God and his law, it becomes his 
meat and drink to do the will of his hea- 
venly Father: and fo by walking in this 
law, and meditating in it, and by feeding on 
this word which is fweeter than honey, he 
becomes fo united with it, and fo natural a 
fubjeft and child of it, that ^ he comes to be 
able to fay, as fome of old did, We can do 
nothing againft the truth. This is the true 
forfaking the devil and all his works, and 
the keeping God's holy will and command- 
ments. And as the true Chriftian grows up in 
this, he doth always that which pleafeth the 
captain of his falvation, who is gone before, 
being bone of his bone, and flefh of his flefh, 
fitting in heavenly places with him, behold- 
ing the glory of their heavenly Father, even 
the fame glory, which was before the world 
began, before the devil and his works enter- 
ed, before his holy will and commandments 
were broken, or before the forbidden fruit 
was earen. Thofe that YulN£ \\k£\x t^** 

■• Pfal. czix.7ft.97'l0&» 
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anointed with eye-falvc, and are clothed with 
fine Jinen, have their garments waflied in the 
blood of the Lamb, and follow him whither- 
focver he gocth, have no guile m their mouths, 
but ftand before the throne of God without 
fpot or wrinkle ; thofe are they that are re- 
deemed from the earth, have their converfa- 
tion in heaven, and give the glory to him, 
who is God bleffed for ever. 

The titular Chriftian profcfleth, that it is' 
his duty to live a holy life, to forfake the 
devil and all his works, the pomps and 
vanities of the world, and to keep God's 
holy will and commandments; but never 
cometh to witnefs that eftate ; it is very griev- 
ous to him to make ftraight fteps to his feet ; 
he enjoys not that precious promife, the law 
written in his heart, and the fear which keeps 
the heart clean, in the inward parts ; neither 
is the law of God his meditation all the day, 
nor his delight therein ; neither are his words 
to him fweeter than honey, or befte^ than 
thoufands of gold and filver ; he cannot fay 
that he doth nothing againft the truth ; nor 
that he doth always that which plcafeth God ; 
nor that he follows Chrift the captain of fal- 
vation ; neither is he a member of his body, 
of his flefh, and of his bones ; nor fits in 
heavenly places with him, beholding the 
glory of God, though he will fometimes talk 
o£ thcfc things, aa the^ art touxs* Vdl ^r. 

t 
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Hply Scriptures ;"• but in his heart he is a 
ftrftnger to them ; and God's holy wimefs in 
his own confeieqee makes him confefs that his 
heart is defpej-ately wicked, that his thoughts 
and medit?tiQns ^re defiled, and full of fin : 
and further, he is fo far from living a holy 
lift;, grod forfakipg the devil and all his works, 
and keeping God's holy will and command- 
ments, that he is begotten into fnch a belief 
and perfusion, that it is not poffible to do 
it, while he breathes in the air of this world, 
but muft always be finning, and doing that 
which he ought not to do, and leaving undone 
that which he ought to do ; always confeffing, 
always finning ? and never forfaking ; fo always 
reaping the wages of fin, which is death ; and 
fo always wanting the mercy and forgivenefs, 
which he only that forfakes the devil and all 
his works, partaketh of. 

In fliprt, this is one of the Jaft leffons the 
devil can teach his children, viz. to perfuadc 
them, and make them believe, that they can- 
not ceafc from fin, but muft be committers of 
it, and fcrvants to it, and that they cannot 
forfake hiqa and all his works, nor keep God's 
holy will and commandments fo long as they 
live in thefe houfes of clay. Such titular 
Chriftians as thefe he hath in chains and 
fetters ftrong enough, nothing lefs than the 
mighty arm and power of God is able to 
break them, and to rcleafc thofc poor cap- 
tives, 2nd to redeem them owv. eft Ceas> ^.^ 

E 
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pit of mifery, wherein is no water, wherein 
their fouls or inward man lies as among the 
pots, foiled with the fmoke and foot of the 
bottomlefs.pit. O God! haftcn, and bring 
deliverance to thefe poor Jtond-flaves of fin 
and fatap, is the cry of the fouls of the 
righteous, who have the mind of their hea- 
venly Father, who defires not the death of him 
that dies, but that they fhould come to- the 
knowledge of his truth,, and be faved, and be 
partakers with them of the exceeding riches 
and glory that is laid up for all that love his 
appearance, and is ready to be revealed to all 
that truly wait for it. 



XIV. The true Chrijliaris faith and experience 
concerning the motion $r moving of the Spirit 
of God, and the fpirit ' of the old ferpent in 
the hearts of men. 

THE true Chriflian is endued with a hea- 
venly fpirit of difcerning, by which he 
feeth to the beginning, . before fin entered the 
world, and by it perceiveth how it entered, 
and how it hath grown and encreafed, and 
filled the earth with violence ; and how that 
old ferpent, which at firft was fain to ufc 
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great fubtilty and lies, and make great pro- 
mi fes, before he could prevail again ft Eve, is 
now grown fo powerful a prince in his king- 
dom of darknefs in the hearts of the children 
of men, in whom he rules, that he no fooncr 
moves in their hearts, but they follow hkn ; 
no fooner commands, but they obey : he 
needs not ufc his fubtilty and cunning to be- 
tray, allure, . and perfuade ; nor make great 
promifes, before he can win to his obedience } 
many being grown fuch natural children of 
him, and fuch flaves, in his kingdom, that 
now in thefe days his commands are fufficient 
to thousands and ten thoufands > and his 
very motions to evil have gained fuch a 
powerful name in the world, even among the 
titular Chriftians, that they count them too 
piighty to be withftood, too powerful to van^ 
quifli, too ftrong to war with, overcome and 
conquer in all his motions, commands, and 
temptations, while on this fide the grave; 
Hereby people arc become home-bred flaves, 
and have fold themfelvcs for nought, having 
let in that accurfed faith that hath fprung up 
in the apoftacy from the true faith, that they 
can never refift all the motions of the devil, 
nor difobey all his commands, nor be de- 
livered from all his temptations, till the death 
of their natural bodies, which is .then too 
late ; for, as the tree falls, fo it lies. 

Now, the titular Chriftian will readily ac- 
knowledge and confefs, that the motion o€ 
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the devil are ftrong, powerful, and prefent 
with him and in him, and that thereby he is 
ftirred up to evil : but he doth not believe, 
chat the Spirit of God is fo nigh him, and 
prefent with him, moving in him againft? thfc 
motions of the evil one ; nor that there is 
fufficient power from God given to him, to 
prefervc him from obeying the motions and 
temptations of the world, flefh, and {he devil, 
and to move him to that which is good, and 
enable him to do it. Alfo he hath no faith 
in this gift of Sod, but rather counts it de- 
lufion, and the property of a fonatk to pro- 
fcfe the knowledge of the Spirit of God 
moving in them to fpeak and write good 
words, and do good works. This, profeffors 
and prophane, learned and unlearned, make 
a mock at, concluding this operation of the 
Spirit is not in ufe, nor to be known in thefe 
days, nor to be expe&ed in thefe latter ages 
of the world ; as if God had left the world 
of mankind to be guided wholly by the mo- 
tions of the detfil ; as if there was no law or 
power in the mind able and fufficient to war 
againft the law and power that is in the 
members, and overcome it. Thus to believe, 
is the faith of devils, and not the faith of 
God's cleft; for, the true Chriftian in this 
age, as in former ages, is a living witnefs of 
the moving of the Spirit of God to every good 
word and work, as the holy men and Chrif- 
ikas in former ages were, w\io tigok& «& they 
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were moved by the Holy Ghoft, and as they 
were led and guided by the Spirit, as is tefti- 
fied in the holy fcriptnres, though made a 
mock of in this day. This Spirit of God 
accompanied the righteous in all ages, and 
always moved, led, and guided them into the 
way of peace ; and as they obeyed it, and 
abode with it, they were preferved by it 
therein, though in the midft of their enemies* 
This preferved Jofeph,* when his brethren, 
moved with envy, fold him into Egypt, and 
out of the temptations he met with there y 
and the fame fpirit of envy that moved his 
brethren to fell Jofeph, moved Cairi to kill 
Abel, and moved Efau to hate his brother, 
and the Ifraelites to envy Mofes and Aaron, 
and the Jews to perfecute the prophets, Chrift* 
and the apoftlcs: and the unbelieving vaga- 
bond Jews were moved by this fpirit of envy, 
to make a tumult againft Paul q and Silas, 
and to affault the houfe of Jafop, and to 
draw him and the brethren to the rulers* 
with falfc accufations. The fpirit of envy 
is the fame at this day, and his motions; 
are the fame, and all that obey them are 
found in the fame work. And the motions 
of the Holy Spirit arc alfo the fame, and all 
that obey them bring forth the fruits thereof,, 
and they are both manifefted by their fruit? j 
the one moves to good, the other to evil; 
the one to love and goodwill, the othet to 
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envy and hatred ; the one to patience and 
long-fuffering, the other to anger, rage, and 
perfecution ; the one moves to meeknefs, geft- 
tlenefs, and lowly-mindednefs, the other to 
hardnefs, roughnefs,* exakednefs, and high- 
mindednefs. So by the fruits and effefts are 
the motions of the Spirit of God known and 
diftinguifhed from the motions of the devil, 
the prmce of darknefs. 

And whofoever do or (hall profefs to fpeak 
or write words, or do works, in and by the 
inotion of the Spirit of God, if they tetid 
not to good, if they are not accompanied 
with the fruits of the fame, if they will not 
endure the trial of the Spirit of God in others, 
and abide by the teftimony thereof ; and alfo 
agree with the teftimonies of the holy men of 
old, left upon record in the holy fcriptures ; 
for, the fpirit of the prophets was fubjeft to 
the prophets ; and, the Chriftians were of 
<*ne mind : I fay, except this, their motion, 
is to be judged by the Spirit of God, and 
them alfo that obey it, as a dclufioa of an 
exalted fpirit, and as a high imagination, * 

* Many whom the old ferpent could not more aordraw 
into carnal wickednefles, hare been captivated with fpiri- 
tuttl wickednefTes in high places ; and hare beeri deceived 
fo far as to call high thoughts and imaginations, motions of 
the Spirit of God ; and thefe have been exalted above all 
that is called God, being Joined to the fon of perdition, 
who ufurps the throne of God, and hath been and is woi- 
/hipped as God, 
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tthich muft be brought down ; and whoever 
glories therein, or boafls thereof, will fade and 
wither as a flower, and fall and corrupt *s 
untimely .fruit ; the mouth of the Lord hath 
ipoken it. 



IV» The true Chriftian's faith and experience 

concerning revelation. 

THE cry in the world is even among 
many called Chriftians, No* revelation in 
thefe days*; revelation is ceafed ; no fpiritual 
vifioa to be known now; no fight -of God 
now, as Abraham, Mofes, and the prophets, 
and* the primitive Chriftians had. 

Now, the faith, experience, and teflimony 
of the true Chriftian is, that where there is 
no vifion, no heavenly fight, that is the perifli* 
itig ftate : r where thereis no revelation known, 
there is no true knowledge of God, as is wit- 
nefled by the holy fcriptures ; none knoweth 
the Father but the fon, and he to whom the 
fon will reveal him.* 

Since the veil came over man's, heart, 
there was never any other way in any age, 
nor is there in this age, to come to the true 

r Pror. xxix. 18. * >fa£*Yu v\+ 
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knowledge of God but by revelation j by 
taking off the veil, and removing the cover- 
ing which hides the face of God from mad. 
The outward veils before Mofcs's face, and 
in the outward temple, were a figure of this 
veil, that is fpread over the hearts of men; 
and the rending the veil of the temple from 
top to bottom, was a figure of revelation and 
fpiritual fight into the holicft of all, or the 
taking away that which flood betwixt man 
and the true fight and knowledge of God; 
and there is not, nor never was, fince the 
caufc of the veil entered, any man upon the 
face of the earth, that came or comes to the 
knowledge of God by any other meant. 
Men have fought out many inventions* and 
devifed many ways and means to gain the 
knowledge of God, but all in vain ; as hit 
invention, device, and knowledge iacreafeth, 
his forrow mcreafeth alio; and afl he can 
arrive at, is traditional knowledge* a hiftori- 
cal knowledge, a ftroftg conceit and imagi- 
nation concerning God, which \i all nothing 
worth. When he comes to fee and kaoW hi*& 
by fight and revelation, he will fay as Job once 
did, I have heard of thee by the hearing 
of the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee;, 
therefore 1 abhor myfelf, and repeat in duft 
and afhes. 1 

And as there is no true knowledge of 
God but by revelation, fo there is no perfeft 

» Job xliu s» ** 
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knowledge of the fon of perdition, or man 
of fin," but by revelation/ Iniquity is a myf- 
tery, a$ well as godlinefs ; and the devil can 
appear like unto an angel of light, and get 
iato the temple of God, and fit there as 
God, and be worfhlpped as God alio ; and 
when he thus appears in the temple of God, 
clothed with the- {beep's clothing* and ifr 
the form of an angel of light* with the 
feints words in his mouth, many are then 
beguiled with him, the veil being over theft* 
hearts, and the fcales before their eyes, that 
they fee no further than his appearanec, hie 
Jhcw and outfide; and hereby he dectives 
mstny in the form of religion* which could 
not be deceived by him as a devil, nor drawn 
iato his fervice in the grofc evils that are in 
the world t this i% the myftery of iniquity, 
which cannot be difcerocd nor difcoverfali 
while ttfe veil k over* till revelation be 
known, and the prophecy of Ifefah wit^ 
nefled ; He will dfeftroy in this raoumain the 
fece of the covering* call over all people, and 
die veil: that is fpread Over all nations** Tfcifc 
ft a bleflfed proittiib to enjoy, and to Wharfs 
fulfilled. 

Now till it pleafed Gbd to reteal his fon 
to Paul* he was deceived and captivated with 
this myftery of iniquity* aiK * m his rfeligtota 
aeat and ignorance thought he was fcrviiijf 
Cod, when hewas fetvnig the devil : and XI; 
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this eftate lie all the titular Chriftians at this 
day, who arc perfecuting the true Chriftians, 
and hating one another, and deftroying, biting, 
:and devouring one another about religion, 
church, and worftiip ; and this comes to pafc 
for want of revelation, for want of true- know- 
ledge: all the contentions, envies, quarrel- 
clings, and divifions among all the feds in 
Chriftendom arifc, for want of being ac- 
quainted with revelation. One faith, Lo here 
is Chrift ; another, there : one fays, Chrift is 
this ; another, that ; and are of as many minds 
•concerning him now, as they were in the days 
of his flefh, fome faying one thing, and fome 
another cf him : but faith Chrift to Peter and 
the reft, What fay ye ? Peter anfwered, Thou 
art Chrift, the fon of the living God : Chrift 
.faith, BlefTed art thou, Peter, for flefh and 
iblood hath not revealed this unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven, 7 Revelation was 
the caufe of Peter's furpaffing the others in 
true knowledge ; many that ate and drank 
iwith him, and had a love for htm, and heard 
his grafcious words, and faw his mighty works 
that he did, yet wanting this revelation, had 
only a knowledge of him after the flefh, con- 
tended and reafoned about him ; but this 
knowledge that was revealed to Peter, they 
mere ftrangers to ; this was the ground of 
contention then, and is the fame at this day, 
throughout all Chriftendom, 
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- But Peter himiclt did not abide in this 
knowledge, which was revealed to him; but 
for want of watchfulnefs, and through fclf- 
confidencc, weaknefs, and fear, became veiled 
again, and loft his knowledge, fight, and 
revelation, and in the day of clofc trial denied 
that he knew him at all; then began to curfc 
and to fwear, faying, I know not the man* 
This was a great change in Peter, who in his 
zeal and afFeftion thought, if all forfook him* 
he fliould not - 9 yea, though he fhould or were 
to die with him, he would not deny him > z like- 
wife alfo faid all the difciples* 

This may teach all, even thofe that have 
had revelations, heavenly fights, and vifions* 
xo be watchful, and beware, left darknefe 
overtake them again, the veil be fpread over 
again. Thefe things are written for our learn- 
ing, ' and are fet forth as an enfample, {hewing 
how far felf-confidenqc, zeal, and affc&ions* 
and a knowledge of Chrift after the flefh, caa 
carry men ; and how heavenly fights, vifions, 
and revelations may be feen and partaken of> 
before a thorough converfion : the wind blow- 
eth where it liftcth, and many hear the found 
thereof, yet know not whence it comes,' nor 
whither it goes : fo,is every man that is born of 
the fpirit/ , Now, it is a farther thing: to grow 
up in it, and to increafe with the increafe of 
God, unto the ftature $nd fulnefs of Chrift j 
fuch are not only born, and children, but men j 

'Mat. xxrL 70, 7*, 74. , , , \ V^0&\ V 
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fuch cannot be toffcd to and fro with Wind ; tnd 
till this is attained onto, there is much dan* 
gen 

I knew a man, twenty-four years ago, whd 
had heavenly fights, and revelations, and rap* 
tures into the third heaven, and beard and 
faw tilings unutterable, ravifhed with delight, 
. overcome with joy and confolation, while his 
hand hath been in his outward labour ; and 
would with Peter and John, have built tabcf*- 
nacles there, and all before hit coaverfofl, 
before he was endued with power from (to 
high, before the work of regeneration wa$ 
wrought, and before he knew from whence it 
came, or whither h went, being as the light* 
ning coming out of the eaft, and (hining into 
the weft ; and fo knew not how nor where to 
Wait to receive it again, nor knew a ftay to> 
his mind, nor a bridle to hrs tongue, ifcbtf 
ftrength to endure temptations, nor patience 
to have its perfeft work ; neither Was he en- 
dued with wifdom and decerning, to difcover 
the divers wifcs and devices of that old ftfr 
pent that betrayed in Paradife, being not hum* 
bled and brought down to the>*rue founda* 
tton, though the feed of the kingdom wa4 
/own, and received with much joy ; but fprmg- 
ing tip in great hafte, for want of depth of 
earth, proved like corn upon the honfe-top, 
or in ilony ground, feon withered again. 

So, let none be Hfted up above meafcre, 
becaxde of wvektious^ \tf»tfc\T tgto* *&k 
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vifiots $ let none reft in zeal and affefitons $ 
let none deck theinfclves with God's jewels, 
&nd play the hark* with them, nor fay up 
manna for to-morrow; but wait upon hiih 
from whence the daily bread comes, and abide 
few in the ROOT, from whence all heavenly 
bieffings, gifts, and graces fpring ; To a grow- 
ing up in him, which was from everiafting* 
before fcvii fprufcg. up, before the veil was 
fprcad over, when all was good, yea, very 
good, will be witneffed. This is the cc»* 
verted eftate, in which thofe that are come 
unto it, not only ftand thcmfelves, but arc 
able to ftrengthen their brethren, who are 
begotten by the fame father, and born of the 
fame mother : and this counfel Cfcrift gave 
unto Peter, that zealous affe&ionate difciplc, 
fcftet-he had heavenly fights and revelations, 
When thou art tonvertcd, ftrengthen thy breth- 
ren. Let this be taifided by all to whom the 
Lord hath appeared, and given difcoveries <of 
Iwtafeif, left they take ftp their reft by tfce 
way, and like Peter and John at the fight of 
the transfiguration of Chnft, (ay, Mafter, k h 
%ood for ws lo be here ; let u* build three ta- 
bernacles, one for thee, one for Mofes, one 
Rar Elfas : this tfeey fpake in ignorance, white 
the cloud o*e*-(hadowed them, while they law 
Itfs raiment fhinmg exceeding white as fnow y 
but did not fee him txfe hear him as the be* 
foved Son of God, tktt uwdei#and the rifio*|. 
thcrcfost tht wvkt out oi \kt<dm& Saickwv* 
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them, This is my beloved Son, hear him. 
Heights may feparate, as well as depths ; there" 
fore what Chrift faith to one, he faith to all> 
Watch and pray, left ye enter into temptation. 
In hearing and obeying the beloved Son, there is 
peace, bleffings, and fafety ; but in hearing and 
obeying the ferpent, tribulation, anguifh, and 
forrow, and great danger, and. all that wait 
and watch in that true light, wherewith they 
are enlightened, enjoy the one, and efcape the 
-other* 



XVI. The true Cbriftiari s faith and experience 
concerning the go/pel or glad tidings of Sal- 
vation. 

THE true Chriftian believes the gofpel or 
glad tidings of life, liberty, and falva- 
tiqn ; and at the hearing the joyful found 
jthereof he is glad ;. and he rejoiceth to fee the 
angel fly through the midft of heaven, having 
the everlafting gofpel to preach again to them 
«that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, 
iindred, tongue, and people, faying with a 
, loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him, 
for the hour of his judgment is come, and 
worfhip him that made heaven and earth, the 
fea, and fountains of water/ And the true 
•Chriftian hath not only heard, but obeyed 
Jthis gofpel ; and he kaowcth life and immoi> 
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tality brought to light thereby ;* and the light 
of this glorious gofpel fhines in his heart, and 
he hath repented or turned to the light there- 
of, received and believed this gofpel, which is 
the power of God unto falvation,' which Nvas 
preached unto Abraham, and was and is now 
preached in every creature under heaven/ Of 
this gofpel Paul was a minifter : and the true 
Chriftian is come to the myftery of the fellow- 
ihip of the gofpel, which (lands not in word, 
but power, and is not of man, nor by man, 
but of God ) and judgeth the fecrets of all 
men ; he is come to the knowledge of the 
myftery of the gofpel, and through it hath re- 
ceived life, liberty, and falvation ; his feet 
arc (hod with -the preparation of the gofpel of 
peace, and his conversation is as becomes the 
gofpel - 9 and he adorns the gofpel of his Lord 
and Saviour ; and in this abiding he enjoys the 
privileges of the gofpel, and inherits the 
precious promifes made of old, and enjoys that 
which was prophefied of by that evangelical 
or gofpel prophet Ifaiah, when he faw arid 
fpoke of the univerfal love of God to be eii- 
joyed in the gofpel days, in making a feaft 
unto all people : In this mountain (hall the 
Lord of Hofts make unto all people a feaft of 
fat things, a feaft of wines on the lees, of fat 
things full of marrow, of wines, on the lees 
well refined ; and he will d<eftroy in this moun» 
tain the face of the covering that is cad over 

/ z Tim. /. io. . . • GaUii. %♦ * * CoV\* %V 
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at people, ind die veil that is fpread over all 
nations ; he will fwattow up death in vidory ; 
thelxnd will wipe away tears front off all laces, 
and the rebuke of fait people (hall he take 
away from off all the earth r for the Lord God 
hath fpoken it : and k (hail be fard in that 
day, Lo this is oar God, we have waked for 
htm, and he will lave us ; this is the Lord, we 
have waited far him, we will be glad, and 
rejoice in his fahratioo. 1 A blefied %ht, and 
heavenly prophecy, which the true Chriftiaft 
is come and coming to the full enjoyment and 
fulfilling of ; glory to God for even 

And the antitype of the year of jubilee is 
now enjoyed, the fabbath of reft is entered 
into; and the holy mountain, in which n 
mo deftroyer, b now dwelt in ; and the light 
of God's countenance is lifted up,, which 
makes the true Chriftian's heart more glad*, 
than the joy that comes with the incrcafc of 
corn, wine, and oil. Many prophets and 
righteous men faw that afar off which he now 
poffeffeth; fo that he can truly fay* gofpd 
times are glorious times, the privileges of thk 
gofpel are gjorious privileges; Chrift reign* 
tng and ruling in his heart, loading c&ptivky 
tapttve, and giving vi&ory over death, hell* 
and the gtavt, wiping awa$- all tears* and 
taking away the xtprotch of fiti # irhtch b fe 
reproach to any people, and giving pinrct t# 
With Spiritual wkkedoefles in high (facts. 
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tnd to bring down every high thought and 
maginatioa into the obedience of Chrift : 
his honour have all the faints who receive the 
jofpci of peace and falvattob* land arrive at 
he mark of the high calling of God in Chrift 
fefus. 

The titular Chriflian faith, he believeth ia 
the gofpel, and talks of life, liberty, and fal- 
vatioa by it; he faith he hath heard the 
found of the go(pei, and. that he obeys- the 
gofpel ; but how doth he (hew forth the truth 
hereof-? Let him examine himfelf j doth he 
know the light of the glorious gofpel to fhinc 
in his heart, whereby the myftery of h is re- 
vealed unto him ? Hath he repented br turned 
to the light* and believed the gofpel i Doth 
he knew it to be the power of God unto fid* 
vation ? And is he faved by it, as Abraham 
was* when preached uato him, and as the 
primitive Christians were, when they received 
it ? Doth he know life and immortality 
brought to light through the gofpel ? Hath 
he obeyed the gofpel ? And it his feet &od 
with the preparation of it? And dock he 
Jidorn the gofpel with a holy life and conver- 
sation ? No, the titular Christian knows «* 
fuch gofpel, nor the light of it to flliac in hk 
heart, nor the myftery of it to be revealed m 
him ; for he hates the light, and denies reve- 
lation, and faith it is ceafed, and -that there 
is no revelation to be expeded in thefe days, 
nor $ny po&bilhj to live a VvoVf Vifc v ^ ^ w 
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cometh the gofpel; nor any inheriting the 
precious promifes, nor enjoying the glorious 
things prophefied of, while on this fide the 
grave ; nor having the veil taken off the 
heart ; nor tears wiped away, nor the caufe 
of them removed ^ nor death fwallowed up in 
vi&ory, while he remains in the body; nor 
that the antitype of the year of jubilee, which 
is perfeft liberty and redemption, can bfc wit- 
neffed and enjoyed, by believing in the gofpel ; 
nor that the mountain of the Lord's houfe 
fhall be eftablifhed upon the top of all moun- 
tains, or that any can dwell in that where 
no deflroyer is ; not that the fabbath or reft 
wherein he (hall not fpeak his own words, 
nor thiuk his own thoughts, nor bear any 
burden, can "be entered into, or dwelt in, 
while on this fide the grave : the titular 
Chriflian hath no faith in any of thefe things ; 
therefore his faith is feigned, and the objeft 
of it is imaginary, and is indeed that which 
may be called another gofpel, which he that 
bringeth, is accurfed, and is not of God, but 
of man. 

• The titular Chriftian can be 21 profeffor of 
this gofpel, and a hearer of it, and yet never 
come to be quickened unto life ; nor ever 
receive remiffion of fin, nor inheritance among 
them that arc fan&ificd; nor ever come to 
enjoy the privileges of the gofpel, fignified 
^nd (hewed forth by divers types, figures* 
and Hiudows under the \aw, *x>A feevi toA y^ 
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phcficd of by the holy prophets ; yet can talk 
of all thefe things, even while in death, will 
talk of the fame of wifdom, and the glorious 
things her children formerly enjoyed, while he 
himfelf is poor, blind, and miferable, and 
wants the poffeffion and experimental enjoy- 
ment thereof. 

And indeed the myftery of iniquity hath fo 
far prevailed, and the darknefs is grown fo 
thick, by rcafon of the fmoke that afcends out 
of the bottomlefs pit, in this night of apoftacy, 
which hath fpread over this part of the world, 
called Chriftendom, fince the apoftks days, 
that the titular Chriftian, who hates the light, 
and dwells in this darknefs, will not endure 
the preaching any other do&rine, than fuch an 
one, which will admit of living under the bon- 
dage, fervicc, and flavcry of the devil, term of 
life : this is he that cannot endure found doc- 
trine. 

Now the found of this do&rine, which 
Chriftendom too much rings of, is, No perfeft 
viftory over fin ; no overcoming the devil ; 
no withftanding him in all his temptations ; no 
abftaining from every appearance- of evil ; no 
perfe&ing holinefs in the fear of God ; no 
ccafing from committing of fin ; no difpoffef- 
fing the ftrong man, and fpoiling all lys 
goods ; no fweeping the houfe, and garniftiing 
it with heavenly goods ; no pulling down the 
ftrong holds of fin and fatan ; no bringing 
erery thought and imagimauoTX uvto \kfc ^bft- 
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dime* of Chrift ; bo putting off the old man 
With bis deeds, nor putting on the new, nor 
bearing the heavenly image, nor any fbch 
regeneration or new birth to be known, which 
committeth not fin ; no repairing the breach 
which our firft parents made ; no finding 
again that which is loft ; no refloration into 
innocency, and a finlefs flate again, while men 
dwell in thefe earthly tabernacles ; none of 
thefe things can be effefied* faith the found 
of this gofpel, or the preachers of it in all . 
fefts* 

Oh i how greatly is it to be lamented, not 
only to fee and behold the garden and vine- 
yard of the Lord become fo great a wildernefs, 
and fo overgrown v with briars and thorns, 
thiftle*, and noifomt weeds, where many 
Venomous and hurtful things, are nouriftied) 
but alio to fee thofe who count themfelvei 
labourers in the vineyard, and dreffers of tht 
garden, fit down and conclude, that it can 
teever be dreffed, nor the vineyard purged 
from all that doth offend the tender grapes, 
and that the wild boar and the little foxes can 
fetver be driven out, nor thofe plants, which 
the heavenly Father never planted, be pulled 
up, nor that this wildernefs can ever become 
^fruitful field, nor like Eden again : and 
tnat there are fo many believers of thefe for- 
rowfol tidings and raiferable meffengers and 
ttunifters of fatan, even unbelieving fpies, 
Who dUto&ttgt and pcrim&c && ^eo^Ve. the* 
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can never inherit the good land, nor overcome 
their enemies. 

Oh thou God of heaven ! appear more 
and more, and difperfe and remove thU un- 
belief and groft darknefs ; and flop the amend- 
ing of this (moke, which arifeth out of the 
bottomlefs pit and darkens the air ; and gather 
thy fcattcred people from under thofe idol 
(hepherds and falfe vine-dreffers, blind guides 
ana njiferablc comforter*. Thou haft gathered 
a remnant from under them, and made their 
folly manifeft, and to them their da&rwc fa 
accarfccL Do JTq for thoufands and ten thou* 
fandf* which yet know thee not, is the brcath-r 
ing of the foul of the righteous ; and remove 
this monftrous faith out of the heart* of all 
men, which holds up the devil's kingdom 
there, term of life ; and let thy power be knpwr* 
and magnified over all, who art God, bldfcd 
for ever. 
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XVII. The true QhriftiarC s faith and experience 
concerning Grace, living under, and growing 
tip in it from one degree unto another ; and of 
the pojftbility of falling away. 



T k HE law came by Mofes, but grace and 
truth by Jefus Chrift : grace is the free 
gitt of God for the falvation of all, and hath 
appeared unto all men ; but all men did not, 
nor do receive it, fo know not the teachings 
and virtue of it, nor its fufficiency and power 
fo favc, known to none but fuch as do 
receive it: and all. that do receive this grace, 
arc taught by it to deny ungodlinefs and worldly 
lufts ; and to live foberly, righteoufly, and 
godly in this.prefent world : h thus it taught 
the true Chriftian in former ages, and teachcth 
the fame now ; and all that arc fo taught by it, 
are not under the law, but under grace ; for 
grace doth not deftroy the law, but fulfils it, 
and leads thofe that are under it to the enjoy- 
ment of the fubftance of thofe heavenly things 
it lhadowed forth, and which the prophets 
prophefied of. And further, it tcacheth more 
Spiritual and evangelical leffons than Mofes did, 
by whom the law came. 

* Tit. u. i a. 
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And the true Chriftian not only receives 
this grace, but grows in it from one degree 
unto another, and witneffcth a being faved by 
it, and a being juftified by it, haying expe- 
rience of its fufficiency when the enemy doth 
aflault, and trials and temptations attend ; even 
as Paul the aged, when in danger, and bc- 
fbught the Lord, the anfwer was, My grace i* 
fufficient for thee. 1 The Chriftians are witneffes 
this day of the fame. And Paul could fay, B^ 
the grace of God, I am what I am. That was 
an high and heavenly ftatc, to be no otherwife 
than grace made him. Self, fin, and fatan, 
are here excluded, and all boafting and glory- 
ing in the flefh is laid afide, and the free gift 
and grace of God exalted over all : this is a 
(landing by grace, and a living under it, being 
faved by it from tranfgreffing the law, which is 
holy, juft, and good. Here grace reigneth 
through righteoufnefs unto eternal life, k even 
where fin reigned once unto death, and abound- 
ed, here grace is known to abound much more. 

This was not only profeffed and talked of 
by the true Chriftiaus in former ages, and is 
not now in this age, but really felt, known, 
and witneffed in them, by the eifcftual work 
and operation of it: they did not nor do pro- 
fefs' a living under £r?.ce, while they do and 
commit that which the law is over, and which 
the law was added becaufe of, viz. fin. He 
that is alive to fin, the law hath power over 

1 % Cor. xii. 19. k Rom. f , %o > ^\. 
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him ; and he is indeed under- the law, not- \ 
withstanding he may profefs a being under 
grace, and living in gofpel times ; for Paul's 
parallel holds good, A woman is bound by 
the law to her hufband, fo long as he Ijveih ; 
but when dead (he is loofed from the law of 
her hufband. 1 So the law hath domipioq over 
a man, fo long as he liveth in th?t life and 
nature which tranfgrefieth it, let him profcfs 
what he will : and none are fitted and pre- 
pared to be married to another, even tp hnn 
who is raifed from the dead, till they are be- 
come dead unto the law, and fo delivered from 
it, that being dead whercip or whereby they 
were held, viz. fin : fpr, faith he, when we 
were in the flcflb, the motions of fin, which 
were by the law, did work in our members, 
to bring forth fruit unto death ; but now we 
are delivered from the law, that beiqg dead 
wherein we were held, that we fhould ferve in 
newnefs of fpirit, and not in the oldnefs of 
the letter. Here the true Chriftian knows the 
righteoufnefs of the law fulfilled in him, who 
walketh not after the flefh, nor the motions 
of it, but after the fpirit, and the motions 
thereof; fo that his words are feafoned with 
grace, and walks to the praife and glory of 
His God : and as he here abides, he wit* 
nefleth a being delivered from under the law? 
and knows the occafion of it taken away, and 

1 Rom. Til. 
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i\y lives under grace, ahd grows in it t 
n the knowledge of hi* Lord and Saviour 

Chrift ; to whom be glory, both now and 
?er. 

it now, notwithftanding the cry of fome 
r Christians is* No falling from grace to- 
. yet there is a poflibility that after people 

received the grace of God, and known 
irtue and operation of it alfo, that they 
fall from it, and of children of grace, 
ne children of Wrath ; they may tura 
race of God into wantonnefs, or rather # 

from it after they have received it f 
wantonnefs ; they may ufe their liberty, 
h by grace they are come unto, as an 
ion to the flefh, and fo not (land fait 
lat liberty wherewith Chrift hath made 
i free j and they may fall from ftcadfaft- 

after by grace they have attained unto 
And after people have clean efcaped from 

which live in error, and from the pollu- 
of the world, they may err, and be 
ted again, and turn like the dog to his 
t, and like the fow that was wafhod to 
wallowing in the mire ; and an evil 
t of unbelief and difubedience, in de- 
ng from the living God, after they have 
vn him, may get in ; and people may 
fy to themfelves the Son of God afrefh* 
put him to open ihame, and trample the 
A of the covenant, with which once their 
ts were /prinklcd, under foox. *^ix&% 
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and do dcfpight unto the fpirit of grace, and 
grieve the holy fpirit of God ; and finally,, 
they may make (hipwreck of faith and a 
good confeience. Thefe things may all be 
done, or elfe in vain are ihe .divers exhorta- 
tions recorded in the =holy fcriptures to the ■ 
primitive Chriftians, .to ftand faft, .abide, and 
continue to the end, that they might not be 
entangled, deceived, nor fall into temptations 
again. And in vain was all the labour, 
travail, care, and excrcife of the apoftlcv 
teachers, and dlders among the churches, 
.after they were gathered out of the world, 
and had received the manifold graces of God 
to confirm them and eftablifli them in the 
fame„ if there had been no danger of their 
falling ;from it, and corrupting themfelvcs 
agaiij. This titular Chriftian's opinion of no 
-.total falling from grace, is .contrary to the 
current of the whole fcriptures*. and. Paul's 
.teftimony is,* that fuch that fo fall away, who 
were once enlightened, and taftcd of the. hea- 
venly gift, .and powers of the world to come, 
if fuch :fin .wilfully, .after they have received 
the knowledge of the truth,, that it is:impoffible 
to renew them again to repentance, and that 
there remains no more Sacrifice for;lins, but a 
.certain fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation, which fhall devour the.adver* 
faries ; who incur a forer punifhment than thofe 
that defp'rfed Mofes's law, who died without 
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pnercy onder two or three witnefTes. The* e is 
a foier punifhment than outward death, which 
the outward law infii&ed upon the tranfgreffors 
of. it; and thofe that have known the law of 
him that is greater than Mofes, which is the 
law of the fpirit of life, and have been fubje&s 
of it, and fallen and apoftatized From it, fliall 
partake of this forer punifhment. And as none 
knoweth the joy and confohtion of thofe that 
have the law of the fpirit of life, and obey, 
and abide in it j or the white (tone, wherein 
the new name is written, which none knoweth 
but he that hath it ; fo none knoweth the forer 
punifhment, the fiery indignation, kindled by 
the breath of the Lord, nor feels the gnawing 
of the worm which never dies, which attends 
the tranfgreffors, and wilful fmners againft this 
law of the fpirit of life, but he that hath it, 
and feceives it as a juft recompence of reward 
of his difobedience, rebellion, and apoftacy- 

And the titular Chriftian, who talks of living 
under grace, and not under the law; and of 
being married to Chrift, before he hath known 
in fome degree the law ?s a fchoolmafter, to 
bring him to Chrift, and is- become dead to 
that which the law hath power over ; before 
he comes to know the righteoufnefs of the law 
fulfilled in him by the fpirit of grace, and righ- 
teoufnefs which exceeds the righteoufnefs of 
the fcribes and pharifees ; knows grace to reign 
through righteoufnefs unto eternal life.* even 
where On hach reigned unto deaxYk \ \K&at*\* 

Fa 
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h taught by grace to deny tsmgodlinefs and 1* 
Worldly iufts, and to live foberly, righteoufly, 
And godly ; teafeth from fin, and knoweth the 
body of it deftroyed, and become dead, and 
deliverance from the dead body : I Fay, before 
thjs, his talk and profeffion of living undet 
grace, is vain, he remaineth alive in that for 
which the law was added, viz. Sin. For the 
main reafon to prove a perfon udder grace, 
which. Paul mentioned!, fc, for fiti fliall not 
have dominion over you ; for, or becaufe, yoi 
are not under the law, but under grace : he 
that cotnmitteth fin is the fervant of it, and fit 
hath dominion over him, let the titular Chriftiaa 
prbfefs what he will. 



2LVIH. . The true Chriftian* s faith and experience 
concerning outward mi inward miracle** 



ALL miracles and wonders, that weit 
outwardly wrought by the power of 
God, before the law, under the law, fitrce thfe 
law, by the hand of Mofes and Aaron, the 
prophets, Chrift, md his apoftles, were in 
thvmfclves figns, generally (hewed before ufl- 
belicving, hard-hearted, 2^Vwxa»»-w«ss«i^ 
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generations ; and' we read not of very mq^nr 
tne holy fcriptures, that were converted by 
the working of outward miracles ; Pharaoh and 
the Egyptians were hardened} the Israelite* 
themfeJ Ives, after they had feen and partook of 
wonderful deliverances and .mighty miracles 
wrought before their face, a9> the going 
through the fea on dry land, and their ene- 
mies deftroyed in the fame ; the pillar of 
cloud by day, and the pillar of fire by night - r 
the manna and quails from; heaven - r the water 
out of a rock, and had alfo drank of the 
fpiritugJ rock which followed them; yet art* 
unbelieving, ignorant, diiobedienc, rebellious, 
murmuring heart got up in them, fo that they 
difcerned not the power by which they were 
wrought, nor the end wherefore, being ig- 
norant of both y neither did they truly regard 
the inftrument* by whom they were wrought,, 
their wills and luffs remained' ftrong, their 
hearts foul and grofs, their ears dull of hear- 
ing,, and their eyes fo weak, and th$ir un- 
derftandings fo darkened, that they could not 
look, upon^ nor behold- the- glory of that 
miniftration,, though it was but of angels * T 
nor abide and endure the voice * of God lI * 
giving forth the law, for the condemnation 
of the tranfgreffor, which was glorious in 
its time, fo that they couW not behold the 
glory of Mofes's face without fear, nQr fa 
much as. touch the mount oq wh\cit Go<fe 
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appeared j* yea, the priefts, unlefs fan&ified, 
or made holy, were not to come nigh the 
Lord. This was the ftate of the Ifraelires, 
notwithftanding they were eye-witnefles of the 
mighty wonders and miracles vifibly wrought 
before their natural fenfes ; yet through un- 
belief, difobedience, murmuring, and rebel- 
lion, they perifhed, and their carcafes fell in 
the wildernefs, and entered not into the pro- 
mifed land. Let the reader confider thofc 
things. 

And when Chrifl Jefus, the great prophet, 
came, of whom Mofes prophefied, and wrought 
divers vifible miracles before the hard-hearted 
Jews, who profeffed themfelves the difciplcs 
of Mofes, we do not find, nor read, that 
many of thofe that faw them wrought with 
their natural eyes ; and that drank of that 
miraculous wine, made of water; and that 
eat of the five loaves and two fifties, that fed 
five thoufand, and twelve baikets of frag- 
ments to fpare, were converted ; nor fo much 
as became his difciples or followers, except 
for leaves, or fome felfifh ends ; and fome 
among whom he wrought mighty miracles, 
defired him to depart their coafts. And from 
the chief priefts and leaders he met with this 
judgment, that he was a deceiver, a Samari- 
tan, and had a devil, and caft out devils by 
Beelzebub, the prince of the devils ; fo that 
bis raifmg the dead, healing the lick, pof* 

■ Exodut;rciW. 30, *»^ *■>*■« v • 
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fefled^ ancfdifeafed, thoug.h mighty works in 
themfclves, and wrought by the power of hi* 
Father ih him ; yet they were not-f&ch great 
•works, nor the effe&s of fucK- great extent, 
But that thofe that did believe in him fhbuld 
do greater, or he in his fpiritual appearance 
m them would do greater, according to r thfs 
faying :: Verily r verily, 1 fay unto- you, he that 
Believeth in me, the works that I do, he (Kail 
do alfo, and greater than thefe (hall he do* 
becaufc P go to my Father, and whatfoever ye 
afk in my name, that will I'do. ¥ This faying 
and promife was and is fulfilled, fulfilling, and' 
to be fulfilled. And every true Chriftian is a 
witnefe of the power that is received by be- 
lieving, in Chrift, and knoweth and experience 
eth greater works, wrought by the power 
and fpiritual'appearance of Chrift within, than 
all the outward' miracles he wrought before 
the carrial eyes of carnal profeffors and unbe- 
Hfcvers in the days of his flefli. But thia 
the titular Chriftian cannot receive, knowing 
nothing thereof. In order therefore to con- 
vince him of the truth of the fame, the true 
Ghriftian fpeaks further, as follows : 

Firft, he faith, that once he was dead in 
trefpaffes and fins ; and fo dead, that though 
he was loaded therewith, yet he felt not the 
weight and burden thereof, and not only fo, 
but he bad all the properties of a dead man 
fpiritual)/; his eye was fo \A\ti&, ^^ ^ 

* John x\\. I*, 13. 
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could not fee the exceeding finfulnefs of fin ! 
his ear was fo deaf, that he could not hear 
the voice of God, though he often called hira 
out of it ; his feet were fo lame, that be could 
not walk one ftep in the way of God ; and he 
was fo bowed down that he could not (land 
upright, his bloody iffue could not be flopped, 
nor hi? wounds healed; his fores ran in the 
flight, and his foul refufed comfort; he was 
caft out into the open field to the loathing of 
his perfon, and the Levitc and the pricft pafled 
by and miniftred no help ; be faw no eye to 
pity, nor no hand to fave, nor no pbyfician of 
value could he meet withj all told him he 
could never be cured, healed, and made a 
found living man again while he lived upon 
the earth j and to increafe his mifery, he was 
perfuaded to believe the fame; which belief 
is one of the ftj-Qngeft links of the chains of 
darknefs : in fhort, words cannot exprefs the 
fad and lamentable eftate ef mankind in the 
fall, which the true Chriftian once lay in, 
even bound in chains of darknefs, under the 
flavery and bondage of fin and faun, capti- 
vated in a ftrange land, out of which nothing 
lefs than the mighty, terrible, and glorious 
power of God, by and through his Son Chrift 
JefuSj is able effe&ually to redeem, fave, and 
deliver. 

Therefore in the fecond place, the true 

CW#ian's teftimony is as followeth : to the 

praifc and glory of the \>ovkt oi G^\^\^ 



glbriojus . appearance and heavenly fwslation*. 
tnrough the Son of his love in this letter day* 
wherein his exceeding kigdnefs and power \% 
ipanifefted, as in ages , paft, . apd as in the 
generation of old ; .find hi$ faithful promife? 
fulfilled ; and the hour is come, whereip the 
dead hear the voice of God, and the graves 
open, and they that are therein come forth/ 
and ? mighty found is heard of .the dry bone$ 
in the valley coining together, and knitting. 
bone to bone, and joint ta joint, and finew ta 
finew*; and flcfh grows upon the fitfne,. and 
the breath of life is received,, and a flawing. 
up is known of an exceeding great arjny,* 
which (hall yet incrcafe more and- raorp, and' 
inherit and poffefs the antitype of the promifed 
l.and ;• this was feen ahd prophefied of by 
Ezekiel, and now enjoyed by the true Chris- 
tian.: read chapter xxxvii. verfe 14, and the 
Lord give thee underftanding* Now to wit- 
uek thefe things effe&ed by the Spirit and 1 
power of the Lord, is more than, to fee $- 
dead body outwardly raifed to life, aod to 
have the eye of the mind opened, and (he ear 
of the fpiritual man un flopped, and the tongue 
unloofed, that can praife the Lord,, and the 
Ip-me to leap as an hart,, and to run the ways- 
of God's commandments with delight, with-- 

e John v. 35. 
* People dead in (ins and trefpaffes, degenerated and '«• 
eftranged from the life of God, are as thefe dry bones, and 
are to be witaejfcg of the Tame power to rcfiore them t* 
form and life. 

*5 
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out ftunibling, wearincfs, or fainting : I fay, 
thcfe things being wrought by the pOwcr of 
God in the inward man, are greater miracles 
than the opening of a blind eye, or unftopping 
of a deaf ear, or unloofing the tongue of the 
<jttmb, or curing the lame outwardly. 

And to be cleanfed from the leprous dif- 
eafe of fin, to know the bloody iffuc. thereof 
(lopped, and to have an heart fprinkled from 
^n evil confeience, the body wafhed with pure 
water, and the heart and mind cleanfed from 
all that would defile, by the" precious blood 
of Chrift manifeft and known within ; whcie 
the defilements are, are greater miracles, 
though the fame in nature, than that which 
cured the leprofy and bloody ifluc, outwardly, 
and the cleanfing of rhe mind, heart, and con- 
feience, and healing the inward man of all its 
difeafes, is more wonderful than the healing 
all outward difeafes whajfoevCr. 

Now the working of outward miracles are 
not -of abfolute neceffity in the church of 
Chrift, neither doth the gift thereof always 
attend the church ; and we read of no outward 
miracles wrought by divers primitive apoftles, 
minifters and teachers, elders and fathers in 
the church : but thefe greater works and 
miracles which Chrift promifed thofe that 
believed in him fhould do, they were allwjit- 
neffes of in a meafure, being of abfolute necef- 
iity to be known wrought by Chrift, the power 
of God* in every true CVmlVrav iuyw* *v\\\sxv\ 
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without which, no refurreftion to life, nor en- 
trance into the way of falvation is attained unto, 
let the titular Chriftian profefs what he will. 

And I ftill well remember, when I was a 
titular Chriftian, and a hearer and difciple of 
that generation, which now calls upon the 
true Chriftian for figns and miracles, which no 
impoftor, nor falfe Chriftian can give ; they 
ufed then to acknowledge and preach for doc- 
trine, that the converfioa of one foul to God 
was a greater work than the creation of the 
world ; and the main reafon they gave, was, 
that in the work of the outward creation v 
nothing did refift and oppofe : God faid, Let it 
be ; and it was fo. Bin now in the new crea- 
tion and work of regeneration, God meets with • 
much oppofition ; he fpeaks, and calls once 
and again, and man* regards it not ; he ftretch- 
eth out his hand all the day long, and the re- 
bellious regards it not ; he ftands at the door 
and knocks, but his enemy is gotten into the 
houfe, and the door is (hut againft him, yet he 
waits to fhew himfclf gracious, according to the 
phrafe in fcripture, till his head is wet with 
the dew, and his locks with the drops of the 
night : and he wooeth and . befeeches, with 
bowels of companion, all mankind by his uni* 
verfal love and light, and Holy Spirit, to be 
reconciled unto him, and to turn or be con* 
verted unto him, that he may heal them, re« 
(lore and redeem them out of the degeneration 
which they are run into t\\to\*g)\ fo^ voNfc '^ 

1?6 
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primitive tftate, and ^urc enjoy rtient of him* 
telf, which was before fin entered, or the for- 
bidden fruit was eaten , or evil trow in the 
world; but mankind flights this great love, 
and refifts and defpifeth this light and-Holjr 
Spirit, which would work all thefe thing* in 
him and for him. 

So thefc things above confidercd, which arc 
according to the phrafe and language of the 
Holy Scriptures, it may evidently appear that 
the work of the new creation, being accom* 
panted with fo much oppofition, is greater 
than the work of the old. In this the titular 
Chriftian, as in many other things, talks a 
truth with his tongue, but is not a living wit- 
ncft and efcperiencer of the fame in his heart ; 
therefore when the true Chriftian tells him 
what the Lord hath done for his foul, and the 
mighty works and wonders that he hath 
wrought in him, and for him; how he hath 
raifed him from death to life, from fin to 
rightcoufnefs, and tranflatcd him from dark- 
nefs to light, from the kingdom of fatan to 
the kingdom of his dear Son $ and how he hath 
mbde him vfhole every whit, even upon the 
fabbath-day, and that he now fits in heavenly 
places with him, clothed, and in his right 
mind; and that he hath received a good un- 
derstanding to know him that is true, and is 
in him that is trne: and that he hath the 
witnefs of God'^ Spirit bearing witnefs with his 
fpirit; iixM he is a child oi Go^ *t&*\^&&- 
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far of thefe things ; which things no impoftor, 
deceiver, nor titular Chriftian can have and 
poflefs, while fo : I fay,, when thefe things are 
told, and borne witnefs of in the ears of the 
titular Chriftian, he flights, and difregards, 
and will not believe the Umc ; . but counts it 
deluiion, and fanatick dreams, and. fancies, 
arifing from fpiritual pride, high-miudednefs, 
and vain conceit, ^nd fo defpifeth his testimony, 
and the works that bear witnefs thereof, even 
as the Jews did of old judge . and condemn 
Chrift and his mighty works, as wrought by 
the power of the devil j fo doth the titular 
Chriftian in this age judge, cenfure, arraign, 
"and condemn Cbrilt and his mighty works in 
this day of his power and fpiritual appearance 
m tKfc hearts of the fons and daughters of men, 
wherein he hath wrought as mighty works* 
and ddne as great miracles, as in any age fince 
the fall of man, and many are now living mo- 
numents of the fame ; bleffed h the eye that 
feetb them, and is fixed upon the author 
thereof : to whom be glory and praife tbrpygh- 
out all generations fpr ever. . 
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XIX, The true Chriftiattt faith and experience 
concerning the Doftrine of Perfection. 

IN the Holy- Scriptures are divers precepts, 
and commands, and exhortations, not only 
to holinefs, but to the perfecting of holincfs 
in the fear of God, to the preffing forwards 
until it be attained unto, and a full growth be 
witnefled, to the ftature of a perfeft man- in 
Chrifl Jefus ; * prefented to God without blc- 
mifh, fpot, or wrinkle, or any fuch thing : * 
and it is faid of Noah, that he was a juft and 
perfeft man in his generation, and that he 
walked with God : c and God faid unto Abra- 
ham, Walk before me, and be thou perfeft : * 
and that Job was a perfeft and juft maw:* "and 
in David's time he bids, Mark the perfeft man, : 
and behold the upright, the end of fuch is peace: 1 
and Chrifl: exhorteth his difciples to be perfeft,' 
as their heavenly .Father was perfeft : • and the 
labour and travail of the apoftles were, that 
people might be perfeft and cntire,*waming 
nothing ; h and that they might be prefented 
perfeft, and be made perfeft in every good 
work : * and he wiflied the perfeftion of thofe 
he wrote to : k and he fpake wifdom among 
them that were perfeft. l 

• 2 Cor. vii. I. PhiL iii. 14. fc Col. 1. %%. • Gen. vi. 9. d ibid. 
xrii. i. 9 ]ob. i. 8. f Pfal. xxxvn. yj, » \JUxx-n, a&. k \»«. i. 
4- i Hcb.xnh%i. k ft Cor. urn. 9. ^iCw.fc.** 
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So the Holy Scriptures contain not only 
precepts and exhortations to holinefs* and per- 
fection, but they alfo give teftimony that feve- 
ral did obey them, and attain thereunto in ages 
pad : and the faith and teftimony of the true 
Chriftian In this age is, that holinefs and per- 
fection ate attainable now as in days of old, 
and that the divers precepts and exhorrations 
in "the fcriptures thereunto, may be obeyed, 
and the ftate truly enjoyed. Even while 
people dwell in thefe earthly tabernacles, they 
may enjoy the heavenly treafure in their earth- 
en veflels," which may be pofleffed with fanc- 
tification and honour. n 

Now this is one of the found doCtrines 
which the titular Chriftian cannot endure, 
comprehend, nor underftand, therefore cries 
out againft it, and fays, No perfection here; 
no perfecting holinefs in the fear of God; 
no coming to the mark of the high calling of 
God in Chrift Jefus;° no growing up to the 
ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift; no perfcCt 
man in Chrift; nor no being prefented to 
God as a chafte virgin, holy and unblameable, 
faultlcfs, without fpot or wrinkle. p In fum, 
no being now as the farhers of old, and the 
Chriftians in the primitive times, were; no 
poffibility of perfeCt obedience to the divers 
precepts, exhortations, and commands of the 
Spirit of God throughout the holy fcriptures : 

- 2 Cor. ir. 7. ' X Theff. W. 4. • Phil, iu. l*. * CoY \» w •*>* 
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this is the language of the* titular Chriftian ; 
fo that herein he commits thefe two great 
evils : firft, notwithftandiiag his pretended 
honour to the fcriptures and holy men, he 
gives them all the lie. Secondly, he with, the 
flothful fervant, calls God a hard Matter, in 
requiring that which none are able to perform. 
But the tcftimouy, faith, and experience of 
the true Chriftian is quite the contrary : he 
having palled through the work of regene- 
ration, and experienced the diycrs \y<pr kings 
and operations of the Spirit. of God in his 
heart, (in this fmall treatife before hinttd at)" 
leading him from one degree of grace unto 
another, from one degree of faith and know- 
ledge unto another, until he is fully faved by 
the grace, and hath gained perfeft viftory by 
the faith from and over that which made 
him impcrfeft, finful, and defiled, and until 
the knowledge of the Lord (o abounds in 
him, that it covers the earth as the waters 
cover the fea; and yntil he comes tQ the 
fabbath of reft, the antitype of the outward 
fabbath; wherein he fpeaks cot h»$ own 
words, nor thinks his own thoughts, nor 
doth his own will nor works ; but witneiTeth 
a denial of them all, and a putting off the 
old man with his deeds, aqd keeping the 
body under, and a, bridle upon the tongue, 
nature, will, thoughts, and defires, which 
received the temptation in the beginning; 

always /weeping, them iq \\t& w>fe. . TW^h a 
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renewing and raftoration be attained unto, an4 
the ftate of innocency known and lived in, 
even as in the beginning before the Swj yet 
the will, thoughts, and defires mnft be watched, 
ruled over, and fubjefted to the will and 
command of God, in truth and reality, even 
as Chrift has left an enfaraple : whole will and 
defires were good, pure* and perfeft ; yet faid 
he, when he prayed to his Father* Not my 
will, "but thine j whofe will be came to do. 

Now in this heavenly felf-deqial, and true 
resignation, ftands the perfection and fafcty of 
the true Chriftian, all which is wrought and 
effefted by the power and fpiritual appearance 
of the fecond Adam in him, and for him, 
who of himfelf can do nothing.. 

And in tbi$ is bis happinefs and perfection, 
that he 15 come to ceafe from his own thoughts, 
words and works, his own way and will, and 
his pwn wifdom and knowledge alfoj for in 
thefc things began his mifery, and while they 
lived in him, and ruled over him, .he continued 
in the mifery, notwithftanding his diyers de- 
vices, and inventions, and flrivings tQ .get out 
of it ; death, mifery, and forrow accompanied 
him, and claVe clofe unto him, and he could 
never be rid thereof, till he came through 
the work of regeneration, through true fclf- 
denial and refignatioo, to thm eftatc which 
Paul was in, when he faid, I live, yet not I, 
but Chrift lives in me, and the life that I now 
Jive, I Jive by the faith ol \k& %<x& c&-^*^\ 
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this is the perfr&ion the true Chriilian arrives 
at, even to know Chriil live in- him, and fclf 
and fin dead ; then this life of rigHteoufnefs 
reigns, where once fin and death reigned ; and 
this life cnrcth all difeafes, and makes a man 
grow to perfe&ion, makes the mind found, 
and the underftanding good; the heart clean 
and honeft, purgcth the conference from all 
dead works, and brings into the fcrvice of the 
living God, makes freej and' redeems from the 
contrary, viz. the fcrvice of fin and fatan ; 
and this is a perfeft ftate, and hath been, is, 
and may be attained unto, according to the 
holy fcriptures, and the teftimony of the true 
Ghriftian. 

And fome titular Chriffiaps do pray for,, 
promife, and profefs as much in words, when 
they pray for a clean heart, and the renewing 
of a right fpirit, to live a holy life;* and to be 
clcanfed from all fin, and when they promife 
one for another, to forfeke the devil and all* 
his works, the pomps and vanities of this 
world, and all the finful lufls of the fleflb, and; 
to keep God's holy wiH and commandments; 
this is perfe&ion, and he* that- doth receive a 
clean heart and a right fpiritj and doth thofc 
things, is a pcrfeft man. 

Now he that profeffcth and witnefleth thefe 

things before fpoken of, and hath travailed" 

through the "xork of the new creation, he* 

can /peak of perfection in truth and rigKtc- 

oufncfsy he can -fay, a\\ tVve ^otVl* o^ G<A«ax*. 
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perfeft, good, yea, very good, being a living 
witncfs of the fame, and that the works of man 
in the fall and degeneration, and of the old fer- 
pent whom he obeys, are altimperfeft and bad, 
yea, very bad ; therefore let all that talk of per- 
fection with their tongues, aird profefs it with 
their lips, fee that they are m that faith which 
is the gift of God, ai?d works by love, and 
doth wonderful things* Though it be but as 
a grain of muftard-feed, it removes mountains, 
and the: eflfeft of ft doth away a*l impcrfeftion^ 
and makes Whole every whitj the eye being 
fixed upon the author thereof* k brings the 
mighty from its feat, and exalteth that of low 
degree j it brings to the true poverty which 
make* many rich, and inherits all dungs, to 
the forrowing wherein is rejoicing always ? 
to the having nothing, and yet pofleffing alt 
thifigs 5 to: the ^takriefs, wherein is ftrength \ 
to the lofe, wherein is gain ; to the death, 
wherein is fife everlafting : this ftate Paul 
was in, when lie fpoke after this manner, 
When I am weak, then am I ftrong ; when 
dead, then alive; as forrowing, yet always 
rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many rich ; 
-as having nothing, yet poffeffing all things. q 
Thefe. things are as myfteries to the carnai 
mind, and are hidden from the wife and pru- 
dent, but revealed to the babes, who fuck at 
the bread* of confolation, and are weaned from 
the breafts : of this world, in all fo* ^ctfe&io^ 

* a Cor. vi. io. 
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glory; and beauty, vifible, and invifibte, and ate 
become children of that faith, without which 
it is impoflible to pleafe God. Therefore if 
any will be perfeft and have trcafure in hea- 
ven, they mud become as new born babes, 
feeding on the milk of the word, and know 
a growing up in and by the virtue of the fame,, 
to the ftate of a perfeft man, oitf of. all felf- 
Will, thoughts, and imaginations, felf-wndpm> 
riches, and knowledge) for iq the (late of 
innocency, before the faH, man was not rich, 
wife, nor ftrong of &mfelf, his own will* 
thoughts, and defires, though in themfelve* 
and in their places harmkfs, did not rule over 
him ; neither did he feed upon the tree of 
knowledge, which was and is gpod in its place, 
though not fof food, but he mW over them 
all ; while he ftood in the image of his Maker, 
snd obeyed bis command, he had pow^r over 
all the beafts pf the field, and fifla of the fea„ 
and the earth was fubdued by hint, and he 
had dominion over it, {landing ia the life, 
power, riches, and wifdopn of bis God, antf 
out of hij own j here, thpygh he h$d nothing* 
yet he pofleffed aH, fubdued all, antf had domi- 
nion overall ; though he fed not upon the tree 
€>f knowledge, yet was he full of knowledge and', 
wifdorn, to difcern the nature of things, and; 
to give them names accordingly j though he 
had no wHl nor defire, but what was to be 
fubjeft to the will of God| nor no power, 
or ureagth given him of Gq& \o *&. oa\tvra\ 
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t<i his command, yet he had great powef, 
liberty, and freedom given him of God ovet 
all the works of his hands : And every herb 
bearing feed, which was upon all "the earth, 
and every tree, in which ttas the fruit of k 
tree, bearing feed foT meat; only the tree 
of knowledge^ which grew, not at one cor- 
aer, but in the midft of the garden, even 
where the tree of life itfelf grew, he was not 
to eat of. He that reads, let him underfiand, 
for I teftify that Mofes, or the author of 
Gehefis, was endued with thfc fame divine hea- 
venly fight and wifdom, when he wrote thefe 
things, as John was when he Wrote his book 
of Revelations ; and a meafure of the fame 
miift give the imderftandirtg of them. 

Now mankind had nothing to do, but to 
drefs and keep the garden, which God's own 
hand had planted ; and this he was to do in 
the will, wifdom, and power of God, by which 
he became a living foul, clothed with the image 
of God, without any other covering but his 
fpirit; this was his glory and perfeftion: and 
in this ftood his joy and felicity, ppwer, and 
dominion within and without ; in this ftands 
the true Chriftian's now. But when he fuf- 
fered his will and defire, and the eye of his 
mind by the temptation, to be drawn and 
allured forth, and gave way to the fpringing 
up of a defire, to know and be wife for himfelf, 
to be fomething of himfelf, th\* \ex \k& \rsk^- 
radon over him, being decern^ dNSsS^^jt.^^ 
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God, even under a hope of gaining by it, and 
.bettering his (late, believing the ferpent, who 
faid, Tou (hall be as gods, you (hall hot die. 
Thus death entered upon him, thus the image 
of God in him became veiled, and his beauty, 
glory, and perfe&ion defaced ; his own will 
and defires no fooner gave way/to, hiit temp- 
tation entered ; no fooncr his own eye opened, 
but his ijnperfeftion appeared, and his naked- 
nefs was (een ; no fooner he began to live of 
himfelf, and to will, and to know of himfelf, 
but death, mifery, and ignorance followed, 
and fharae, fear, and guilt appeared ; and in- 
ventions and contrivances, how to cover the 
nakednefs and (hame, and excufe the guilt, 
was invented : this was the work of tranf- 
grcfling man in the beginning, and is the fame 
at this day among all the children of men, of 
what nation, name, or feft foever, who abide 
in the tranfgreffing (late of the firft Adam. 

Now the (late of perfe&ion that the children 
of the fecond Adam do attain unto, while in 
the body, is a true felf-denial and refignation 
into the will of God, throughout all trials, 
and over all temptations ; he is a perfeft man 
in Chrift, who is not only reftored and re- 
deemed by him into a (late of innocency, harra- 
leflhefs, and uprightness ; but alio in this (late 
is refigned and given up in his mind, will, 
thoughts, and defires, into the will of God, 
as clearly knowing it ; fo that his mind being 
the mind of Chrift, is ey\u^^\ic^Nc^>S-w}^\^ 
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rand his mind is flayed upon him, where the 
'perfeft peace is:: and his will, thoughts, and 
defires, though harmkfs, as Chrift's were, yet 
iiibjeft to his Father, truly faying, as Chrift 
faid, Not my will, hot .thine. In this (late 
-of true resignation unto and unity with the 
.Father's will, .ftands ,the true Chriftian^s fafety 
and perfection ; and, that which preferveth him 
in the .fame, is the power of God, that tho- 
roughly debafeth felf, fubjefteth man's will, 
and faves to the uttermoft through faith in it, 
And in this flatc of perfection, as he lives and 
remains, he is clothed with the fpirit of glory 
and humility ; *he greater his attainments are, 
and. the higher the .heavenly place is he fits in, 
the lower is his. mind, ana the leffer he is in 
his own eyes; -the greater be is in the king- 
dom of God, the more he is repleniihed with 
jtruc love, goodnefs and humility: here the 
greatcft is *hc fervant, a helper of others ; 
the higheft, the lowed; here the fervant is as 
iiis lord, and the lord as him that fervcth. 
.And among thefe true Chriftians there is no 
flrife nor difpute, who fliall be the greateft; 
.though .they are elders* and have crowns upon 
their heads, yet they throw them down at the 
•feet of him that fits upon the throne, and give 
^glory to him for ever. Rev. iv. 10, 11. 

W. Shbwen, 
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XX. A few words, by way of advice, tounfel, 
*nd exhortation, iofucb ^as are newly turned in 
their minds from darknefs to light, from the 
poiver of f atari to God, whereby the woti of 

, regeneration is begun, thatfuch may not mi/carry 
in the fame, nor Jit down in the way, fhort if 
the mirk of the high calling of God in Chrift 
Jefus, is what folloivs written, ferhu/ly to be 
tead, weight J, and confidered* 



TENDER friend, who art turned to this 
tight and power, and art a believer in 
it, and defirtft to hear and obey the word in 
thy tnouth and \w thy heart, to this thou ddft 
Weil to take heed, as unto a light that fhineth 
in u dark place, and as a voice that calleth unco 
thee, faying, Come up hither, and I will fhtw 
thee the bride, the Latab's wife. 

In order thereto, thou mull underftatod and 
regard the end of the precious appearance of 
the light within, though it be and appear unto 
thee but as a light that breaketh forth before 
the day dawn, or before the day«ftar arife in 
thy heart, yet the end of its appearance and 
fhining in thee, is, that thou fliouldft fix the 
eye oT faith upon it, and keep thy mind to- 
ward* it, and this is the ftar of the Meffias, 
and the angel of the Lord, who will lead thee 
to the inn, where the vugta v* dclvrctcd of a 
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fon, and Where the babe of glory lies, fwaddled 
in a manger, unregarded by all the gueftt 
thereof; and thou, following this ftar, and 
finding him, wilt ( not fpare thy gold, inqenfe, 
and myrrh, but offer up thy precious things 
unto him, as the wife men did. 

And when the % light within, the day-fta* 
hath led thee thus far, thou muft not think 
within thyfelf, that thou haft now attained to 
the mark of the high calling of God in Chrift 
Jefus, becaufe thy eye feeth the falvation 
which God hath prepared before the face of 
all people. Think not with thyfelf that thou 
prefently poffefleft and enjoyeft the fame, be- 
caufe of the joy, delight, and pleafure, that 
accompanies the fight thereof. Take thou , 
heed of fitting down in the appearance of 
light and heavenly difcoveries, and in the bard 
fight and knowledge of the man-child that is 
born; but wait thou, and walk in the fame; 
light, which will difcover unto thee that fpirit 
that feeks its life within thyfelf, even after 
it is born, under the pretence of worfhipping 
of it, as Herod did, and init thqu wilt receive 
wifdom and counfel, to cherifh and preferve it, 
till the death of its enemies, as Jofeph did + 
In the light thou mayeft come to read and 
underftand rhofe things whicli arc written for 
thy learning. 

Now whatfQevcr makes manifefl: is light; 
darknefs and the works of it, is and hath hecxv 
wrought within ; the light' \iv*t c*^£& ^s^ 

G 
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darknefs, and the power that deftroys' the 
Works of it, is alfo to be known within ; and 
thou muft believe and continue walking in the 
light, that thou mayeft become a child of it; 
and abide with the power, that thou mayeft 
know and witnefs the work of it within thy- 
fclf, proceeding in order from the firft day 
to the feventh, or fabbath of reft : and thou 
mayeft underftand, that thou doeft not become 
a child of light fo foon as thou feeft the fhiniog 
of it, and begins to believe and walk in it. 
Thou muft not only have faith, but thou moil 
add to thy faith patience, for thou haft as much 
need as fome of old bad, which Paul wrote 
to, when he faid, Te had need have pati- 
ence that after ye have done the will of God, 
ye may receive the promife; and it was 
after they believed, that the primitive Chrifti- 
ans were fealed with the fpirit of promife. The 
end of faith is not foon attained unto; he 
that believes muft not make hafte, neither muft 
he will nor run, but in patience wait in the 
faith without doubt and wavering, till he 
receives the end of it, as fome of old did, 
viz. the falvation of their fouls : and fo thou 
wik know, as in the light thou waited, fal- 
vation come nearer and nearer one day than 
another unto thee, and wilt witnefs to the 
truth of what the apoftle wrote, when he faid, 
Now is our falvation nearer than when we 
believed. 
Now, tender friend, \ lawc iJwv^ 
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to advife thee of, that the wiles and devices 
of the enemy are many and myfterioiis, and 
it is againft thee, who art come to believe in 
die light, he rageth within and without, and 
about thee he goeth as a roaring lion, feeking 
to devour ; and as a fubtle fox to get into the 
vineyard again, and fpoil the tender grapes ; 
therefore 1 counfei thee to watt low in thy 
mind, in that heavenly principle of light, to 
which thou haft been turned, . and in which 
thou haft believed ; in this the devil hath no 
part; abiding here, thou art as one irmed in 
a ftrong tower of defence ; keep thou thyfclf 
that he may never prevail againft thee by 
allurements, baits, fnares and enticements, and 
he can never force thee, nor by all his ftreugth 
compel thee to yield to him and obey him. 

But know this, he will jfuit and fort his 
temptations according to thy temperament, 
date, and condition, feeing thou haft turned 
thy back upon that wherein his kingdom 
ftands, and wherein his works and will is 
done, and fet thy face Sion-ward, and walks 
in the light within, that leadeth thereto; he 
knoweth it is in vain for him to appear unto 
thee now as a devil, therefore will he traaf- 
form himfelf like unto an angel of light, 
and propofe and promife as great things to 
thee, as he did to Eve in Paradife, if he can 
but get thee out of the way, the light within, 
which makes him manifeft in all his fhapes 
and tramforxnings, he -vnW ^tw& ^gasSs* 

Ga 
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• thee, and caufe thefc to err, and deceive thee 
under the hope of enjoying a greater liberty 
and a higher glory ; thus he hath beguiled 
fome in this age; for when and where the 
woman appeareth cloathed with the fun, 
and the moon under her feet, and a crown 
of twelve ftars upon her head, being with 
child, crying, travailing in birth, pained to 

♦be delivered, then and there alfo the great 

• red dragon with his feven heads, ten horns, 

■ and feven crowns upon his heads, appeareth 
1 'aifb, and with his tail draws ftars from hea- 
ven, and caft* them to the earth, and alio 
(lands ready before the woman, to devour 
her child as foon as it is born : Read Rev. xii. 
*> 2 > 3? 4' an d l ^ e Lord gave underftanding. 

So, tender friend, if thou defireft to travel 
? on' with fafcty in the way and paith of Chrifti- 

• aniiy, from its birth to the crofs, and from 
<4ie crofs to the crown, thou mud walk in 
the light, and daily learn of the grace of 

; God, and keep on thy armour, the light, 
whereby thou haft conquered many enemies, 
and overcome diver* temptations ; and haft 
known it as an axe laid to the root of the 

• evil tree within. Abide thou in it, and keep 
thy eye fixed upon him that heweth therewith, 
that thou mayeft know its work thoroughly 
efFeQed, viz. the very root of the evil tree cut 
up ; not only its branches lopped offy and the 

■ root {truck at, but root and branch deftroyed ; 
*nd the heavenly p\ant to $cctn ^Vvafixtafe 
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into a tree of righteoufnefs inftead thereof- 
within thyfelf, that thou mayeft fit under its 
fhadow with fafety, and" eat of the fruit thereof 
with delight. 

Now, though thou art a believer in the 
light, and a learner 6f the grace, and art 
travelling light on in the feme, towards a full 
enjoyment thereof, know this, that thou wilt 
meet with many trials, exercifes, and tempta- 
tions in the way, fome to turn thee out of 
it, and others to capfe thee to (it down fhort, 
and takq up a reft by the way, and glprj , 
in thy former experiences, openings, fights, 
and revelations, and power over devils, which 
thou haft been endued withal ; fo, if the old 
ferpent cannot prevail in the one, he may in 
the other ;. envying thy happinefs, he will 
try all means againft thee, to beguile thee, 
as he did Eve, to tempt and allure thee out of 
a heavenly eftate, he will hardly befet thee 
within and without; and when thou appear- 
ed before God, to worfhip him, he will ap- 
pear alfo with lies and accufations againft 
thee. Now, keep thou in the light where- 
with thou art enlightened, and in which thou 
haft believed, and lean thou upon and truft 
in the gface of God, which is fufficient and 
prefent with thee, and ready and able to fave 
and deliver thee, when his allurements and , 
buffctings attend thee. 

And this light within, in w\\\c\i \S\ov\. Wk 
believed, as thou walkcft in it* vaW ^c^h ^Cfc&v 

G 3 
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the pature and tendency of the bait, though 
covered with golden pretences, and the very 
hook that is covered therewith: fo as thou 
waited and abided in this light, in vain is 
the fnate hid in thy fight, in vain are all his 
fubtle devices againft thee, in vain are all 
his variable appearances in order to deceive 
and deftroy thee, whether he appears as' a 
fubtle ferpent, or as a fatan to accufc, as 
he did Job, before God, or as a dragon, or 
roar'mg lion to devour, or as an anti-chrift; 
or on the contrary, whether he appear as 
an ange) of light, with two horns, like a 
lamb, and in fhcep's cloathing: and fur- 
ther, though he appears in, and afiumeth the 
form of godlinefs, and preaches and con- 
feffes Chrid in his fpiritual appearance 
within, in words, and talks of and profeff- 
eth the light within, and the motion of the 
fpirit, and a learning of the fpirit, and a 
ceafing from man, and a learning of the 
anointing, light and grace within, and get 
into the throne and temple of God, and 
{it there as God ; I fay, in vain are all his 
variable appearances, wiles, and works, 
formings, and transformings ; as thy eye is 
kept fingle, thy whole body will be full of 
light ; and thou wilt be able to fay, as fome 
of old did, We are not ignorant of his devices ; 
and thou wilt try and difcern fpirits ; and 
that car will be opeu that tnt* ^«d& *&^kft 
mouth fades meat, and yi&£ex\v \!&* $m» 
founds and voices, and feeik to \k* ubte 
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root, ground, and foundation of thing! that . 
do appear, and gave them- names according to 
their nature, and judgeth righteoufly concern* 
ing them, and not according to appearance 
only, whether whhin thyfelf or without: as 
in this wifdom and difcerning thou abided, 
thou wilt travel favely on,- from faith to faith, 
from knowledge to knowledge, from one de- 
gree of grace and glory unto another, till thou 
corned to be fully gathered from the eali, 
weft, north, andfouth, and fitted down 
wkh Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, in the king- 
dom of God ; and alfo knoweft the Son fur- 
render the kingdom to the father, and God 
become all in all; then (halt thou know <ts 
thou art known, and fee as thou art. feen ; 
and death fliall be fwallowed up in viftory, 
mortality of immortality ; and there {hall be 
do more fea, death, nor forrow, crying, nor 
pain, former things being paft away, and 
all things made new. This cftate John faw in 
his divine and heavenly revelation ; and thou 
abiding in the light, and walking in the fpirit, 
will not only fee, but enjoy the fame. Read 
Rev. 21, and *2. and the Lord give thee 
tmderftanding more and more, and increafe 
thy joy in believing ; and ftrengrhen thy 
faith and hope, that they may be as a trufty 
fhicld of defence, and as air ancbpr fure and 
ftedfaft, to preferve r thee -from all aflaults, 
and from fplitting upon a tock ot fasA%.>vik 
thou arrivcA at the haven oi wreak v&s~* 
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and lie down in the valley, where thy bread* 
yea, thy daily bread, from the table of the 
Lord, will be fure, and thy water fail not, 
where none can make thee afraid, where no 
enemy can prevail, where no danger of 
making fhipwreck of faith and a good con* 
fciene is, where no deftroyer is, where all 
tears, and the caufe of them, arc wiped away, 
where faith and hope hath an end, and where 
the heavenly city is, whofe gates. ftand always 
open, and yet no unclean thing can enter. 
As thou perfeverefl in the light, and obeyeft 
and followeft him that hath called thee out 
of Egypt, and tranilated thee from the grofs 
darknefs thereof, thou wilt thereby be led 
to inherit and poflefs thefe things ; for, it i3 
he that endureth to the end that (hall be 
faved. 

Now, tender friend, as thou walkeft in 
thy way, the light within, the fpirit and 
grace of God withjn, which teatfbeth not only 
to deny ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, but 
alfo to live fobcrly, righteoufiy, and godly 
in this prefent world, thou art fafe^ But I 
do advife thee notwithflanding, to take great 
heed, and watch diligently againft the enemy 
of thy happinefs in all his appearances, and 
efpecially when he appears under the form 
of truth itfelf, with the words of it in his 
mouth, and with the very likenefs of it; 
for I have feen him there, and he has be- 
guikd and bewrayed taatvj xhfcxO^ va. x&& vyv* 
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even flnce we were a people ;. and he effefted 
it by drawing the mind from being (laid upon 
God, waiting tow in his light, to wonder after » 
and defire fomething elfe, which he made ap- 
pear lovely m behold ; the attaining of which, 
he pcrfuaded them, would better their con- . 
dftion, and increafe their glory : fo, in hope, , 
many, after they have been prefented as a> 
chafte virgin to Chrift, have again been fub- 
jefted unto vanity, in this age, as mankind 
was in the beginning; and have loft a pre- 
fent good eftatc by believing, the lies of the 
fcrpent, who told them, they fhould enjoy a 
better : fome he hath drawn out on this wife,> 
and by other of his wiles, to that degree of 
apoftacy and degeneration, that they are, 
become like trees twice dead, and plucked up> 
by the roots, never like to grow in the gar- 
den of God again, whofe way and end is utter 
darknefs, out of which; there is no redemp- 
tion. 

Now, his other ways and' means, whereby 
he lies in wait to- deceive, are more open and 
njanifeft; but his working unpler the form : 
of truth more fceret acd.rayfterious* and more 
likely to prevail upon* the mind of the fimple, 
unlefs a diligent watch be kept, than when he 
appears as he is :; by this means I have known 
him noE only get into the temple of God, and 
fit there, but to be. worQiipped as God, and* 
exalted above all that- is- called God, or th^t 
is wjtfdhipjped befides him.. !A<ro,\Mt wss^x; 
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got into the temple, nor (at there, nor was 
worfhipped under the name of a devil, iatan, 
or prince of darknefs, now, nor in any age ; 
but mvfterioufly wrought himfelf in under a 
difguife, ctoathing himfelf like an angel of 
light, that defired and endeavoured the good 
of mankind; by this means he came and 
comes to be obeyed and worfhipped, not as 
he" is, but as he appears to be. Now, this 
temple, where he fits, and where he is wor- 
shipped, is the heart and mind of mankind 
in the degenerate ftate : and that which doth 
reveal him with this myftery of iniquity, is 
the light and Spirit of God, in which thou 
haft believed, working and operating in the 
fame place, and confuming him with the fpirit 
of his mcmth, and deftroying him with the 
brightnefs of his coming. But this thou know- 
eft not effe&cd fo foon as thou believed ; it 
is- a work wrought by degree*; thy fafety 
and duty is, to wait with patience for the 
coming of the Lord in that light and grace 
which fits and prepares his way, and teacheth 
thee how to join with him when he appears, 
and to help the Lord againft the mighty, 
and to meet him in the way of his judgments, 
by which Sion is redeemed: and io, as thou 
here waiteft, thou wilt difcern him when he 
appears from all the appearances of thy 
enemy, and be made willing in this day of 
his power to yield up thy heart, mind, and 
ftrength unto him •, aud to forec \a\m> lo\e > 
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fear, and obey him j this is required on thy 
part : fo wilt thou know him to* appear unto 
thee as a morning without clouds* and in his 
light thou wilt fee more light, and know it 
fhine more and more unto a perfeft day, till 
by the brightness thereof the whole myftery 
of iniquity be difcovered, and the man of 
fin deftroyed, and thy temple cleanfed from 
all that doth defile, and the myftery pf god- 
linefs difplayed therein, and truth and rightc- 
oufnefs lit upon the throne, and reign, where 
fin and unrighteoufnefs did reign, even in thy 
heart, will, and confidence: then will, thy 
eanh rejoice, and thy heavens rain down 
fatnefs, and everfeftiag peace will be in.thy 
dwellings. 

The which that thou mayeft attain unto, 
hold fait that thou haft ; let none take thy 
crown : whereunto thou haft attained, there- 
in walk, preffing forwards to the end of thy 
race, where the crown, of life is laid up j. and 
: take heed of thy own thoughts asd imagi- 
nations, conceivings, and confnltations, and 
of that will dial works not in righteoufnefs 
of God j thefe of thy own houfe will prove 
thy greateft enemies, if thou walkeft not. in 
the light which difcovers them, and takes up 
the crofs that crucifieth them*, and is able 
to biing every high thought ajad imagination 
into the obedience of Chrift: and while this 
is bringing to pafs* abide in the patience, 
bearing the crofs of C\it\&> ^\£y&l \% ^^. 

G6 
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power of Chrift, which is-the power of GocT; : 
and keep thy eye fixed" on the fame, and look 
not downward to the earth, nor at the fmoke 
that afc^nds out of the bottomfefs pit, and 
darkens the air, nor at the dragon that makes 
war in heaven ; but join thou with Michael 
the prince, and follow the Lamb, which rides 
on conquering and to conquer ; fo (halt thpu . 
overcome, and fit down with him on his 
throne, as he fat down with his Father on his 
throne, and know thy enemies- made thy foot- 
ftool. 

And that thou mayeft not fairhercof, watch 
alfo* agaiuft the dead fpirit of formality ; fee 
that thy form of godlinefs is accompanied 
and feafon<^d .with- life,, virtue and power? 
for though godlinefs is not manifeftcd without 
a form,, yet there may be a form without the 
power ; # this fpirit of formality captivated fome 
in former ages, and led them to deny the 
power ; from flich they were ■ t.o turn away 
then, and* fo art thou now j for if this fpirit 
of formality prevails, though a' form of godli- 
nefs be retained, as a form of found words ; 
plairinefs,' and decency in apparel- j. fttperfluity 
of mcars and drinks laid' afide ; refpe&ing 
men's perfbns, and worfhipped them with cap 
and knee avoided ; truth and light within 
profeffed in words; meetings and affembling 
often frequented ; the found of truth as a 
lovely fong, &c. yet if thy heart be gone 
nftray-; ifxh on feel eft t\ot \\?e*\.o \«*&- 'flashy 
if tbuu takeft not up Ac A^ exofe \o \\vj 
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wflf, thoughts, .affeftiom, lufts, and paffions, 
and by the fame mortify them ; thou mayeft 
be a mere formalift, and thy obferving and 
.abiding in thy form may become as abomina- 
ble in the fight of the Lord now, as it was 
of old among his once .peculiar people, the 
Jews, when he fent his prophet Ifaiah to cry 
ag^inft them, though they kept and obferved 
the mnlthude of offerings and ■ facritices," feafts 
and fafts, new moons and fabbath days, fo- 
lemti meetings and affemblings before the Lprd, 
which was the very form of worfhip he once 
commanded ; but the fpirit of dead formality 
being got into their hearts, corrupted them i 
fo that he that killed an ox, was as he tha^ 
flew a man; he that facrificed a hmb, asr 
he that cut off a dog's neck ; he that offered 
oblations, as if he offered fwine's blood'; he 
that burnt incenfe, as if he bleflfcd an idol; 
'J he reafon of all this was not becaufe thefe 
things were evil in themfefves, but becaufe 
the call of the Lord was not arnfwercd, and 
becaufe when he fpake they did not hear,' 
but did evil before his eyes, and chofe that 
in which he delighted not ; yet obferved and 
performed the outward part of worfhip, and 
fate before the Lord as his people, and loved 
and delighted to hear the words of the Lord 
by the mouth of hi^ prophet, but not to do 
them : read x ^faiah Uyi. 3. and Ezekiel xxx. 

3°>3^3 2 / 
No w, dear friend, let tVis foce.. e<\ \tfW3L 
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come near thy dwelling. In thy holy form 
of godlinefs, which thou haft been led unto 
by the power, keep in the fenfe and feeling 
of the fame. In thy form of found words, 
keep in the fear of God and tendernefs of 
confcience, wherein thou wert at fiift con- 
ftrained to fpeak them, even in the crofs to 
fclf, which took great offence thereat; vet 
in tendernefs, love, and fear to God, againft 
this will, and the pride and haughty fpirit 
of this world, wert thou moved to fpeak them : 
likewife thy holy form in not refpe&ing men's 
perfons, or having them in admiration be- 
caufe of advantage, nor honouring them in 
bowing with cap and knee \ nor giving flatter* 
ing titles to men : this the Spirit of die Lord 
led to in the beginning; keep in the fame, 
and his prefence and power wilt uphold thee 
in the fame, and alfo lead thee to honour 
all men in the Lord, and to be fubjeft to. every, 
ordinance of man for the Lord's fake, and 
truly to honour thy parents, and rife up before 
thy ciders, and give them double honour, and 
to be courteous and kindly affectionate unto- 
all : this will the Spirit of the Lord lead thee 
to, being the nature of Chriftianity ; as thou 
walked and abided therein, thou wilt be like 
thy heavenly Father. 

And thy form of plainnefs of apparel, and 
thy avoiding of fuperfluity in meats and drinks, 
&c. keep thou with that Holy Spirit that led 

thee thereto, and let not \\k foafe \^«wfc 
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depart from thee ; fo (halt thou feel the power 
thereof accompanying of thee, and working 
in thee to remove that root and ground from 
whence all fuperfluity of naughtinefs did arife, 
and wholly mortify that fpirit that delighted 
in thefe things. 

And in thy manner of attending meetings, 
always have thy mind excrcifed in that love 
and life, virtue and power of the Lord, by 
which he touched thy heart, and met with 
thee therein in the beginning; fo (halt thou 
enjoy more and more of his prefence, and io- 
creafe in wifdom, life, and ftrength, and all 
the virtues of the Holy Spirit t and though 
thou haft received an unftion from the Holy 
One, which is able to teach thee all things 
neceffary to thy falvation; yet this will not 
lead thee to forfakc the affembling of rhyfelf 
with * the Lord's people, according to their 
wonted manner, nor to forfake the flocks of 
the companions, nor the footfteps thereof; 
but to travel on in the fame, till thou coracft 
to know where they lie ''down -at noon, folaciqg 
therafdves in the green paftares* of life, and 
there to lie down with them, where none can 
make thee afraid, and where no deftroyer is r 
where the fpirit of dead formality hath n6 
place: here thy form of godlincfs will be 
accompanied with power,, and this evil will 
never overtake thee, as it hath fome in our 
age, who are convinced by the truth, and love 
the found thereof, yet corns \a onx* \&&k&s*^ 
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tomarijy, even as too many people go to hear 
the common fervice, or ftudied fermons ; bur 
receive not the ingrafted wojrd, which is able 
to fa ve their fouls: fo, though they hear 
many heavenly teftimonies and exhortations,, 
they receive and obey them not ; neither do 
they grow and increafe In their inward man, 
from one degree of grace, knowledge and 
v»tuc unto anothen 

The fpirit of dead formality hath alfo af- 
fumed the form of found words, and plainnefs ' 
of apparel, and under this form and difguife- 
hath brought forth and effe&ed much evil,, 
deceived many, and laid a Humbling before 
others, and brought an evil report upon the 
truth, and thofc that Hve in ir. And this 
evil fpirit of deceit, hypocrify, and formality,, 
hath wrought more mifchief againft the truth* • 
and the holy profeffion of it, manifeft within,, 
even under this form, than all open oppofition- 
and perfecution could ever effefi. 1 his is 
now, and hath been in former ages, the way 
and work of the fpirit of deceit. When he 
cannot prevail by direft oppofttion and perfe- 
cution, then will he get the words and pro- 
feffion of truth, and appear and work under 
the form thereof; and by the evil fruits he 
brings forth under this difguife, he occafions 
many> who are waiting for the confclation of : 
Ifrael> and ftriftly obferving the converfation • 
of the children thereof, 10 \oic \Ykat n^tta.-.- 
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tion, and to lit down and. conclude, Thcfc 
people are but as others, and their way is but 
as other ways ; and they fail in their profeffion 
of holinefs, &c. as others do ; we fee evil 
amongft them, . as amongft others, even under 
their very form. This hath occafioned many 
to take up their reft in a latitudinarian fpirit ; 
or to be ready to fay, All men are liars, and 
religion a cheat. And f6me run into atheifm 
itfelf. But greater woe and mifery will be 
the portion of thofe who entertain, and join 
with this fpirit of deceit and hypocrify, and 
thereby occasion many to ftumble, go back- 
wards, and fall, and.fpeak evil of the way of 
truth, which is peaceable, pfcafant, and pure, 
not only in itfelf, but alfo to all thofe that 
love, obey, and become children of it. But 
as for thofe that once knew the way of the 
Lord, and afterwards gave way to the fpirit 
of evil, deceit, hypocrify and formality ; or that 
took up the form of godlinefs to deceive, as in 
former ages, fo now; fuch are nipre aWmi- 
nablc in the fight of the Lord, and more to be 
teftified againft than the very Hfeathen or pro- 
phane unbelievers. Falfe brethren are mod . 
perilous, and hypocrites mod odious in the 
fight of God and all good men ; and the guilt 
of fouls lies at their door, becaufe of their Un- 
godly pra&ices and evil doings under the 
form, (hew, and profeffion of godlinefs ; fuch, 
like unfavoury fait, are good tot tv^Jwv^Wv 
to be trod under foot > ofc mew* \w^f& ^c^ 
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condemned by God's witnefs within them- 
felves, and without by others ; and the gnaw- 
ing worm takes hold of them, and the un* 
quenchable fire is kindled in their bowels, and 
an earned of eternal vengeance they receive, 
as a juft recorapence of reward, and like fallen 
angels, are referved in chains to the judgment 
Of the great day. For my faith and belief 
Is, that if all that ever took up the form and 
profeffion of the truth, light, grace, and fpiri* 
tual manifeftation thereof within, had flood 
firm in the fame, and watched againft, ruled 
over, and kept out the fpirit of enmity, un- 
godlinefs, deceit, and dead formality ; and by 
the heavenly gift and power, with which they 
were endued, had judged the ferpent in all 
, his appearances, formings and transformings, 
and walked uprightly in the fame, the eye of 
the nation had been towards us ; and yea and 
liay had been of great authority in this nation 
of England before this day ; and truth in the 
inward parts, the law of the fpirit, the rule 
of life and manners within, honourable, and of 
high cfteem in the hearts and minds of thou- 
fands, more than now it is. Offences have 
come, and may come; but woe to them by 
whom they come. 

So, my tender friend, who haft not had 

thy fpiritual fenfes thoroughly exercifed, nor 

are yer acquainted wijh all the wiles and de- 

< rices of the cnemcy •, for vtaofe W»\ ckxdfcj 

write this epiftlej this one i\imfc\ w>^^»*% 
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thee fettle in thy mind, and fully underftand, 
that the fpirit of fatan working under the form 
of godlincfs, is that which hath been, is, and 
will be the greateft waiter, deftroyer, and op- 
pofer of the power thereof : * therefore watch 
thou againft him in this appearance, not only 
in others, but in thyfelf, fo wilt thou frurtrate 
his defign, and be able to keep thyfelf, as fomc 
of old did, that the evil one touch thee not. 

W. Shiwin. 

* At the gate of dead formality, and under the form of 
godlinefs, the deftroying fpirit of apoftacy entered in the 
primitive times, and foon eclipfed the light of the glorioui 
gofpel; and the old adwfary affected that by turning 
profeflbr of Chriftianity, which he-could not bring to pkfi by 
bloody perfections and open oppofition. 
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perufal of religioufly difpofed perfons 01 every denomination* To 
'which is added, a fhort Preface, giving fome account of the Author* 
Sy John Kendall. 5s calf lettered* 

The Faith of the People called Quakers, in our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift, let forth in various Extracts from their 
'Writings. By Henry Tuke. 6cL ftitched* 

• 

- The Principles of Religion, as pro&JTed by the Society of 
Chriftians, ufually called Quakers. Written for the Inftru&ion 
of their Youth, and for the Information of Strangers* By 
Henry Tuke* 2nd edition. 2* 6d boards* 

Extracts from the Minutes and Advices of the Yearly Meetinf 
of Friends held in London, from its iullItt&VttKKu ^^^^ 
fs boards. 



A Defence of the ChrifKao Doctrines of the Society of Fria 
again ft the Charge of Socinianifm, and its Church Difcipline tib 
tatcd : in anfwer to a Writer who (tiles himfeif Verax. 
John Bevans, jun. 5s 6d. boards. 

Some Account of the early Life and Convincement of Willi 
Crowe, late of Norwich. Alfo a Narrative of a Religious Vi 
performed in the Year 1786. To which are added Extracts /in 
Letters and Memorandums. is 3d. flitched. 

An Account of the early Life and Convincement of Thot 
Melhuifh, late of Taunton ; with Extracts from fome of 
Letters on Religious Subjects, is 6d. 

Some Difcourfes, Epi files and Letters, by the late Sam 
Fothergill: to which are added feme Difcourfes by the 1 
Catherine Phillips. Now firft publifhed. 3s calf lettered. 

Remarks on the Obfervations made on the Difciplfne of t 

Suakers, by the ^Monthly Reviewers in their Examination 
llliam Rathbone's Narrative and Memoir. With a Poftfcript 
the Critical Reviewers' Notice of the Memoir. 6d flitched. 



In the Prest. 

Fruits of Solitude, in Reflexions and Maxims, with the Fro 
of a Father's Love, being Advice to his Children. 'By WilHa 
Peon. To which will be prefixed a Ihort account of his life* 
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